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TO THE
Right Honourable and Right Worfhipful

FOHN PROBTY,.

" BaArRoN of CARYSFORT,
!
K

In the County of W ICKLQW, in the
Kincpomof IRELAND,

GRAND-MASTER,

My Lonv,

S nothing could induce Your Lord-

fhip to accept of the GR A N D-
MAasTeRsHIP of Masons, but

the real publick Advantage of the

Principles on which that Society is

eftablifhed ; hasexifted for fo many Ages, and been
A2 diltin,



DEDICATION.-

liftinguithed by a Succeflion of. noble Perfonages in
Cour High Office : SoIcan truly fay, That it is not

nly my private Opinion, but the Voice of all Your

.ordfhip’s Brethren, That the Craft does not only
‘eceive Luftre from Your Prefence, but that its pre-
fent flourifhing State and Exiftenceisin a great Mea-
fire owing to Your own unwearied Application,and
_truly noble Example, and to YourLordfhip’sWifdom
in the Choice of Grand-Officers, under whofe Di-
re@ion and Influence We daily increafe both in
good and ufeful Members, and in that generous
Fund of voluntary Charity, that raifes the Admira-
tion of the World, at the mutual Love and Har-
mony, which cements the Brotherhood ; and is al-
ways ready to give Relief to thofe, who are worthy,
and in Diftrefs. Therefore, Your Lordfbip being
inTruthOur ESTABLISHMENT and
STRENGTH, I have humbly prefumed to
prefix Your Name to this little Hiftory of the
Royal Craft, and to fhelter it under Your Noble
Patronage ; and to beg Leave to fubfcribe myfelf,
both in Duty and Affection,

Youy Lordfhip’s
Moft devoted,
And mofl humble Servant,

J. ScoTT.

THE
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PRETFACE

BRETHREN/

H E Hiftiry and Records of the

Free- Mafons being very faulty their

old Conflitutions interpolated and cor-

rupted, not only in falfe Spelling, but

by many grofs Errors in Hiftory and

: Chronology, through Length of Time
and the Irnorance of Tranfcribers ; it was therefire
thought expedient, n the Year 1723, to prevent this
for the Future, by printing their Hiffory and Confli-
tutions, at the Command of the Duke of Montagu,
who ordered Dr. Defaguliers with George Payne,
Efq5 and other proper Affiffants, to undertake that
Work 5 which was executed to the Satisfallion of all.
This Book of Conflitutions becoming [carce in the Year
1737, Dr. Anderfon, who bad affifted in the former
urk, prayed for the Favour of veprinting the faid
Conflitution Baok, with the Tranfactions of the So-
ciety down to the Year 1738. This being complied

with and the Copy delivered to bim, the Manage--

ment of it at the Prefs was left to the Doctor. But
from whatfoever Caufe it might arife, whether from
his want of Health, or trufling to the Management of
' ) Strangers,

f
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Strangers, the Work appearedin a very mangled Con-
dition, and the Regulations, which had been.revifed
and correfied by Grand- Mafler Payne, twere in many
Places interpolated, and in others the 8:72 left very

obfcure and uncertain : Befides its being laded with

long chronalogical Tables, which in another Place might
bave had their Ufe, but here could anfwer no other End
than to render the Book very difficult to be read.

Thefe great Dyfeéls have rendered it abfolutely necef>
Jary once more to review and tranfcribe the Records of
the Society, inwhich, it is hoped, all the Objeclions againft
. tbe former Book will be cbviated, and the whole appear
to greater Advantage, and be-more adapted to the Pur-.
pofes of the Craft than has bitherto been dme. This,
bowever,: being a Work of Time, it may not be amifsy
my Brethren! to inform you, that the Work is in great:
Farwardn;}/.'r.

FVbat has bitherto been fpoke of is a Work of

Bulk, intended for Lodgess more than for private:
Ule. There yet wanted all the neceffary Articles, re-
lating to the Society, to be tamzrizgd in a pocket
Volume. This occafioned the following little Work:
to be undertaken, abeut two Years ago. And be-
ing animated by the Apprebation and Advice of a
NOBLE PERSONAG E, heretofore at  the

Head of the Society, and fiill their Advocate and a ehicf

Pillar ; and (a}lﬁ with the Concurrence and kind Af-
Siftance of a GRAND OFFICER, whofe affiduous
€are the Suciety in gemeral are very [enfible of at pre--
Jent 5 1 purfued the fames with the utmoff Fidelity,
Many choice Particulars, not elfewhere to be found, are-

owing to the valuable Library, and kind Alfiflance of "

our worthy Brother, John Warburton, Efg; Somer-
Jet-Herald, and F. R. 8. who has alfo dene Honour
1o good old Ma’gm) in his Hiftory and Antiguities.
of the Roman

Antiguity;

ally the mofi amazing Remains of
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Antiguity in Britain, lately publiped. For a cu-
rious Collection of Papers, containing the quarterly
and annual Gommunications, and the Committees of
Charity, I am indebted to Mr. William Falkner,
Jenior Member of a Lodge in Newgate-Street : And
to tbe Provincial Secretary and other Brethren in
Cornwall, for many Particulars relating to the Society -
in that Province. All thefe fignal Favours I have the
greater Pleafure to acknowledge, as they were all com-
municated with a hearty Defire of their being benefi-
cial to the whole Fraternity, .

No Timey Pains or Coft has been [pared in procuring
every Thing concerning the Fraternity not only through- -
 out Britain and Ireland, andin our Univerfities, but alfo
in the greateft Part of Europe and Britith America.
1 truf?, my Bretbren, for your receiving this Pocket
Companion with your accuflomed Goodnefs and Can-
dour, as it is truly intended to promote the real Good and
Benefitof our moft excellent Society, tomake sts admirable
Principles and worthy Praftices more generally known,
and, 1 g]ib[e, 10 filence the [neering -Critick, and
Jatisfy the unprejudiced Stranger, that a gosd Mafon
and an honeft Man are [ynonymous Terms. There is
one Perfon dealt with in the follwing Hiftory in
Manner that [ome may think very fevere, and others
unegual to bis Crime ; but bad Dr, Plot difcovered
the Secrets of the Fraternity, be fbould have enjoyed
bis Difcoverses for ever undifturbed ; be knew’ thas
would neither anfwer his Turn, nor be believed : He
tberﬁ'ar: attacked their very Being as a Society, and
weuld have their Hiffory to be the Invention of fome
modern In?gﬂm'. I have therefore adventured to.
expofe bis Ignorance, that the Learned and Fudicious
might be no longer deceived or mifled by his real Inm-
pofinre. - How well be has accomplifbed bis Purpofe,.
ar bow be is foiled, becomes nat me to fay : I.is left to
‘ »y
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my Brethren, and to the unprejudiced World to judge.
It was omitted to be mentioned in its preper Place,
that the higheft or lajf Stone, en the %p of the
Lanthorn of St. Paul’s Cathedral was laid by the
Hands of the Suryeyor’s Son, Chriftopher Wren, &y
Deputation from bis Fatber, in the Prefenceof that ex-
cellent Architec?, My, Strong, bis Siny and other Free
and Accepted Mafons, chiefly employed in the Execu-
tion of the Work. Parentalia, p. 293. 1 pave been
ggo informed, that the Suppofition for Sir Chriftcpher
ren’s Negleét of the Craft, hinted at in p. 95, of
the enfuing Hiffory, is in fome Inflances mifrepre-
fented 5 for no Perfon in the Grand-Mafter’s Chair
ever deferved better of the Craft, nor did more
Honour to the Society of Fiee-Malons, while bis
¢ world permit him to attend their Meetings ; but
that his [uppsfed Neglect of his Bretbren, was owing
10 no other Caufe, than his extreme old Age, and Re-
tirement from the Stage of Bufinefs and Hurry.
Notwithflanding all the Difficultics and Difcourage-
ments, all the Reproach and Obloquy, all the Scandal
and Defamation that the Fraternity has been without
Mercy loaded with, they ffill not only keep their Ground,
but every where increafe to an incredible Degree. Their
Actions, though reproached, are yet blamelefs : And
the more traduced, the more in Efleem with all the
Good and Great. '

. Finally, my Brethren, mayyou continue to guard a-
gainft all Inncvations, falfe Brethren, and others that -
appear in various Difguifes 5 [o fball your Wifdorm re-
cave due Praife, and the Body of Mafons no Blame.
May the whole Brotherhdod continue inftant in good .
Warks, continue to adorn the World, whilft Arts and
Learning  flourifp among Men, and brotherly Love
Jubjifts amangfi them ; even to the End of the World.

THE
£ -
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MASONRYA

'CHAP L

The State of M AsONRY from the
_CREATION to the FLoop

PEN H EN the Dwme Wifdom had re-
F—=gidd folved to form the World, and to
I reduce a wild Chaos to a fair, re-
MgR¥ gular and permanent Syfiem, the Al-

mighty Archite€t not only traced out
" the whole Plan of - the Univerfe, but gave Life
and Being, Form and Figure to every Part of
what before had been. a rude, indigefted and im-
moveable Heap of fenfelefs Matter, - :
. , B WHEN
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WHEN the Fiat for Light was given, d“

dull, heavy and terrene Parts of Matter, which
overclouded the Expanfum, obeyed the Almighty’s
Command, and began to range mto Form and
Order. Some fubfided to the Center of the
Earth ; but the lucid and fiery Particles afcending
higher, feparated the Light from the Darknefs,
and made the firft Day and Night, which be-
came more lucid and feréne by the Work of the
fecond Day ; when the Waters were drawn off
from the Chaoss, and were difmifled to their feveral
Orbs and Stations. Thus the delightful Element
of the Air was difentangled and extra@ed from
th¢ Chaos; and next Day the Waters of the
Earth being gathered into one Place, the dry
Land appeared, and was furnifhed with Grafs for
Cattle, and Herbs, and Fruit-trees for the Nou-
rithment of Man, On the fdurth Day the fame
Divine Wifdom created the glorious Orbs of the

[

Sun to rule the Day, aud the Men to rule the -

Night ; and for the Meafure and Computation
of Time likewife. ' After thefe great Bodies were
thus fet in Order, he proceeded to the Creation of
the animal World ; and began with Fi$ and
Fowl, which the Divine Power formed out of fuch
Matter as was mixXed and concoted with the
Water, and give them a-pralifick Virtue, and a
natural Inftin&t for Getieration, to preferve their
Species, and to multiply their Individuals ; a Vir-
tue which hé alfo belowed on the terreftrial Ani-

mals,



MASONRY. 3
, mals, both Savages, tame Creatures, and creeping
Things.
- Waen all Things which could
be neceffary for Man’s Felicity were Bff g’ .
now perfefted, and fo ordered and = 4904
difpofed as to contribute, in their feveral Capa-
cities, to his Benefit and Delight, then Man was .
alfo created and introduced into the World .in
a Manner and Solemnity not unbecoming the
Lord and Governor of it. A Wark fo truly
divine, that the Power of no fubordinate Ine
telligence could be capable of it; and was not
perfetted without a peculiar Confultation of the
Divine Perfons : The Refult whereof was to create
Man with a Mind fortified to bear the Divine
Prefence, qualified for the Divine Converfe, fully
tHuminated, by the Divine Spirit ; and with a
Body indulged with the Privilege of Immorta-
lity, adorned with fuch Comelinefs and Majefty,
as might challenge the Rule and Jurifdition of
this inferior World ; and blefled with an univerfal
Harmony in all its Faculties; an Underftanding
fraught with all Manner of Knowledge; a Will
fubmitted to the Divine Pleafure ; Affe&ions
placed upon their proper Obje&s; Paffions calm
“and eafy ; a Confcience quiet and ferene, with
refplendent Holinefs and perfe&t Felicity.,

TH1s happy State: was but of very fhort Dura-
tion, by our firft Parents Difodedience to the
Divine Precept in Paradife, which much de-
faced the beautiful Works of the Creation 5 in-

. B2 tailing
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tailing Sin, Pain and Death upon their Pofterity =
With guilty Shame they are forced to exchange
fair Eden’s Garden for ap.uncultivated World,
which produced nothing but what was the Effect’
of toilfome Labour ; and where they had no
other Profpe& than a fad Variety of Sorrow, Care
and Trouble. o - ,
A STaTE which, however impaired, we can-
not, in any wife, fuppofe to be ignorant of ‘the
Iiberal Sciences, much lefs of Geometry : For
ever fince the Fall, we find the Principles of it in
the Hearts of his Offspring, who- thereby are
enabled to trace the Wifdom, Strength and Beauty
difplayed in all the wonderous Works of Crea-
tion ; "and thence, with Adoration, refle€t them:
to their Almighty and ineffable Origin. And
that, though after his Expulfion from Eden, he
and his Pofterity were intirely taken up -in the
Invention, and making of what might be ufeful
to fence them from the Inclemency of the Wea-
ther, and the brutal World, now at perpetual
War with them ; yet under thefe terrible Cir- .
cumftances, we muft perceive, that, of all fub-
lunary Beings, Man is the moft adapted to So-
cicty, has the Seeds of Juftice, Kindnefs and
Benignity, (which are the Sinews of Concord and
brotherly Love,) born with him, and implanted
in his Breaft; that he has the Gift of Speech,
whereby he can exprefs his Thoughts, impart his
Mirths, Sorrows and Secrets ; communicate his

Counfels, and participate in Compals, bene-
' ficial
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ficial to himfelf and his- fellow’Creatures : -And
bappy ‘ftill in this, :that God had" not- “withdrawa
from him his Knéewledge ‘of Geomietry, by which »
feveral curious Arts” were- invented, which to
this Day hdve been the Glory of Mankmd and
an Ornament: to the World.

W E may obferve, ' that there is in Man a Fund
of ,Induﬂry, and a certain ‘happy Ingenuity in
inventing Arts and Sciénces, ‘whether mechanical
or-liberal ; all of: which have a mighty Tendency
to the Delight and: Benefit of Mankind. And
therefore we need not queftion but that the. wife -
God, by.putting thefe Singularities in our Nature,
<intended, as another End of our-Creation, that
we {hould not only live - happily -ourfelves, and
fpend our. Time in beneficial Occupations, or
agreeable Amufements, but be liketwife mutually
affiftant to each other, Inftruments for the Good
of human Society ; which in the Scriptare Phrafe,
s 20 be all of mme Mind, having Compaffim ome for
. another, and' to love as Brethren; as all that have
been trie and faithful have fet us an Example.

‘WE may be very well affured, that Adem in-
ftru@ed his Defcendants in Geometry, and the
Application ‘of it to whatever Crafts  were con-
venient for thofe-early Times ; ‘without which,
the Ghildren of Men muft have lived in Woods,
Dens and Caves, like Brutes ; or at beft in fome
poor and wretclxcdﬁovcls of Mud,

By CAIN
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) - CAIN with his Family and
'ﬁff‘c’. ;;79‘5’ Adberents  being. expelled  fromm
Adam’s Altars, forthwith built a
ftrong City, and called it Dedicate or Confecrate,
after the Name of his eldeft Son Ensch, whofe
Race followed the Example, improved not only
in Geametry and Mafonry, but made Difcoveries
of feveral other curious Arts, Thus Fabal firfk
invented the Ufe of Tents, to order Cattle, and
building in Stone and Timber ; Fubal was the
Inventor of Mufick and mufical Inftruments 3
and Tubal Cais found out the Art of forging and
working Metals, of making Armour and war-
like Weapons, and alfo famous for his grcat
Strength.and Skill in War,
Nog is it to be fuppofed, that the Deﬁ:endants
of Se¢th came any thing behind thofe of Cain,
in the Cultivation of Gepmetry and Mafonry =

) For Eweeh, the fifth from Sab, who prophefied

- of the Deluge 3nd Conflagration, left thele Arts

and Scignges fhould flip out of the Knowledge
of Men, saifed two Cojumns, one of Brick, the
other of Stone, and infcribed their Inventions
upon them, that if the Pillar of Brick happened
to be ‘overthrown by the Flood, that of Stone
might remain ; ‘which Fofepbus tells us was to

be feen, in his Time, in the Land of Siriad.
Tug enterprizing Genius of Man began to
exert itfelf very early in the Arts of Aftwnomy,
Building, working in Brafs and Iron, in Mufick,
&!ld cwry Science, ufcful and entertaining ; and
the
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thie Undértakers were not limited by a fhart Life.

They had Time enough before them to carry

Things to Perfe@ion; but whatever their Skill,

Learning, or Induftry performed, all the Re-

mains or Monuments thereof “have long fince
" perifhed. C '

NonE can doubt but Aftronomy, which muft:

have been preceded by Geometry, was invented
V" from the Commencement of Time. As-there
i§ nothing more furprizing than the Regularity
of the heavenly Luminaries, it is ‘ealy to judge
that one of the firft Curiofities of Mankind was
to confider their Courfes, and to obferve the
Periods of them. It was not Curiofity only
that prompted Men to apply themfelves to aftro-
nomical Speculations ; Neceflity ,itfelf may be
faid to have obliged them to it, - For if the
Seafons are not obferved, which are diftinguithed
by the Motion of the Sun, it is impoffible -to
~ fucceed in Agriculture. If the Duration of the
Month and Year wete not determined, a certain
Order could not be eftablifhed in civil Affairs,
nor the Days allotted to the Exercife of Religion
fixed. Thus as neither Agticulture, Polity, nor
TReligion could difpenfe with the Want of Aftro-
nomy, it is evident that Mankind were obliged
to apply themfelves to the Sciences from the -
- Beginning of the World:

Tur Pofterity of Seth, who had for fome
Ages retained their Integrity in the true Wor-
fhip of God, and a clofe Application to ‘the

- B4 Sciences,
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Sciences, “were at laft infe@ed with the fame
Contagion of Profanenefs and Immorality, as
the Race of Cain; fo that all Sorts of Wicked-
nefs over-fpread the Earth, and reigned trium-
phant : But at laft ended- in their Deftruction
and Extirpation by the Deluge, in which all the
human Race perifhed, except Noab-and his Fa-
mily. Here was a difmal Face of Things;
inftead of the Earth, adorned with the Pro-
du@ions of Nature, and the Improvements of
Att, -a watry Defert appeared, which offered
-nothing to the View of Heaven, but the floating
Wrecks of Man and his fellow Creatures, who
were fwept away with the common Deftru&ion 5
which was the moft dreadful and amazing Judg-
ment, the moft horrid and portentous Cataftrophe
that Nature ever yet faw. - :

CHAP I '
The State of M AsoNRY from the Flooa
fo the Building of Solomon’s Temple.

HE firft Piece of Mafonry.

Year of the that we know of: immedi-
;;h:fofelo%db,; ; ately under Divine DireQion, was
2348. the ARk, wherein Noab, and his
three Sons, Shem, Hamand Faphet, ,
all Mafons true, were preferved from, Dcﬁrq@ioPl;l
a
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“all the reft of Mortals perifhing, They brought.
‘with them over the Flood, and afterwards com-
“municated to. their Children, Geometry, and the
“Art of Building: And from thefe Mafons, or

four grand Officers, all the prefent Race of Man- -
kind are defcended. The firft Thing he did
upon his landing, was to build an Altar, and”
offer a burnt Sacrifice of every clean Beaft and

‘Fowl. God having accepted the Sacrifice, bleffed
Noab, and’ gave him Power over all living Crea.
‘tures, with a Permiffion to eat them as freely as

of the Produce of the Ground : However, he
forbid him to eat the Blood of ‘Animals, or to
thed that of Man ; ordering him to punifh Man-
flaughter with Death, and to people the World as
faft as he could. .. I
BEING all of one Language and - -
Speech, It came to pafs, as they I«Ye" of the
. . lood 101.
Jjourneyed from the EAST towards the g Chrif
‘WEsT, they found a Plain in the 2247.
Land of Shinaar, and dwelt there . -~ - .
together-as Noachidz, or Sons of Naah, the firft
Name of Mafons; and for fear of the bad Con-
fequence of Separation, they refolved to keep to-
gether : For which Purpofe, we find that great
Numbei’s of them affembled in the Plains of
Shinaar, to build a City and large Tower ; but
as this was only in order to make themfelves
a Name, and prevent their Difperfion, God
for their Vanity confounding their Speech, oc-
cafioned that which they endeavoured to avoid |
Bs And
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And hence this Tower was called Babel or Con-
Jufin. Upon the Top of this Tower was am
Obfervatory, by the Benefit of which it was that
the Babylomians advanced their Skill in Geometry
and Aftronomy beyond all other Nations: Far
~when Alexander tqok Babylem, Ca-
l};l::d ":'Ol‘;‘e lifthenys, the Philofopher, who ac-
;2 companied-him thither, found they
Befon;s ,Cb rif had aftronomical Obfervations for
1903 Years backwards from that
Time, which carries up the Accoynt as high as
the r15th Year after the Flood, and fifteen after
the building the Tower of Babel. After the
Difperfion, they flill carried with them the Know-
ledge of Mafonry, and that now to a great De-
gree of Perfetion.
: NIMROD or Bplus, the Son
Year of the of Cub, the eldeft Son of Ham,
;l:;::le 3%;" " and Founder of the Babylonian Mo-
2217. narchy, being grand Mafter of ali
Mafons, after the general Migrae
tion, built many fplendid Cities in Shingar ; and
Afbur, the Son of Shem, being driven by Nimrod
out of Babylm, built the Cities of Nineveb, Rebo-
.both, Kalah, Refen, and many other in Affjria.
The learned Mathematicians in thofe Parts, who
*_in after Ages were called Chaldees and Magicians,,
cultivated the Science and the Art under the Pa-
trenage of the Kings and great Men of the Eaft.
THE Confufion of Tongues, which gave Rife
to the anticat Practice of Mafons converfing withe
.o out

PR
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wut the Ufe of Speech, hisdered net the Improve-
-ment of Maforry in their feveral Colonies ; for the
‘Defcendants of Shem in 4fa, Ham in 4frica, and of
-Faphet in Eurepe, left behind them fufficient Veftiges
"o demonftrate their great Skill in Mafonry. But
of thefe, the Afjrians and Egyptians feem to
have made the greateft Progrefs in this royal Art,
as the Walls of Babylm, and the Pyramids of
Egypt, two of the feven Wonders of the World,
abundantly teflify,

MITZRAIM, the fecond :
Son of Ham, carried to, and pre- Year of the
ferved in Egpr, their original e oot

- 8kill, and much cultivated the 2188,
Art, as their early fine Tafle '
doth manifeft. : :

Tue Affyrians and Chaldeans were the firf
~-of Mortals after the Flood, who applied themfelves
‘to the noble Arts, according to Fofepbus, Pl
- Diadorus and Cicero, o -

- Bur the Arts which firft fprang,

and afterwards flourifhed among the Year of the
Chaldeans, were transferred out of gl;-oo:’e"'gf.
Chaldea 304 Affria to the Egpti-  rgze P
ans by Abrabam. For when, at '
the Command of God, he went forth from his._
mative Soil into Paleffine, and from thence into
Egypt, and perceived the Egyptians to be taken:
with the Study of good Arts, and to be of a
- very notable Wit and Capacity for Learning, he
+ communicated to them Arithmetick asd Aftro-
- . nomy,
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nomy, and confequently Geometry, which muft
of Neceflity go before Aftronomy : In which
Studies afterwards the Egyptians fo flourithed, that
Ariftotle, 1 Metaph. c. 1. doth affirm, though
erroneoufly, that the mathematick Arts were
firft found out in Egypt, by their Priefls; who
by their Employment were at Leifure for thefe
Thing’. ’ T R
) THE Defcendants of Abraham,
g‘l?:d of the being Sojourners and Shepherds in
Before Coyip Egypt pradifed very little of Ar-
1574. _chite@ure, except the building of
Tents, till about eighty Years be--
fore thetr Exodus ; when .by. the over-ruling,
Hand of Providence, they were trained up to
the building in Stone and Brick ; and built for.
the Egyptians the two ftrong Cities of Pithom and
Raamafis, in order to make them expert Ma-

fons, before they poffefled the promifed Land,

then famous for good Mafonry. v

During the forty Years Pere- ,

Year of the grination of the Hebrews in the
gl‘;gfessci;rw Wildernes of Arabia, towards,
1490. Canaan, God was pleafed to in-.
fpire with Wifdom of Heart, Aho-

liab, of the Tribe of Dan, and Bezaleel, of the
"T'ribe of Fudab, who ereed the glorious Taber-
nacle, where the Divine SHECHINAN refided,
and the Ark of the Covemant was depofited,
which proved afterwards the Model of Solmon’s

Temple, accarding to the Pattern God gave to
i ' qull,

—— — -
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Mifes, in Mount Horeb, who then became Grand
" Mafter of the Lodge of Ifrael, to which he gave
‘wife Regulations and Charges ; though the Tra~
dition thereof has not been tranfmitted down to
us fo perfeé as might have been wifhed.
* F¥08 HU A fucceeded in the
Dxre&xon He marfhalled the - g‘lﬁ:d of the
raeki 897.
raelites, and led them over Fordany pog . Corit
which God made dry for their 1451,
March, into the promifed Land :
And having finithed his Wars with the Canaanites,
he fixed the Tabernacle at Shile, in Ephraim,
ordering the Chiefs of Ifrael to ferve their God,
cultivate the Land, and carry on the grand De-
'ﬁgn of Archite&ure in the beft Aofaick Style.
THE Ifraclites made prodigious Progrefs in the
Study of Geometry and ArchiteGure ; but were
ftill exceeded by the Canaanites, Pheenicians and
Sidenians in the facred Archite&ure of Stone, who
being a People of a happy Genius, and Frame of
Mind, made many great Difcoveries and Improve-
ments in the Sciences, as well as in Point of Learn-
ing; though it is very probable they excelled much
- more in the Labours of the Hand than thofe of
the. Head. The Glafs of Sidon, the Purple of
Tyre, and the exceeding fine Linen they wove,
were the Produé of their own Country, and
ir own Inventions : And for their extraor-
dinary Skill in workmg of Metals, in. hewmg
Timber and Stone ; in a Word, for their per-

feit Knowledge of what was folid, great and
ornamental
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ornamental in Architefture, it need but be ge.
-membered, the great Share they had in ere&ing
-and decorating of the-Temple at Ferufalems ; than
.which nothing can more redound to their Honour,
~ or give a clearer Idea of what their own Buildings
muft have been, Their Fame was fuch for their
juft Tafte, fine Defign, and ingenious Invention,
that whatever was elegant, great, or pleafing,
was diftinguithed by way of Excellence, with
the Epithet of Sidomian; or for the Amﬁs to be
Men of Tyre.
Tue City of Tyre, Sor, or
;}?;d °: 2‘9 %6r, was built by a great Body of
Beforel rif Sidenjan Mafons from Gabala, un-
1253. der their Grand Mafter, and proper
. Princes, or Dire&ors, who finithed
the lofty Buildings of the City, with its ftrong
Walls and Aqueduéls, in a Manner greatly to.
the Honour and Renown of thofe who had the
condu&ing of this grand Defign,
Tur Phanicians built, in a
Year of ‘tlu-' grand and fumptuous Manner, the
g:?gi 'é%:,ﬁ ‘famous Temple of Dagen, at Gaza,
117, and artfully fupported it by two
flender Columns,” not too big to
grafp in the Arms of Samfin ; who pulling them
down, the large Roof fell upon 3000 of the Lords
and Ladies of the Philiffines, and killed them ally
himfclf tharing the fame Fate.

In
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. IN after Times, Abibal, King of
Tyre, repaired that City, and fo- Year of the
did his Son Hiram ; under whom l];:‘;“ 1292.
the Kingdom of Tyre was in a 01‘:56 rif
very flourifhing Condition: Healle =~ -~
yopaired and-improved feveral Cities in the eaftern
Parts of his Dominions; and being himfelf a
Mafon, he took the DireQion of the Craft upon
himfelf, and became a fumptuous Grand Mafter:
He enlarged Tyre, and joined it
to the Temple of Fupiter Olympius, Year of the
ftanding in anIfland : He alfo built g‘:;ﬁi"&iﬁ
two Temples, one to Hercules, and 1046.
the other to Aflarte ; with many

other rich and fplendid Buildings.
- - Durinc all this Period, the Ifraclites, by
their Vicinity. to the Artifts of Tyre and Sidm,
had great Opportunities of cultivating the royak
-Art, which they failed net diligently to purfue, ,
and at laft attained to a very high Perfe&ion, as
well in operative Mafonry, as in the Regularity
and Difcipline of their well formed Lodges, which:
through all fucceeding Ages has hitherto fuffered no.
Change, _

CHAP
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' cHAR L
The State of MASONRY from the
... Foundation to tbe Confecration of the
. Temple. - " '

AV 1D, King of Ifrael, through the long

: Wars he had with the Canaanités, had not
Leifure to employ -his own Craftfmen, or thole
“he had obtained from his fteady Friend and Ally, -
King Hiram of Tjre 3 for almoft his whole Reign
was one continued Series of Wars, Fatigues and
Misfortunes.  But at length, “having ‘taken’ the
: City of Febus, and Strong-hold of
Year of the Zim from his Enemies, he fet the
ﬁ?g?el%%:z:ﬁ Craft about repairing an'd embellith-

1047. ing the Walls, and publick Edifices,

’ _ efpecially in Zion, where he fixed
his Refidence ; and which was from him called
the City of David: As alfo by him, or in his.
Time, the Old Febus obtained the Name of '

Ferufalem.

D AVID, now worn.down with
}"(]eard of the Years and Infirmities, and drawing

Flood 1333, - :
Before Chrip D€ his End, affembled the Chiefs
1014. .
. ’S Y with his Defign, to have built a
magnificent Repofitery for the Ark of God;
having made great Preparation for it; and laid
up

of his People, and acquainted them =~
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up immenfe Quantities of rich Materials ; as alfo
Plans and Models for the different Parts of the
Struure, with many neceflary Regulations for
its future Eftablithment ; but found it was the
Divine Will, this great Work was to be accom-
plithed by his Son Saomm. He requefted them -
to affift in fo laudable 2 Work ; and they were
not backward to fulfil his Requeft ; fo that an
amazing Quantity of Gold, Silver, Copper, and
other Metals, befides precious Stones, Marble,
Porphyry, and other rich Materials were brought
to him from all Parts of the Kingdom.

Tue King died foon after, in the 70th Year
of his Age, after having reigned .feven Years in
Hebron, over the Houfe of Fudah, and thirty-
three over all the Tribes. .

UponN the Death of David, and -
the Succeffion of Solomon to the Year of the
Throne,.the__Affgétion Hiram bad gi?:i 'C-’gg}
ever maintained for the Father, 1012,
prompted him to fend a gratula-
tory Embafly to the Son, exprefling great Joy' tq
find the Regality continued in the Family. When
thefe Ambafladors returned, Soboméin embraced
the Occafion, and wrote a Letter to’ Hiram in
thefe Terms : -

King Solomon #0 King Hiram, greeting.
< E it known to thee, O King, that my
¢ Father David had it a long Time in his
¢ Mind to ere& a Temple to the Lord, but being
. ¢¢ perpetu=
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« perpetually in War, and under a Neceflity 6f
“ clearing his Hands of his Enemies, and make
¢ them all his Tributaries, before he could attend
 to thisgreatand holy Work, he hath left it to me
<« tin Time of Peace, both to begin, and to finith
“ it, according to -the Dire@ion, as well as the
<« Predition of #LMIGHTY GOD. Blefled
“ be his great Name for the prefent Tranquillity
¢ of my Dominions! and by hisgracious Affiftance,
¢ I thall now dedicate the beft of Improvements of
¢¢ this Liberty and Leifure to his Honour and
¢ Worfhip. Wherefore I make it my Requeft,
¢ that you will let fome of your People go along
¢ with fome Servants of mine to Mount Ledanus,
¢ to affit them in cutting down Materials to-
¢¢ wards this Building ; for the Sidonians under-
¢ ftand it much better than we do.- As for the
¢¢ Workmens Reward, or Wages, whatever you
L think reafonable fhall be pun&ually paid them."

H IRAM was hlghly pleafed with this Let-
ter, and returncd the following Anfwer : '

King Hiram ¢o King Solomon.

“ OTHING could have been more
“ welcome to me, than to underftand that
<t the Government of your blefled Father is de-
¢¢ yolved, by God’s Providence, into the Hands
st of fo excellent, fo wife, and fo virtuous a Suc-
Al ceﬂbr Hls holy Name be praifed for it | That
a ¢¢ which
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* which you write far fhall be done with all Care
“ and Good-Will: For I will give Qrder to cut
¢ down, and export fuch Quantities of the faireft
- ¢ Cedars, and Cyprefs-Trees, as you fhall have
4 Occafion for : My People fhall bring them to
¢ the Sea-fide for you, and from thence fhip them.
¢ away to what Port you pleafe, where they may
¢ lie ready for your own Men to tranfport them to
¢ Ferufalem, It would be a great Obligation,
¢ after all this, to allow us fuch a Provifion of
¢ Carn in Exchange, as may ftand with your
&« Convenience ; for that is the Commodlty we
o Iﬁ'&hden w& moft,”

S'O LO M O N was highly pleafed with this
Anfwer of the Tyrian King, and in Return for
his generous Offers, ordered him a yearly Prefent
of 20,000 Meafures of Wheat, and 20,000 Mea-
fuzes of fine. Ol for his Houthold ; befides the
fame Quantity of -Barley, Wheat, Wine and
Oil, which he engaged.to give Hiram's Mafons,
who were to be employed in the intended Work
of the Temple. Hiram was to fend the Cedars,
Fir, and other Woods, upon Floats to Foppa,
there to be delivered to whom Salemon thould dire&t,
in order to be carried to Ferufalem. - He fent him
alfo a Man of his own Name, a Tyrian by Birth,
but of Ifraelitip Defcent, who was a fecond
Benaleel, and honoured by his King with the Title
of Father; and in 2 Chron. ii. 13. is called
Hirawm ABir. This infpiced Mafter was,

o ' without
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withouit Queftion, thé moft curining, fKilful ‘and®

curious Workman that évur':livéd, ‘whofe Abilities’
were not confinedto Building only, but extended’

to all Kinds of Work, whether in' Gold, Silver;*

Brafs, or Ironi; " whether in Linen; Tapeftry, of’
Embroidéry ; whether confidered as an-Architect,”
Statuary, Founder- or- Defigner, -feparately or to’
gether, he equally excelled. From his Defigns,’
and ‘under his Direétion, all the rich and fplendid’
Furniture: of the Temple, and-its feveral Appen-’
dages, ~werei begun, carried on, and finifhedy
Salomon appointed him, in his Abfence, to.fill the
Chair, as Deputy-Grand-Mafter ;- and in his Pre+-
fence, Senior Grand-Warden, Mafter of Work,
_and general Overfeet " of: all Artifts, a8 well thofe
whom Dgzid had formerly. procured from Tyre.
and S¢don, as thofe Hiram fhould now fend. The
Fellow-Crafts were ordered to. be partitioned into
-..LoDGES, -of a certain Number, with' a Mafter:
and Wardens in each, to be duly paid, fed, and-
cloathed, <aad ‘to take Care of their Succeffion :
Thus a lafting Foundation was daid of perfe&t-
Harmony, " Love, - and -Friendfhip ;. each knew
his peculiar Bufinefs and, Duty, and the grand
Defign was’ vigoroufly purfued. The Alliance’
between thefe wife -and Jearned Princes ended:
only with their Lives. . A
..D IU 8, the Hiftorian, tells us, that the Love
of Wifdom was the chief Inducement to that
Tendernefs of Friendthip betwixt Hiram and
Solomon 3 that they--interchanged "difficult, and.
ERNY myfterious
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-myftetious Qxefhom, and Points of Art, to be
folved accordmg ta ‘the true Reafon and Nature
of the Matter in Hand,” Menander, of Epbefus,
~who -tranflated the Tyrmn Annals, out of the
Phil; iftine Tongue, *into Greek, alfo relates, that
when any of . thefe Propofitions proved too hard
for thofe wife and learned Pnnces, AMeymonu:, or
Abdomenus, the Tyrian, called in the old Confti-
- tutions, Aymon, or Hiram Abif, anfwered every
Device that was put to him, 2 Chron: ii. 143 and
even challenged Solomon, though the wifeft Princé
on Eaith, with the Subtlety of the Queﬁions‘ he
propofed.

To carry on this ftupendous Work w:th greater
Eafe and Speed, Solomon caufed all the Craftfmen,
as well Natives as Foreigners, to: be: numbered,
and clafled as follows, viz.

1. HARODIM, Princes, Rulers) oc;
" or Provofts, in Number . 3
- 2. MENATZCHIM, Over-
feers and Comforters of the People in
working, that were cxpcrt Mafter-
Mafons .
3.GHI BL 1M, Stone-Squarers,e

3300

Polithers and Sculptors ; and I8 H,

CHOTZE B, Men of Hewing ;

and BENAI, Setters, Layers or{" 80,000

Builders, being able and mgemous o

Fellow-Crafts -
' Camed over 8 3,6oo

4 Tm:
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. : Brought over 83,600
. 4 Tue Levy out of Mrael, ap-
pointed to work in Lebanom, one
Month in three, 10,000 every Morith, 30,000
under the Dire&ion of noble Adoniram,
who was the junior Grand-Warden.

- ALL the Free-Mafons employed ing

the Work of the Temple, exclufive
of the.two Grand-Wardens, were
Besipes the Jb Sabbal, or Men of Burthen,
the Remains of the O/d Canaanites, amounting
to 70,000, who are not numbered among Mafons.
WHEN they were all duly marfhalled, Solomon,
who had been ftill adding immenfe Quantities of
Geld, Silver, precious Stones, and other rich
Materials, to thofe which David had laid up be:
fore his Death, put them into proper Hands, to
be wrought into an almoft infinite Variety of
Ornaments. The vaft Number of Hands em-
ployed, and the Diligence, Skill, and Dexterity
of the Mafler of Work, the Overfeers and Fellow-
Crafts, was fuch, that he was able to level thé
Foot-Stone of this vaft Stru@ure in the fourth Year
of his Reign, the third after the Death of Dawid,
and the 480th after the Children of Ifraels pafling
the Red-Sea. This magnificent
\Yﬁe::ldoi ;l: Work was begun in Mount Moriab,
of the Flood on Monday, the fecond Day of the
1336, before MNonh Zif, which anfwers to the
Chrift 1013. twenty-firft of our April, being the
fecond Month of the facred Year; and was ca;-
: rie

113,600
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+
ried on with fuch prodigious Speed, that it wag
finithed in all its Parts in little more than feven
Years, which happened on the eighth Day of the
Month Bul, which anfwers to the twenty-third
of our October, being the feventh Month of the
facred Year, and the eleventh of King Solormsn.
What is flill more aftonifhing, is, that every Piece
of it, whether Timber, Stone, or Metal, were
brought ready cut, framed, and polithed, to
Ferufalem ; fo that no ether Tools were wanted,
or heard, than what were neceflary to join the-
feveral Parts together. All the Noife of Ax,
Hammer, and Saw, was confined to Lebanom, the
Quarries and Plains of Zeredathah, that nothing -
might be heard among the Mafons of Sion, fave
Harmony and Peace,

TrE Length of the Temple, or Holy Place,
from Wall to Wall, was fixty Cubits of the facred '
Meafure ; the Breadth twenty .Cubits, or one
third of its Length ; and the Height thirty -
Cubits to the upper Ceiling, diftin& from .the
Porch : So that the Temple was twice as long and
large every Way as the Tabernacle. The Porch
was 120 Cubits high; its Length twenty ; and
Breadth ten Cubits. The Harmony and Symmetry -
of the three Dimenfions in the Temple are very
remarkable, which are the Propqrtions congruous
to the three great Concords in Mufick, which
muft be a grateful Proportion to the Eye, as that
Harmony in Mufick is fo exceedingly ravithing to
the Ear.  The Oracle, or Moft Holy Place, was.
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a perfe® Cube of twenty Cubits, thereby fha-
dowing the Perfetion of Happinefs : The great
Philofopher, Ariffotle, fays, that he who bears the
Shocks of Fortune valiantly, and demeans him-
felf uprightly, is truly good, and of a [quare Pofture
without Reproof. Befides, as the fquare Figure is .
she moft firm ia Building, fo this Dimenfion of
the Oracle was to denote the Conftancy, Duration
and Perpetuity of Heaven, The Wall of the
Outer Court, or that of the Gentiles, was 7700
Feet in Compafs, and all the Courts and Apart-
ments would contain 300,000 People : The
Whole was adorned with 1453 Columns of Pariar

- Marble, twifted, fculptured, and voluted, with 2906
Pilaftres, decorated with magnificent Capitals, and
about double that Number of Windows, befides
thofe in the curious Pavement. The Oracle and
San@uary was lined with mafly Gold, adorned
with all the Embellithments of Sculpture, and fe¢
with numerous, moft gorgeous, and dazzling De-
corations of Diamonds and all Kinds of precious
Stones,

No Strufture was ever to be compared with -
the Temple, for its exaftly proportioned and
beautiful Dimenfions, from the magnificent Por-
tico on the Eaft, to the glorious and reverend
Santtum Santorum on the Weft ; with _the nu-
merous Apartments for the Kings, Princes, San-
hedrim, Priefts, Levites and Pcople of Ifrael; and
the Outer Court for the Gentiles, it being an Houfe
of Prayer forall Nations, The Profpe&t of ‘it

N highly
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highly tranfcended all that we are now capable to
imagine, and has ever been efteemed the fineft
Picce of Mafonry upon Earth, before or fince.
.THE old Conftitutions aver, that :
fome thort Time before the Confe- Year of the
cration of the Temple, King Hiram gi‘}gi‘ é%fw
came from Tyre to take a View of o5
that mighty Edifice, and to infpe&
the different Parts thereof, in which he was ac-
companied by King Solomon, and the Deputy
Grand Mafter, Hiram Abif ; and after -his View
thereof, declared the Temple to be the utmoft
Stretch of human Art. Solomn here again re-
newed the League with Hiram, and made him a
Prefent of the facred Scriptures, tranflated into
the Syriac Tongue, which it is faid is ftill extant
ainong the Maromites, and other Eaftern Chrifti-
ans, under the Name of the old Syriac Verfion.
" T'uE Temple of Fehovab being finithed, under
the Aufpices of the wife and glorieus King of
Ifrael, Solomon, the Prince of Archite@ure, and
the:-GRAND MasTER Mafon of his Day, the
Fraternity celebrated the Cape-Stone with great
Joy ; buttheir Joy was foon interrupted by the fud-
den Death of their dear and worthy Mafter Hirasm,
Abif 5 nor lefs was the Concern of King Solomaon,
who after fome Time allowed to the Craft to vent
their Sorrow, ordered his Obfequies to be per-
formed with great Solemnity and Decency, and
buried him in the Lodge near the Temple, ac-
: c * cording
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cording to the ancient Ufages among Mafons; and
long mourned for his Lofs.

Tse Fame of this grand Edifice foon prompted
the Inquifitive of all Nations to travel, and fpend
fome Time at Ferufalem, and furvey its Excellen-
cies, as far as was allowed to. the Gentiles 3 and they
foon found, that the joint Skill of all the World
came infinitely fhort of the Ifraelites, in the
Wifdom, Strength, and Beauty of their Architec-
ture, by which, as by the moft perfe& Pattern,
they refolved to’correét that of their own Coun-
trics at their Return,

CHAP 1V

The State of MAsoNRY from the
Conficration td the Deftruction of -
Solomon’s Temple, and Capthty of
the Jews.

HE Work of the Temple being compleated,

the Fraternity were next employed in
carrying on other great Works in Ferufalem 5 as
alfo in building the Houfe of the Foreft of Le.-
banon, with a large Watch-Tower, that looked
on the Road to Damafcus ; and feveral Cities on °
the Road from Ferufalem to Lebanon ; the Store
Cities Eaft and Wett of Fordan; the Cities of Afor
I Mogeden

.



MASONRY. 37

Magedon and Gazara, in the Land of the Phi-
liflines > And laft of all Tadmor, in the Defart to-
wards Syria, one Day’s Journey from the Euphrates,
and fix from Babylm, called in later Times by
the GreeF’s Palmyra, with a lofty Palace in it :
The vaft and glorious Ruins of this once great
City, in Marble Pillars, Arches, and other grand
Remains, has been at large defcribed, and are
feen by Travellers to this Day.

AL L thefe and many more coftly
Edifices were finithed in the fhort Year of the
Space of thirteen Years after the ll;le?‘:?e 8: %
Temple, by the Care of 550 Prin- 979.
ces, or Mafters of Work : For
Mafonry was carried on throughout all the Klﬁg-
dom of Ifrael, and many Lodges were conftituted
under Grand-Mafter Solomon, who, as the old
Conftitutions relate, annually affembled the
GRrAND LODGE, at Ferufalem, to preferve the
Cement of the Fraternity, and tranfmit their
Affairs to the lateft Pofterity.

UroN the Deceafe of Solomon,
many of his Mafons began to tra- Year of the

vel, and carried with them the g‘e‘;ﬁe 3335
high Tafte of Architefture, with 975-.

the Secrets of the Fraternity, into

the feveral States of 4fia and Africa, and alfo into

Eurspe; for the Tradition is, that they travelled to

Herculess Pillarsin theWeft ; and to Cashay, in the

Eaft; and the old Conftitutions do moreover affirm,

that one called Ninus, who had been at the build-
Ca2 ing .
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ing of the Temple, brought the refined Know-
ledge of the Science and the Art into Germany and
Gaul.

. In many Places, being highly favoured, they
obtained fpecial Privileges 5 and becaufe they
taught their liberal. Art to the Free-born only,
they were called FrREE-Masons; conttituting
Lodges in the Places where they were employed
in Building, by the Encouragement of the Great,
Noble, and Wealthy, who foon requefted to be ac-
cepted as Members of the Lodge, and Brothers of
the Craft 3 till by Merit, thofe Free and Accepted
Mafons came to be Mafters and Wardens. Then
it was that. Kings, Princes and Potentates became
Grand-Mafters, each in his own Dominions, in
Tmitation of Solomon 3 fo that the Gentile Nations
improved every where beyond Expreflion, and be-
came excellent Mafons.

Tue Divifion of Solemon’s Do-
Year of the minions into the Kingdomsof Ifrael
tlood 1374-  and Fudab, did not much affet the
Before Chrift L, . .

974- Fraternity, or difturb their Lodges:

- For Jeroboam ordered them to build

‘1him two Palaces, the one at Sichem, and the other
at Penuel ; and alfo to make and ere& the two
curious Statues of the Golden Calves, with Tem-
p'es for their Worthip, the one in Betbel, and the
other in Dan, which were worfhipped by the
Ifraelites till they were taken and carried away
by Selmanefar and Tiglath-Pilefer. King Baafha
huilt Tiizab for his Palace ; and King Omri built
T Samaria
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Samaria for his Capital ; where his Son King
Ahab. built a large and fumptuous Temple for kis
1dol .Baal; afterwards deflroyed by King Febu,
ard a Palace of Ivory, befides many Caftles and
fenced Cities.

TuEe People of Leffer Afia became excellent
Mafons, particularly “at Sardis in Lydia, and alt
-along the Sea Coaft in their- mercantile Cities, and
efpecially at Epbefus, where the old Temple of
Diana, which had been built in the

. Days of Mafes; and burnt -down Year of: the
fome Years after the-Death of So- gi‘;gi a;ofjl

lomon, was now ordered to be re- 941.

. edified- in great Splendor. Ac-

cordingly the Kings of Afia refounded and adorned

it with 127 Pillars of the beft Marble, in two
. Rows, in the Form of a double Portico, each
~ fixty Feet high, and thirty-fix of them were of

moft exquifite Sculpture, by the DireGion of Dre-
Siphom and  Archiphran, the Difciples of Solomen’s

Travellers : But it was not finifhed till the Days

of Hezekiah, King of Fudah, by Demetrius, and
. Paonius the Ephefian, having employ ed the Craft
. for 220 Years.,

Tae Temple of Diana was of the knic Order,
in Length 425 Feet, in Breadth 220, with a duly
proportioned Height. This magnificent and ad-
mirable Fabric became.the. third of the feven
. Wonders of Art, and the Miftres of Lgfer
Afsa ; and which for its aftonifling Workmanthip,
. Xerxes, the avowed Enemy of Image Wor-
- C3 thip,
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fhip, thought fit to leave ftanding, while he burn
all the other Temples in his Way to Greece,.
: - Bur on the fame Day that
;‘}?o‘-d of the loxander the Great was born, after
Before Congp it bad flood 365 Years from the
. 356. Time of its being finifhed, this beau-
tiful Edificce was burnt to the
Ground by a Villain, who thought thereby to
tranfmit his Name to Pofterity ; for upon being
put to the Rack he acknowledged that his only
View was, that by deftroying fo excellent a Work,
he might perpetuate his Name, and make it be
remembered in after Ages: Whereupon the Coun-
cil of Afia made a Decree, that no one fhould
ever name him ; but this made him fo much the
more remembered, fo remarkable an Extrava--
gance fcarce efcaping any of the Hiftorians that
have written of thofe Times. It was again rebuile
by the famous Archito& and Defigner, Denocrates,
at the Expence of the neighbouring Princes and
States, '

THue Afyrian Monarchs, ever fince Nimrod
and Ninus, had cultivated the Royal Art, efpecially
at their great Nineveh, down to Sardanapalus,

' who being befieged by his Brother
Year of the Tiglath-Pilefer, and his General,
Flood 135%.  Nabonafar, burnt bimfelf, bis Fa-
Bco;;o. it mily, and vaft Treafurc in old

Nimrod's Palace, in the twelfth
Year of Fotham, King of Fudah; when the
‘ Empire
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Empire was partitioned between Tiglath, who
fuccceded at Nineveh, and Nabonaffar, who
reigned over Chaldea.

NABONASS AR, called alfo Belefis and
Baladan, was an excellent Archite&® and Aftro-
nomer ; and during his whole Rengn, employed
and encouraged the Craft, parti- :
cularly in building the great Baby- l‘:le” of the
bn : From the Beginning of his hocd 1ot

. ginning Before Cbrift
Reign, commenceth the famous 747.
aftronomical Ara, which ftill bears
his Name. The Science and the Art long flou-
rithed under the Babylonian Princes, and extended
now to the remoteft Parts of Afia. About this
Time, alfo, we find that ‘old Mafonry took a
weftern Coutfe ; for the Difciples of Selewen’s
Traveﬂcrs, by the Enccuragement of Princes zrd
States in the Weft, bullt, enlarged, cmbellifted
and adorned” Cities pak Number, particularly
Conflantinople, Rome, Ravenna, and many more
in Greece, Italy, Spain and Gaul.

THe Syrians adorned Damafcus, B
by the Affiftance of Sslomon’s Ma- Year of the
fons, with a lofty Temple, a royal g‘;,gfe Eg?"gﬂ
Palace, and a public Altar of moft 240.
-admirable 'Workmanthip, which
laft fo ravithed Ahaz, King of Fudah, that. be
caufed a Pattern thereof to be taken, and fent it
to Urijah, the High Prieft of Ferufalem ; and
upon his Return, having removed the Altar of

C 4 the
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the Lord out of its Place in the Temple, ordered
this new Altar to be fet up in its Stead.
NEBUCHADNEZZAR capti-
Year of the vated all the Royal Family, and
World 3416, Flower of the Nobles of Fudab,
of the Flood . . .
. 1760. efpecially of the more ingenious
Before Chrift Craftfmen, that were of the fair-
5§88, eft Countenance and quickeft Parts,
' * laid wafte the whole Land of
Ifrael; and with numberlefs other fine Edifices,
deftroyed the glorious and inimitable Temple of
Solomon : For in the fifth Month, on the feventh
Day of the Month, i. ¢. towards the End of our
Fuly, came Nebuzaradan, Captain of the Guards
to the King of Babylen, to Ferufalem, and after hav-
ing taken out all the facred Veflels, and the two fa-
mousPillars, that were in the Temple, and all the
Riches that could be found in the King’s Palace,
and the City : He did, purfuant to the Command
of his Mafter, on the tenth of the fame Month,
~ fet both the Temple and City on Fire, overthrew
all the Walls, Fortrefles and Towers belonging
thereto, wholly rafing and levelling it to the
Ground, till he had brought all to a through and
perfeé Defolation.
- NEBUCHADNEZZ AR, being
Year of the pnow at Reft from all his Wars, and
l;l??d &78 being in full Peace at home, he
70, "i#  applied himfelf with great Induftry
' to the carrying on this grand De-
fign in finifhing of his- Buildings at Babylon, and
employed
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* employed therein all the able Artifts of Fudea,
and other Captives to join his own Chaldeann Ma-
fons ; who by their joint Labour made it the
-fourth of the feven Wonders of Art. The moft
famous Works therein were the Walls of the City,
the Temple of Belus, in which were placed the
brazen Sea, the Pillars, &, brought from Ferufalem,
the Palace and hanging Gardens, the River and the
artificial Lake and Canals, made for drai'ning that
River. In the Magnificence and Expence of
which Works, he much exceeded whatfoever had
been done by any King before him: And ex-
cepting the amazing Wall of China, nothing like
it has been fince attempted whereby any one elfe
can be equalled to him. This fumptucus Grand-
Mafler, alfo, caufed to be erected in the Plainsof
Dura a golden Image of their God Baal, fixty
.Cubits bigh, and fix broad ; containing 7000 Attic
Drachma’s of Gold, according to Disderus, which
amounts to three Millieris and a half of our
Money. :
Tue Fewifh Captives, after Nebuchadnezzar’s
Death, kept themfelves at Work in regular
Lodges, waiting the appointed Time of their De-
liverance ; for Belfhazzar being
flain, Cyrus, the Perfian, foon after Year of the
removed the imperial Seat to Sufiana, gi“’,:i 23‘9'
in Perfia, and thereby put an End 538. 4
to the Babylmian Empire, after it
kad ftood 209 Years ; and promifed the fraclites
Cs great
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great Favour, and a fpeedy Reftoration to their
own Land.
TuER Medes and Perfians had
};":o"d of 6““ much improved in the Royal Art,
Before Ebn‘;f and had even out-done the Affyrians
707. in Mafonry at Ecbatana, which
, being repaired, beautified and vaftly
enlarged by Deioces, King of the Medes, who
reigned there with great Wifdom, Honour and
Profperity for above fifty Years; during which
‘Time he conftantly employed the Fraternity, and
it becoming a great City, he is for this Reafon,
by the Greeks, thought to be the Founder of it.
Alfo Sufiana and Perfepolis, with many more fine
Citics were built before the Perffans had overcome

the . in War, where they
had { but yet did not come
up t : Temple, and other
-Stru

"CHAP.
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CHAP V.

The State of M AsoNRY from
Grand-Mafler Cytus, to Grand-Maf
ter Seleucus Nicator.-

Y RUS, now King of Kings,
and Founder of the Perfian Year of the
Empire, iffued out his Decree for glefozi lcsblnzﬁ
reftoring the Fews unto their own 536.
Land, and the rebuilding of the
Temple at Ferufalem : And conftituted for his
principal Grand-Mafter of Fudea, Zerubabel, the
Son of Salathiel, under the Title of Tirfbatha, by
immediate Commiffion from him. All the Veflels
of Gold and Silver brought to Babylm from
Ferufalem, were, by this Decree, ordered to be
delivered by Mitbredath, the King’s Treafurer, to
Zerubabel, who carried them back to Ferufalem ;
the Veflels that were at this Time reftored, a-
mounted to 5400, the Remainder was brought
back by Ezra, in the Reign of Artaxerxes Longi-
manu; many Years after,  But before the Temple
was half finithed, Cyrus died, which then put a
Stop to the Work, and afterwards by various Arti-
' fices
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fices of his Succeffors; yet in twenty Years it was

finifhed, which happened in the

Year of the . ; s
Flood 1832, fixth Year of Darjus Hyfiafpes 5

Before Cbriff

516. . Solomon, either for Extent or Deco-

. ration, yet being in the true Solo=
monian Style, it was the fineft Building upon
Earth. The Sidonians were frank and liberal
towards this Work, as in the Days of Hiram,
bringing down Cedar-Planks in Abundance from
Libanus to the Sea-Shore, and from thence into
the Port of Foppa, as they had been ordered firft
by Cyrus, and after him by Darius. Here, alfo,
the curious Craftfmen held ftated and regular
Lodges, as in the Days of Solomon, affociated with
the Mafter-Mafons, giving LeGures, and firiclly
adhering to good old Uflages.
DARIUS was a Prince of
Year of the Wifdom, Clemency and Juftice ;
gi‘}::le L%:lgﬂ and hath the Honour to have his
7 sz0. Name recorded in Holy Writ for
‘ a Favourer of God’s People, 2 Re-
florer of his Temple, and a Promoter of his
Worlhip therein ; he was blefled with a numerous
Iffue, a long Reign, and great Profperity. In
the Time of his Reign, firft appeared in Perfia,
the famous Zerdufbt or Zorsafires, the Archimagus
or Grand-Mafter of the Magians: He was called
the Teacher of all Human and Divine Know-
ledge ; and his Difciples were great Improvers - of
Geometry, and the liberal Arts, ere@ing many

Palaces

though far inferior to the Templeof -
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Palaces and Fire Temples in the Empire, and long
flourithed in Eaftern 4fic. A Remnant of them
are ftill to be found in Perfia, and feveral Parts of
the Eaft, who retain many Ufages peculiar to the
Free-Mafons ; but they are not confidered in a
religious View, for every Brother is left to Liberty
of Confcience, being only ftrily charged to
maintain the Cement of the Lodge, and the
Artticles of Nuab. o

AHASUE RUS, called 4r:
taxerxes Lomgimanus, baving mar- Year of the
ried the beautiful Fewefs, Queen E?gi &iﬁ;
Efther, became a great Favourer of s10.
the Fews ; and in the third Year of -
his Reign, he made a great Feaft in his Palace of
Suza; And the Drinking was according to the Law,
none did compel : For fo the King bad appointed to all
the Officers of his Houfe, that they fhould do according
to every Man’s Pleafure. Eft. 1. v. 8. He alfo
appointed Ezra, the learned Scribe, to fucceed
Zerubabel in the Dire@ion of the Craft ; who
built many Synagogues as well in Ferufalem as in
the other Cities of Fudea : And next to him
Nchemiah, who built the ftrong ,
Walls of Ferufalem : He for that Year of the
Purpofe divided his Workinen into gle"f:fe '&93‘
Clafles or Companies, more pro- 455 i
‘perly Lodges, and affigned to each
of them the Quarter where they were to work,
and their Places of Refrethment; but referved to
himfelf the Reviewal and DireQion of the Whole,

N n
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in which he laboured fo effeually as to compleat
the Work, notwithftanding the utmoft Efforts of
his Enemies, both within and without the Walls,
to retard his Defign. While Part of the Crafe
were carrying on the Building, the other ftood to
their Arms to defend them againft any fudden
Attack: And all had their Arms at Hand, even

while they worked, to be ready at a Signal given -

to draw together to any Part, where the E-
nemy fhould be difcovered to be coming upon
them. , .
' DARIUS NOTHUS gave

Year of the Yeave to Samballet, the Horonite,
Befow (35 the Friend and Advocate of the
408. Samaritans, to build a Temple upon
Mount Gerizim, near Samaria, and

fo far infinuated himfelf into the Favour of Darius,
as to procure the High-Priefthood for Manafs,
his Son-in-Law, and Brother to Faddua the High-
Prieft of Ferufalem. This Temple ftood in Splen-
dor till demolithed by Fobn Hyrcanus, who levelled

* the City and Temple with the Ground ; and com-

pelled all the Zdumeans to conform to the Law of '

Mofes.  After Nebemiab, the High-Prieft of Fery-
Jalem, was ufually the Provincial Grand-Mafter of
Judea, as well under the Perfians as the Greeks.
and Romans. o

- UNDER Darius Ochus, Maufolus King of Caria,

in Leffer Afia, died, which Accident was ren-
dered famous by the great Grief which Artemefia,
who was both his Sifter and his Wife, exprel}'ed
' or
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for his Lofs. Before fhe died, fhe

sook Care for the ereing that fa- Year of the
mous Monument for him, at Hali- Flood 1995
carnaffus, which was reckoned the
fifth of the feven Wonders of the
World, and from whence all Monuments of more
than ordinary Magnificence are called Maufolesxms.
It was in Length from North to South fixty-three
Cubits, in Circuit 411 Feet, and in Height 140
Feet, furrounded with 136 Columns of moft
admirable Sculpture; and the Fronts, Eaft and
Weft, had Arches feventy-three Feet wide, with
a Pyramid on the fide Wall, ending in a pointed
Broach, on which was a Coach with four Horfes of
one Marble Stone.  All was performed by the four
beft Mafons of the Age, Scopas, Leachares, Timotheus, -
and Briax.

AFTER the Ere&ion of Sslsmon’s, or as fome
think, the fecond Temple, the Royal Art was
brought into Greece, where the Craft was en-
couraged to the utmoft, and Geometry every where
cultivated with uncommon Induftry ; many noble
Stru&ures were ere&ed, which to this Day fhew
their former Magnificence and Grandeur, though
many of thofe early Performances of the Greeks in
Archite@ure have been loft in the Ruins of Timc.

THE Greeks, however, were not
very famous for their high Tafte in Yl“" of the
the Royal Art, till the Time of Be?:fe g‘:’}
Thales the Milefian, who was the 547
firft that brought Geometry with :
very great Improvements out of Egypt into Greece.

PYTH 4-
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PYTHAGORAS, the Scholar of Thales,
alfo, travelled into Egypt, and from thence to
Babylm, in which Countries he continued twenty-
two Years, became the Difciple of Zoroaflres, and
acquired all the Learning of the Magians; as
well as the Law of Mbfes, and the facred Writings
from the Babylonian Fews. Upon his Return into

, Greece, he became the Head of a
l‘:le:;d 9‘; 8;“: new Se&, and alfo formed an Aca-
Before Chrif dc.nfy, or Lodge of good Geome=

516. tricians, to whom he communi-
cated the Secrets of the Science and
the Art, and all the Ufages of the Free-Mafons ;.
and foon after difcovered, with many other Pro-
pofitions, theforty-feventh of the firlt Book of
Euyclid, which if rightly underftood, is not only
the Foundation of Mafonry, but of all Proportions
and Dimenfions whatfoever., This by Mafons is
called his EUREK A, becaule thiey have it by Tra-
dition that he was the Inventor of it.
" ArTER the Death of Pythagoras, Geometry
was the darling Study of the Grees, and their
learned Men reduced tlie noble Science to the Ufe
‘of ingenious Mechanicks of all Sosts, that perform
by Geometry, as well as the Operators in Stone
and Brick. And as Mafonry and Geometry now
went Hand in Hand, many Lodges appeared,
efpecially in the Grecian Republicks, where Li-
berty, Trade and Learmng flourithed ; efpecially at
Sicyom, Athens and Corinth, and the Cities of lonia
till they brought to full Perfe@tion, their bcautiful
Dor;c, Iomc and Corinthian Orders in Archxte&miej;
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I'r would require a large Volume _
to defcribe all the famous Buildings }:ﬁ;"d °fl. _;he
with which the City of Athensonly g o C?m%)
was adorned : It was under the long 439.

- and glorious Government of Peri-

cles, that Athens enriched with Temples, Porticoes
and Statues, became the Admiration of all the
neighbouring States, and rendered herfelf almoft
as illuftrious by the Magnificence of her Buildings,
as fhe was for the Glory of her Exploits in War.
Thus were the Atbenians infpired with a Tafte for
all the fine Arts: For Pericles fet all the able Hands
to work, and raifed fo lively an Emulation among
the moft excellent Craftfmen in every Kind, that,
folely intent upon immortalizing their Names,
they ufed their utmoft Endeavours, in all Works
committed to their Care, to excel each other, and
to furpafs the Magnificence of the Defign by the
Beauty and Spirit of the Execution. It might
have been believed, that there was not a fingle
Building, but muft have required a great Number
of Years, and a long Succeffion of Men to com-
pleat it: And yet, to the Aftonithment of every
Body, they were all carried to fo furprizing a De-
gree of PerfeQion under the Government of one
Man ; and that too in a very few Years, confider-
ing the Difficulty and Excellency of the Work-
manthip.

SucH was the great Perfeftion that the fine
Arts had .mow attained .to in Greece, that to at-

tempt
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tempt to particularize the Arts, or enumerate the
Artifts, would baffle all Defcription. :
- GREECE abounded every where with the
moft famous and expert Archite&s, Mafons, Sculp-
tors, Statuaries, Painters, Defigners, Philofophers
and Academifts ; from whofe Subtilties in Art,
and Improvement in all the liberal Sciences, the
Fellow-Crafts were taught to be the beft Operators
upon Earth. All the excellent Painters and Phi-
lofophers are in the Lift of ancient Archite&s ;
they all taught Geometry, and many of them
pra&ifed operative Mafonry, and being Gentlemen
of great Repute, they were generally at the Head
~ of -the Craft, who by their fine Defigns and Draw-
ings, as well as their prudent Government of the
Lodges, bred up many able Artifts. By a Law in
Greecey, no-Slave was allowed to learn the feven
liberal Sciences, or thofe of the Free-born: Thefe,
according to the old Conftitutions, are Grammar,
Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, GEOMETRY,
Mufic and Aftronomy ; fo that in Greece, alfo, we
find the Fraternity were called FREE-MAsons,
and in their many Lodges, the Noble and Learned
were accepted as Brothers at this Time, and after--
- wards for many Ages,
_ JLEXANDER the Mace-
Year of the domian, having overcome Darius Co-
gi‘}":le g:,‘), domannus at the Granicus, and in the
° 334 Battles of Ifus and Arbela, taking
Tyre and Gaza, and foon over-ran
all Egypt ; when poor Darius flying into Baétria,
was
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was there murdered by one of his own Generals :
After a Continuance of 207 Years, in him ended
the Perfian, and in Alexander began the Grecian
Empire. In one of Alexander’s drunken Frolick-,
he -burnt the rich and fplendid City of Perfep:: <,
which was truly a City of Palaces in the beft
Style; but all its Beauty and Splendor could 11t
preferve it from the inebriated Fury of this i io.
lent Difturber and common Enemy of the human
Race ; by no Means to be allowed tovank in tlic
Lifts of true Mafons. :

HowEevER, his Archite®, the Year of .i:
renowned Denocrates, before men- gi?'::le 8'6’1
tioned, prevailed with him to per- 332. K
form fome grand Defign, and to en- 7
courage the Fraternity ; he propofed to him to di(-
pofe Mount Athos into the Form of that Prince’s
Statue, with a City in one Hand, and in the other
a large Lake to water that City ; but this great
Defign never took Effe&. The Ambition of
Alexander prompted him to the Building of a new
City in Egypt, in a very convenient Place over-
againft the Ifland of Pharus, and called it Alexan-
dria, which thenceforth became the Capital of
that Kingdom. It is remarked by Varre, that
at the Time of building Alexandria, the Ufe of the
Papyrus was firft found out, and ufed in that City
by the Fellow-Crafts to draw out their Defigns
and Plans for different Parts of their Work, and
other Ufes, The Papyrus, in its proper Significa-

- tion,
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tion, is-aSort of great Bulrufh, growing in the
Alarfhes of Egypt, near the Nile. It runs up intos
a triangular Stalk to -the Height of about fiftcen:
Fecty and is ufually a Foot and Half in Circum--
ference.  Thefe when flaked and feparated from-
the Stalk, made the Paper ufed by the Ancients,
and which from the Name of the Tree that bore
it, they called, alfo, Papyrus.. The Manner how
it was fitted for Ufe may be feen in the eleventh
syid twelfth Chapters of the thirteenith Book of
Pliny’s Natural Hiftory. Denccrates was the Ar-
chitect thereof, having firft drawn a Plan of the
¢ ity, with its Walls, Ga*es, and Streets, and Akex-
aider left him to perfect the faid Work according
to his Plan ; which afforded ample Employment
] for the Craft, But Alavander dying
glea' P of the grunk at Babylon, left his Empire tobe
Be(f,':re é‘zz.s ; Pparcelled out by his-Generals ;' when
rif .
323. Seleucus- Nicator reigning at Baby-
‘Jony and beéame an excellent Grand-
Mafter : He built the great City of ‘Seleucia for -his
‘Deputy in the Eaft ; and Antiech, in Syria, for
-his own’ capital Reﬁdence,‘ in the Wéft ; and
foon after many other Cities in Lefer Afia.

CHAP
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CHAP VL

Tbe State of M A 5.0 N R Y from Seleucs
Nicator fo the Death of Herod the
‘Great. .

ASONRY flourithed moft

in Egypt, where the Gre- Year of the
cian ArchiteQure was highly ad- E‘;gi 3’4!7,
mired, and where Ptolany Soter, 304_' -
another of Akexander’s Generals, had
fet up his Throne. Euckd, the famous Geometer
of Tyre, came to the Court of Ptolemy Soter, and
was by him- encouraged -to .colle® the fcattered
Elements of Geometry ; and he accordingly
digefted them into fuch Order, imptoved and
demonftrated them fo accurately, as to have left
no Room fer any others to exceed him therein ;
for which his Memory will ever be fragrant in the
Lodges. According to -the old Conftitutions,
ProrLemy, Grand-Mafter, with his Wardens,
Euclid the Geometrician, and-Straten the Philo-
fopher, built his Palace at Alexandria, and the
curious Mufeum or College of the Learned, with
the Library of Bruchium, near the Palace, that
was filled with 400,000 Manufcripts, or valuable
Volumes, before it was burnt in the Wass of
Fulius foar

Tui
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THE fucceeding King of Egypt,
Year of the  Proemy Philadelphus, finifhed the
ggf}g?, ZZE;I famous Tower in the Ifland of Pha-
it 184 rus, that was begun by his Father,
which became the fixth of the feven
Wonders of Art, and built the Heptaffadium, or
frven Furlong Bank for joining the faid Ifland to
¢he Continent, ‘This famous Piece of Architec-
ture fetved as a Light-Houfe for the Harbour of
Alexandria : It was built under the Dire&ion and
Care of his Grand-Wardens, Dexephanes of Cnidus
and his Son Soffratus.  Philadelphus, alfo, founded
the City of Mios Hormus, on the Red-Sea, built
the Temple of Vemus, in Crete, and rebuilt old
Rabbab, of the Ammanites, calling it Philadel-
phia : Nay, he was fo excellent an Archite&,
that all fine Mafonry for fome Years was called
Philadelphian, in Honour of this Prince. '
PTOL E MY, the Son of Phila~
Year of the defphus, called Euergetes, fucceeded,
gi?:ge ézf,} and was the Jaft good Grand-Mafter
246. in Egypt » His Wardens were his
two learned Librarians, Eratof-
thenes, of Cyrene, and Apollonius, of Rhodes. The
Library of Bruchewn being near full, he ereQed
another at Serapium, which in Time contained
300,000 Manufcripts, and Clegpatra afterwards
added 200,000 more, from the Library of Per-
gamus, given to her by Mark Anthony : But all
this vaft Library was burnt by the ignorant, ftupid’
and befotted Saracens, when they took the
City

3
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City of Alexandria, to the irreparable Lofs «of
the Learned. It had often been rifled on the Rcvo-
lutions and Commotions that happened in the
Roman Empire, yet it was as often repaired znd
replenithed again with ts full Number of Booiss,
till this its final Deftruion by the Saracen:.
This happened as follows : Fohannes Grammaticus,
the famous Ariffotelian Philofopher, being th:n
living at Alexandria, and having much ingratiated
himfelf with Amrus Eénol As, the General of tho
Saracen Army, and by Reafon of his great Le: -un--
" ing, made himfelf acceptable to him, he begg.d
of him the royal Library ; to this Amrus replied,
that it was not in his Power, but was wholly at
the Difpofal of the Caliph, or Emperor of the
Saracens, to whom he would write about it, who
returned for Anfwer, that if thofe Books contained
what was agreeing with the Alcoran, there was no
~ Need of them, for that alone was fufficient of
itfelf for all Truths ; but if they contained what
difagreed with the Alcoran, they were not to be
endured ; and therefore he ordered that whatfo-
ever the Contents of them were, they fhould all
be deftroyed ; whereon being diftributed among
the public Baths, they ferved as Fuel for fix
Months to heat all the Baths of Alexandria 3
which fhews how great the Number of them
was, and what an ineftimable Treafure of Learn-

ing was wholly deftroyed.
THE glorious Temple of Cyzicus, on the Helle-
Jpont, had Threads of beaten Gold in the Joi_nts,
. on
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o.1 the Infides, of exquifitely polifhed Marble Stones,
that caft a moft dazling Luftre on all the Pillars,
Statues and Images in the Temple : Befides the
curious Echo of the feven Towers at the Thracian
Gate of Cyzicus, and a large Town-Houfe, with-'
out one Pin or Nail in the Carpenter’s Work ;
{o t'1at the Beams and Rafters could be taken off, and
agiain put on without Laces or Keys to bind them,
i THE Rbodians employed the fa-
%‘lﬁd °§°ﬂ§° mous Archite@®, Chares, of Lindus,
Before C£t'_'ﬂ. to ere& the great Coloffus, at Rhbodes,
300. which employed him and his Craftf{-
men for twelve Years. It was

eftcemed the laft of the feven Wonders of Art,
and the greateft human Statue under the Sun, to
which it was dedicated. It was feventy Cubits
high, and duly proportioned in every Part and
Limb, ftriding over the Harbour’s Mouth, and
wide enough to receive between its Legs the largeft
Ships under Sail, and appeared at a Diftanee like
a high Tower. It was thrown down by an Earth-
quake after it had ftood 66 Years, and lay where
it fell for 894 Years more; till at Length in the
Year of Chrift 672, Moawias the fixth Caliph of
the Saracens, having taken Rbodes, fold the Brafs
to a Few Merchant, who loaded with it goo
Camels, and allowing only 80o Pound Weight to
every Camel’s Burden, the Brafs of this Coloffics,
after the Wafte of fo many Years, by the Ruft and
Wear of the Brafs itfelf, and the Purloinings and
Embezle~
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Embezelments of Men, amounted to 720,".00
Pounds Weight,

THE Greeks continuing to propagate the Science
and the Art in the very beft Manner, other
diftant Countries began to follow their Exaniple,
efpecially the Carthaginians and Sicilians, wtn
now began' to vye with the Greeks 5 and moit of
all at Syracufe, under the great and learned Gieo-
metrician, Archite®, Mechanic and Enginees
Archimedes, who was unfortunate-
ly flain in Syracufe when that City Year of the

was taken by Marcellus : Many g‘;.:i ci
of the Greek, African and Sicilian zo7. 4

Mafons had now travelled into the

Northand Wett of Europe, and propagated their ufe-
ful Art, in ftaly, Spainand the Balearic Iflands ; e-
very where being well received, and cordially en-
tertained. In all Nations hitherto, we find the Ma-
fons, aboveall other Artifts, to have been highly fa-
voured by the Eminent and Noble, who wifelyjoin-
ed the Lodges, for the better condu&ing of their
various Undertakings in old Archite&ure.

THE Tufeans, who had leng imitated the
G'reeks in Arts and Sciences, inftrufted the Romans
in the Sciences and the Improvement of Archi-
teQure { For Marcellus about this
Time ere@ed his famous Theatre, Year of the

. ; . Flood 2148.
with a Temple to Virtue, and ano- Before Chrif
ther to Honour ; and when, under 150.

Scipio Afiaticus, they beheld with i
Aftonithment the Grecian and Afiatic Buildings -
D ftanding
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fta. ding in full Splendor ; they refolved to imitate
the fime, efpecially after the Deftru®ion of Car-
thoge and Corinth. In a fhort ‘Time were built
the Palace of Paulus Emilius, the triumphal Arch
of J:arius, the three amazing Theatres of Scaurus,
tuc l.ibrary of Lucullus, the Theatre of Pompey,
witt. his Palace and Temple of Vidory ; the
grext Circus of Fulius Cafar, and his fine Palace
auct Tcmple of Penus : Cafar intended, after the
P.cduélion of the Parthians, as GRAND- MA STER
of the Roman Republic, to have employed the
Craft in many other great Works in Rome, but
was bafcly murdered by Bratus,
Year of the and others, before he had put thofe
Flood 2304. . . .
Before Chriff 8Ot Defigns in Execution : His
44. Death was foon followed by the
. Conqueft of . Egypt, the Death of
Clespatra, and End of the Grecian Monarchy ; and
the Commencement of the Roman Empire. by the
ViGory Augufius gained over Pompey at A&dium.
RO ME became now the Center both of
Learning and fupreme Power, under Auguffus,
the illuftrious Grand-Mafler, with his Deputy
Agrippa 5 who ereCed the great
Year of the Portico of the Pantheon ; and his
il;'c?g:le 8);3} pnncnpal Warden, the learned /7-
29. truvirs, became the Father of
truc Archite€ture by his admirable
Writings.  This mnghty Patron employed the
Yellow- Crafts, in repamng the public Edifices

after the Wars, and in building the Bridge of
Arminium,
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Arminium, the Temples of Apollo, of Mars the
Avenger, and of the Rotunda, called Gallucio, the
great Forum, and his own. principal Palace, the
fine Maufoleum, the Statue in the Capitol, the
curious Library, and the Park : And the Eminent
following his Example, built above 100 Marble
Palaces fit for the greateft Kings ; whereby many
Lodges were conftituted in the City and Suburbs ;
fo that duguffus juftly faid, when dying, 7 found
Rome built of Brick, but Ileave it built of Marble.
~ The Remains of ancient Rome are fo juft and cle-
gant, that they arc the beft Patterns of true Ma-

fonry extant, being all the old Grecian Architec-
ture in Epitome.
THE Afmomean Princesy and the

High-Prieft of the Fews, had been Year of the
Grand- Maffers, and had the Direc- ﬁi?od AL
ore Chrift

tion of the Fraternity for many 37.

Years in 7ua’ea 5 till Herod, the :
Hdumazan, came to be King, who, by cutting
off the Afmoneans, made the Sanhedrim ufelefs,
and fet up High-Priefts at his Plggfure ; and after
the Battle of Aftium, being reconciled to Au-
guflus, he began to fhew his mighty Skili in
Mafonry, and became an excellent Grand-Mafler,
or Patron of the Lodges, fent for the moft expert
Fellow-Crafts of Greece to affift his own Mafons;
and foon built a fplendid Grecian Theatre at Feru-
Jalemy-and rebuilt Samaria, which he called Setayie,
with a little, but moft delicate Temple, like to that
*of Ferufalem. H: made Cefarea the beft Har-
D2 bour
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bour in Palefline, and builk a Temple of white
Marble at Paneas, together with the Cities £nti-
patris, Phafaclis and Cypron, and the admir:
Tower of Phafacl, at Ferufalem, larger in Dis
menfions than the Pharus of Alexandria.

HE RO D being in full Enjoyment of Peace
and Plenty, formed a Defign of ngw building the
Temple at Ferufalem, whereby ‘he thought he
thoyld not only reconcile to himfelf the Affe&ions
of the Frws, but alfo ere® 2 Monument of lafting
Honour to his own Name. The Temple built
after the Return of the Fews from the Babylonifb
Captivity, though an admirable Building, fell
much fhort of that of Sckmon’s in the Height,
Magnificence, and other Particulars; and 500
Years being elapfed fince its Ere&ion, feveral
Decays had happened to it, both by the Length
of Time, and allo by the Violence of Enemies.
For the amending and repairing of all thofe De-
fe@s and Decays, Herod propofed to build the
whole Temple a-new, and in a general Affembly
of the People, offered to them what he intended,
But when he found them ftartled at the Propofal,
to deliver them from their Fears, he told them
that he would not take down the old Temple till
he had all the Materials ready fogqre&ing a new

one in its Place ; -ariacliprdingly he

Year of the did forthwith fet himfelf to makeal] ~
gf:?g?e af:} Manner of Pr-eparations for it, em<?
19. ploying thergin 1000 Waggons for
.carrying of the Stone and Timber ;

10,000 Mafons, befides Labourers, to fit 2ll Things
for
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for the Building, and marfhalled them into Lodges

under 1000 Priefts and Levites, fkilful in all Parts

of Archite&ure, to fupervife and dire& them in
the Work, himfelf ating as GRAND-MASTER,

- with his Wardens, Hillel and Shammai, two
learned Rabbins -of great Reputation. By thefe
Means, in two Years Time, he had got all Things
ready for the Building, and then, and not before,
did he pull down the old Temple to the very
Foundations, .

THE Fost-Stone of the new Temple was levelled
jult forty-fix Year before the firft Paflover of
Chriff’s perfonal Miniftry, at which Time the
Fews told him, Fobn ii. 20. Forty and fix Years
bath this Temple been in Building : For although
then forty-fix Years had paffed from the Time it
was begun ; yet that Part which was moft pro-
perly the Temple, that is, that which contained
the Holy Place, the Holy of Holies in the Eaft,
and the Porch in the Weft, through which was
the Paflage leading to both, were finithed at an
amazing Coft in the fhort Space of one Year and
fix Months, and_the reft defigned by Herod, in
eight Ycars more : When the Fra-
ternity celebrated the Cape-Stane, Year of the
-with great Joy and in due Form ; gi?g;ie 3}‘1‘2/,
and the King folemnized its Dedi- 20 .
cation with great Pomp and Ex-

“pence; and the Day appointed tor it, falling in
with the Day of the Year, when he firlt received
the Crown, augmented the Solemnity. _

D3 A
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A 6REAT Number of Mafons were there fiiHl
continued at Work for the carrying on the Out
Buildings, all the T'ime of our Savour’s being here
« - onEarth, and for fome Years after,
Al S# il the Coming of Geffius Florus to

be Governor of Fudea ; when he
caufed 18,000 Mafons to be difcharged at one
Time, which gave great Offence to the Fews,
and, perhaps, was one Caufe of thofe mariy Mu-
tinies and Seditions which at laft drew on the De-
ftruction of Ferufalem and the Temple with it ; fo
that it feems very unjuft to charge the Mafons
with being the Fomenters of thofe Diffurbances,
for the Want of Employment 5 when all the Fews
looked upon this Behaviour of the Roman Gover-
nor as levelled not only againft their Temple,
but their Worfhip alfo.
" FOSEPHUS defcribes the Temple of Hered
(Lib. 15. Cap. 14.) as a moft admirable and mag-
nificent Fabric of Marble, fet off with the greateft
Profufion of rich and coftly. Decorations, and the
fineft Building upon Earth, fince the Days of
Solomon 5 being much larger than the Temple of
Zerubabel 3 befides the Advantage of the Grecian
Style, and the Corinthian Order of Archite@ure,
with all its Jater Improvements.

WHILE Hered was accomplifhing thefe great
Works in Fudea, the Temple of Fanus was fhut
up at Rome ; being only the fifth Time of that
Ceremonial fince the Building of that City ; and
at this Time there was a general Peace over all the
World,

2
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World, and fo continued for twelve Years to-
gether, which was a very proper Prelude for
uthering in his Coming, who was the Prince of
Peace: For at this Period JEsus ,
CHRIST, EMMANUEL, the Year of the
great Archite® of the Chriffian World 4000.
Church, was bornat Berhlehemof Fu-  hfte the
o ood 2344.
deg. This tranfcendent Event fell Before (3,ip
out the fourth Year before the vul-
gar Chriftian fra, the 4000th Year
of Mafonry, the twenty-third of King Ferod, and
the twenty-fixth of Auguflus, after the Conqueft
of Egypt.
. Some Months afier the Birth of Chrifl, ng
-Heiod died, and notwithftanding his vaft - De-
figns, and prodigious Expence in Ma.fonry, he dicd
xich.

Durive the long Reign of Auguflus, the Craft
we have feen was well cultivated, and worthy
Craft(men every where employed and encouraged
as well in Europe as in Afa, till-his Death, which
happened at Nolz, in Campania, after a glorious
Reign of forty-four Years, ' :

D4  CHAP..
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CHAP VIL

The State of MasoNRrRY from the
Birth of Chrift 7o the Refloration of
the Auguftan Style in Italy.

 Year of the IBERIUS, the Collegue

World 4036, of Auguftus, having attained

of the Flood to the Imperial Throne, became a
2380.  Patron and Encourager of the Fra-

After Chrif  ternity ; and under him alfo the
3 Lord JEsus CHRIST was

crucified without the Walls of Ferufalem, by
Pontius  Pilate, the Roman Governor of Fudea,
and rofe again the third Day for the Juftification
of all that believe in him : Tiberius afterwards
banithed Pilate for his Injuftice to Chriff. The
Augufian Style was much cultivated, and the ex-
pert Craftfmen met with great Encouragement ;
v f th and that even by Nero, who raifed
W":ﬁ; 407 ; his own Statue of Brafs, 110 Feet
of the Flood high, and a moft glorious gilded

2417 Palace ; and alfo by Pefpafian,
After C/”'/“ who fent his brave Son Tirus to
70 fubdue the Fews, and take Feru/a-

lem, when a Soldier in the Sack of the Town,
contrary to the Orders of that generous and noble

Conqueror, fet Fire to the Temple ; foon after
that,
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that, the whole City was levelled with the Ground,
not one Stone being left upon another, and the
Conqueror ordered a Plow to pafs over the
Ruins thereof, as a Tellimony of its irrecover-
able State and final Defolation, agreeable to the
Prophecies that foretold its Deftrution.

Upon the Return of Titus from: the Overthrow
of the Few:i/h Nation, he caufed a triumphal Arch,
adorned with fplendid Engravings and Sculpture, to
be built, and foon after his noble Palace, with the
famous Statue of Laacoon of one Stone. Domitian
built the Temple of Minerva, and rebuilt that of
Fupiter Capitolinus, which he over-laid with Plates
of Gold: He alfo built a Palace more rich and
grand than that of Auguffus, Tra- )
Jjany by his Warden, the renowned Aﬁ"l lCl’"ﬂ
Archite& Apollodorus, laid 2 won- 4
derful Bridge over the Danube, built 2 noble
Circus and Palace, two triumphal Arches, and his
famous Column, that exceeds all Admiration, be-
ing 128 Feet high, and the Afcent to the Top of
it by 123 Stairs, with forty-four Windows. The
Afhes of this Emperor were put into an Urn, and
repofited in the Top of this ftately Column: It
was, moreover, adorned with Figures in Bafs
Relievo, afcending in fpiral Lines from the Bafe to
the Capital. The Roman Columns were not wont

"to be raifed without fome myftical Signification or
other, and in this Refpe they followed the In-
ventions of the Solomonian and Egyptian Mafons ;
fome being Monuments of Stability-and Firmnefs,

o Ds . fome



58 The HisToRrY of

fome of famous and noble Atchievments; and
others of Captivity, Reproach and Overthrow,
Adrian, who was a learned De-
figner and operative Mafon, re-
paired - the public Buildings, bailt .
the Roman Wall in Britain, an amazing Work ;-
a commodious Bridge at Rome ; and his famous
Maufeleum, with exa@ Colonading : And thus
‘flourithed the Royal Art down to Conflantine the
Great, who reared, at Rome, the

Aftero Chrif Lt triumphal Arch of the Augu/lan
3 - Style: For he removed his Throne

to Bizantsum, which he named Conflantinople, with
all the portable Monuments of Art from Iraly,
and the beft Artifts, to embellith his new Megro-
polis, that, together with the Craft of Mafonry,-
flourifhed till the Empire was partitioned between
Valentinian in the Weft at Rome, and Valens, in

the Eaft at Conffantinople.
To the Empire of the Eaft fuc-

After Chriff  ceeded Theodofius tb: Great, who
378 gloried . in being Patron of all the
Defi igners and Operators, the fame 25 Grand-
Mafter, and loved them fo well, that by a Law,
he exempted all the Craft from Taxation : He
ftopped the Career of the northern Nations, who
had over-run the polite World like a Deluge, with
the moft ferocious Rage, and the groffeft Ignorance
defacing and deftroying all the noble Monuments
of Antxquxty, and all Appearances of the liberal
Arts and Sciences, being the declared Enemies of
thcraturc.

Afeer Chrift
130.
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- Literature,  Theodefius became fole Emperor of
the Eaft and Weft, but unhappily partitioned it
again between his two Sons, Homorius and Area-

- dius, the latter of whom enriched the City of
Conflantinsple with many fuperb Strutures, and
-a lofty Pillar, with a Flight of Stairs in the Heart
of it, 147 Feet high. Theodofius the Younger,
alfo, enriched the fame City with many Statues,
Columns and Obelifks, being the Spoils of War
from Greece, Egypt and Afia; and employed the
Craft in repairing and ereQing fome additional
‘Works to the great Church of St. Sgphia.

FUSTINIAN the Fisft fup- )
ported the Lodges of Artifts or After g’”'ﬂ
Craftfmen, and reflored the whole 525
Roman Empire almoft to its former Greatnefs and
Glory : For in pure Zeal for the Auguffan Style,
and all noble Sciences, now in the extremeft Peril
of being loft, he fent his General, the brave and
renowned Belifarius, with a powerful Army a-
gaintt Totila, the Goth, who with a Multitude of
Savages bad taken old Rome, and fet it on Tire,
which continued burning for thirteen Days to-
gether, when about two Thirds of that lofty City

" was laid in Afhes, or levelled with the Ground ;
and muft all have undergone the fame Fate, but
that the daftardly Crew were forced .
to fly on the Approach of Belifa- After Chrit
rius. But what they had demo- S47:
lifhed, foon brought on the DeftruGtion of the
geft ; fo that at this Period may be fixed the total

‘ Departure
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Departure of Arts and Learning from Italy and
the Weft ; the Auguftan Style, with all its noble
Improvements, the worthy Craft of Mafonry,
‘and the Harmony of the Lodges being by Gosbrc
Ignorance overthrown and forgotten. .

. FUSTINIAN colle&ed the Body
After Gri® of "the Civil Law, which, by the
Judgment and Induftry of Trebonian,
and other Coadjutors, was digefted into the Fotm
we now have it: He alfo expended thirty-four
Millions of Gold in rebuilding the Church of
St. Sophia, which he intended fhould equal if not
excel the Temple of Sslomon, but in vain. This
Emperor caufed the Eyes of Belifarius to be put
out, and otherwife fo perfecuted. him, that he was
forced to beg at the great Gate of St. Sophia,
Date obolum Belifario, quem wirtas extulit, invidia
depreffit ® : Many great and noble A&ions were
performed by Fuflinian, but all of them will not
wipe off his: favage Ingratitude to fo worthy a
Man. '

’ . FromM this Period the Scienceand
Aﬂe; f_b'yg the Art began to decline a-pace in the
Eaft, as we have already obfesved it

had done in the Weft ; bloody Perfecutions and
Wars were for feveral Ages carried on, arnd moft
of the Emperors murdered by their Succeflors ;

with Millions of brutal Ations that degraded and
dif~

* Give a Halfpenny to Belifarius, whom Virtue bath
raifed, and Envy depreffed.
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difgraced the Chriftian Name: Their o
Wickednefs did not, however, go Aftezngrxﬁ
“unchaftifed; for theMakomedans now )
-began to be very powerful, and every where tri-
umphed over their wretched and wicked Opponents,
and with Fire and Sword overthrew all the glorious
Monuments of Art in their Way : Every Thing
that had the leaft Appearance of Elegance, or
Places dedicated to learned Ufes, were afluredly
doomed to immediate Deftruction. .
So that Arts and Sciences with the A% %r#
Craft of Mafonry now fuffered more 7te.

in Afia and Africk, than at any Period of Time
‘before ; and the Auguflan Style in the Eaft is
thereby, in all Probability, buried in Oblivion
for ever. :

THus that noble, juft and beautiful Manner
of Building was quite loft, and the very Principles
thereof forgotten ; for when the Goths, and thofe
conquered by them began to affe® flately Struc-
tures, their ArchiteCture, which probably- they
had buf at fecond Hand from the Arabs and
.Moors, became fo coarfe and -artlefs, that the
greateft of their Archite&s knew nothing of juft
Defigning ; they wanted both Heads and Hands
to imitate the Ancients, "yet hammered out a
Style of their own, called Gothic ; the remaining .
Monuments of which, loaded with vaft Impro-
prieties, are Evidences of the Ignorance of the
Architedls : So far indeed they differed from the
Ancients in their Proportions and Ornaments, that
' its
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its Columns are either too mafly, in a Form. of
vaft Pillars, or as flender as Poles, having Capitals
without any certain Dimenfions, carved with the
. Leaves of Branch-urfin, Thiftles, Coleworts, &Jc.
and likewife adorned with expenfive Carvings,
and coftly, though lamentable Imagery, without
any of that auguft Beauty and juft Symmetry,
which the Fabricks of the Ancients entertain: us
with : Yet it muft be owned, that the Endeavours
of the Gothic Craftfmen to fupply the Want of
good old Skill with their numerous and coltly De-
corations for that Purpofe, was very laudable, and
manifefted their great Efteem for the Royal Art,
and have, it muft be confeffed, rendered their
Strutures very venerable and magnificent, though
bearing no Comparifon with the true high Tafte
of the Grecian or Romas Style. - '
After Chrif CHARLEMAIN laboured
- a7t ftrenuoufly to reftore ancient Archi-
teGture, kept up fome Lodges, and
gave great Encouragement to tﬁe Craft 3 the French
made alfo very great Progrefs in the fame grand
Defign, under Hugh CGapet. His Son Robert vi-
~ goroufly profecuted the Defign of his Father, and
by Degrees old Archite@ure was run almoft into as
great an Excefs. of Delicacy, as the Gothic had
done before in Maffivenefs. :
: "TruE Mafonry began to revive
again in Tufcany, where Bufchatto,
the Greet, began a faint Imitation
of the Ancients in the Church of St, Fobn, at

Pifay
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Pifa, and formed a new Lodge there. 2! Buene
.made a farther Progrefs therein at )
Rawvenna, and built the Steeple .of A&:: Chrift -
. 52.
St. Mark, at Venice. He was fuc-
ceeded by a great Number of able Mafters, who
fpread the Royal Art all over Jtaly. But the
-Gothic Style was not quite left off at Florente,
where a learned Lodge of Defigners was efta-
blithed, till Brunelefchi, having ftudied at Rome the
Beauty and Juftnefs of the old Roman Buildings,
thete ftanding or proftrate, returned - )
and eftablifhed the compleat Ufe of After Chrift
the Doric, Imic, Corinthian, and 4%
Compofite Orders ;5 which Event happened 853
Years after the Devaftation of Totiks.

THis happy Reftoration of the Augaffan Style
was alfo much owing to the Princes of the Houfe
Medicis ; for Fobn de Medicis, Duke of Florence,
became the Patron or Grand-Mafter of the afore-
faid Lodge or Academy ; and his .
Son Cofms 1. ere&ed a fine Library Aﬁf" gb”/’ ’
of the beft Manufcripts from Greece 450 ,
and Afia, witha curious Cabinet of the rareft and
moft valuable Things the Earth coald produce,
His Grandfon, Laurenzo I. inriched the fame at
a vaft Expence, and built a great Gallery in his
Garden for educating the moft promifing Youth,
of whom Michael Angelo was his Favourite, His
fecond Son fobm, eleted Pope Les the Tenth,

\i was Grand-Mafter in rearing the Cathedral of
Sto P‘“r; at Rome, H"s C@nﬁ? 7311.1“. after-
. , wards
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wards Pope Clement the Seventh, alfo carried on
St. Peter’s as Grand-Mafter : And fo that whole
Family thought it their Honour to encourage
Arts and Sciences, and promote the Interefts ‘of

., the Fraternity, down to Cofmo the
A(tf;6fb"ﬂ Second, created Grand Duke of

M Tufeany, who was the Auguflus of
his Day, as the Patron of true Archite&ture.

BAPTISTA ALBERTI was the firf}
Modern who wrote concerning Architecture, in
which he was foon followed by many able Mafters
down to Andrea Palladio, at Vemice,  who had
acquired great Renown by his indefatigable La-
bours to revive and reftore the Augufian Style,
Thus was Ftaly again the Miftrefs of the World,
not indeed for Imperial Power, but for the Arts
of Defigning and Building ; now revived from
. Gothic Rubbifth and Imperfe&ion, and raifed to
an Eminence little inferior to that of their former
moft fplendid and perfect State.

From Italy the Augufian Style foon fpread all
over Burepe; for almoft in every Town, where
great Works were carrying on, the Craft formed
.. themfelves into Lodges, read Le€tures, communi-
cated their Secrets and Hints of Knowledge, and
performed all other good old Ufages, that are
preferved among Mafons to this Day, and per-

haps will be to the End of Time.
Uvron the perfe&t Re-eftablithment of old

Archite&ture, the Fraternity were not only fup-
ported in raifing mighty Works, but the Great
' and
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and Noble encouraged and patronized the Lodges,
becoming Brethren of the Craft; which pre-
faged them a happy Profpe& of quietly enjoy-
ing their Freedom down many Ages; fo that
here it will be very neceffary to break off their
Story, and purfue the Hiftory of Mafonry into
Britain, to the fame happy Period of being pa-
tronized by the Good, the Great and Brave,
the Friends of Freedom and of Britain, down _to
our own Times.
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"CHAP 1
The State of M asoNRY #n England,

JSrom the earlieft Tradition to the Nor-
man Conqueft.

RN ISTORY is filent how long the
BN Pofterity of Faphet, in the North
(9% and Weft of Europe, had loft their
Gy original fine Skill, that they brought
from the Plains of Shinaar ; or how
the Knowledge thereof came firft into the Bririfb
Hles ; the moft early Hiftories of our Country
“being
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being fo interlarded with Fables, and perplexed
with Contrarieties, that Authors confent not where
to begin, how to goon, or where to end, that the
Paits of it may with any tolerable Colour of Truth
Bang together. ‘ o

" BuT certain it is, that the firft Inhabitants of
this Iland muft have brought with them no fmall
Knowledge in Mafonry, as there are the ftrongeft
Reafons to believe they were not the meaneft Pro-
ficients in the Art of Navigation ; and the one
wis without Doubt as neceffary for them as the
other. o :
THERE are yet in being fome Remains of very
admirable Skill in ArchiteGure, much earlier than
the Romans, but now fo defaced by. villainous
Hands, and the Ruins of Time, that from the
remaining rude Strictures thercof, it is hard to
determine, what might have been their original
Ufe, or in what a fkilful Manner they might have
been defigned ; or how far' we may prefume to
fix the Name of barbarous and rude, on what at
this Day is infinitely beyond the Cantrivance of
any modern Invention ; as the Means of perform-
ing thofe great Works were perhaps loft foon after
the Age of thofe very Barbarians who performed
them, ' :

THE" Draids, in Britain, had many of the
Ufages of Mafons amongft them, probably gathered
from the Magians ; they held the Immortality and
Tranfmigration of Souls from one Body to ano-
ther, held their Affemblies in Wioads and Groues,

or
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or under fome wide fpreading Oak ; which was.
alfo the Praice of the Patriarchs: And what
. they taught was committed to Memory, and not
on any Account’ allowed to be written, They
determined all Caufes, ecclefiaftical and civil ;
taught Philofophy, Aftrology, Politicks, Rites and
Ceremonies, and Poetry ; and in Songs fet forth
the heroic Deeds of great Men, to the Imitation
of Pofterity, B
: . THE Trogan Race of Britains
g;ar of the byilt many Towns, efpecially £-
ood 1318. }
Before Chrift m'nl', commended for a very great
1030. Builder ; from whom we have the
Cities of Yark and Edinburgh ;. his.
Succeflors built Canterbury, Winchefter, and Shaftf- ~
bury ; with many Temples to Apollo, Diana, &c.
. BLADUD is aflerted to have
gﬁf 3 of the been bred at Athens, and from thence
(444 returning a great Mathematician and
Before Chrig TEtUININZ 3 EIE ! n
994. Architeét, brought four Philofophers.
with him, which he placed at Stam-
Jford, baving made that Town a Kind of Univer-
fity. He alfo built Bath, produced the hot Waters
there, committing the Confervation thereof to M-
nerva : But prefuming to fly with artificial Wings,
he fell from Apoll’s Temple in Troynovant, now
St. Paul’s, Lendon, and fo ended his Days.
. Uron the Introdu&ion of the-
Before Cirip Romans, Arts and Sciences flourithed
55 a-pace ; the famous Wall from So/-
way to Tirimouth, with many Townsand Caftles were
. "built
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‘built in a regular Manner, and Courts of Juftice
and Temples began to rife in Splendor : But after-
wards bloody Wars breaking out between the
.Conquerors and Conquered,. threw all into Con-
fufion again ; for from the Beginning it has been
the Fate of Mafons and Mafonsy ‘te fuffer by
‘Wars, and ever tranfcendently to flourith in the
-glorious and happy Days of Peace. ’

THE noble Science of Geometry .
and Architefure fuffered great De- ARer Chrif
cay, till the Reign of Caraufius, who 7
‘having fhaken off the Roman Yoke, contrived by
all Means to render his Perfon and Government
acceptable to the People, by encouraging all wor-
thy Arts, together with the Craft of Mafonry,
“particularly at Verulam, where Albanus, a worth
Knight, wasSteward of his Houfhold, and Over-
feer of his Works ; and Geometry was then
taught-to moft Workmen concerned in Building,
‘This Albanus was afterwards converted to the
Chriftian Faith, by the preaching of Amphibalus,
of Caerleon, who hearing of his worthy Deeds and
great Fame, came to him, and accomplifhed his
Converfion.  St, Alban was the
firf who fuffered Martyrdom for After Chrit
the Chriftian Religion in Britain, 3°3:

TuEe old Confitutions affirm, and the old
Englifh Malfons as firmly believe it, that Caraufius '
employed St. Alban to ¢ Environ the City of Veru-
¢ lam with a Stone Wall, and to build him a fine
“ Palace 3 for which that Britifp King made

13 st
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¢¢ St. Alban the Steward of his Houfhold, and
¢¢ chief Ruler of the Realm,

“ ST. Alban alfo loved Mafons well, and
¢¢ cherifbed them much, and he made their Pay
¢¢ right good, wiz. two Shillings per Wecek,, and
¢¢ three Pence to their Cheer; whereas before
¢¢ that Time, through all the Land, a Mafon
¢¢ Bad but a Penny a Day, and his Meat. Healfo
¢¢ obtained of the King a Charter for the Freo-
¢« Mafons, for to hold a general Council, and
¢« cave it the Name of AsseMBLY, and was
¢ thereat himfelf as GRAND-MASTER, and
< helped to make Mafons, and gave them good
«¢ Charges and Regulations.”

. Soow after Conflantine the Great,

After Chrift born in Britaiu;ﬂ fucceeded, who

320 . P

partitioned South Britain into Pro-

vinces. During his Reign the Chriftian Religion
flourithed, the Britens enjoyed Peace and Plenty,
and old Roman Mafonry once more appeared in
many ftately and curious Buildings. In him ex-
pired the Roman Vaflalage, which had fubfifted

above 400 Years. o
B too {x hi .
After Chrif uT too foon was this Dawning

388. of glorious Days eclipfed by mo&
cruel and bloody Wars ; for Grati-

any who was a Britain by Birth and Education, fo
tyrannized over his Countrymen, that in a fhort
Space he was flain ; and now being deflitute of
a Leader, the Irifh, Scots and Piéts broke in
upon them, civil Diffenfions raged, and nothing
bug
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but Famine, Blood and Defolation was before
“their Eyes. The noble and goodly Stru&ures
every where demolifbed, and the liberal Arts
dofpifed and forgotten.

. Tre Angl-Saxens were all rough, ignorant
Heathens ; and defpifing every thing but War,
gave the finithing Stroke to all the Remains of
aucient Learning that their Brother Savages had by
Accident left undemolithed ; affe@ing only their
-own barbarous Manner of Llfe, till fome pious
“Feachers from Wales and Scotland converted many
to the Chriftian Faith, but none of their Kings,

till Auguffin the Monk, baptized

Afier Chrip E:Mbeft,ﬁmng of Kent. and in a

597- few Years after all the Kings of
the Heptarchy were converted. Then Churches,
Monafteries, Palaces, and beautiful Manfions were
built ; and -although they too late lamented the
ignorant and deftru&tive Condu&@ of their Fore-
Fathers, yet thcy knew not how to conftru& the
old Archite&ure ; but being zealous to the utmoft
of what they knew, followed the Gathic Style in
building many Palaces, Caftles, fortified Cities,
and Cathedral Churches. This required many
Mafons, who formed themfelves into Lodges, by
Dire&tion of Foreigners that came over to help
them.

THESE Saxen Lodges continued to improve, till
Kenred, King of Mercia, and general Monarch,
fent to Charles Martel, the right worfhipful Grand- ’

Mafter of France, Father of King Pepiny who
3 had
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had been educated by Brother Mimus Grecus .
., He feat from thence fome expert
After lg‘" ##  Mafons to teach the Saxems thofe
710 Laws and Ufages of the Craft, that
had been preferved from the Havock of the Gths,
but not the Auguflan Style, for that was buried in
its own Ruins in the Wett,

THuE Clergy now ftudied Geometry and Archi-
teQure, fuch as it was, becaufe the Noble and
Wealthy, the Kings and Queens thought it me-
ritorious to build Churches and other pious Foun-
dations, where many of them led a reclufe Life,
and ended their Days: Their holy Houfes or Mo-
naftries were under the Dire&ion of the Clergy,
where the Lodges ufually were held.

. EGBERT, the firft King of
‘;f::"tfg’ f all England, fortified his Sea Ports ;
3 7% and Alfred the Great increafed the
Navy and fortified and rebuilt many Towns, and
founded the Univerfity of Oxford. He had about
him the beft Archite@ts, was the beft King of
England, employed the Fellow-Crafts wholly in
Brick and Stone, ard died illuftrious in the
Year goo.

After Chrif
920.

EDWARD his Succeflor left
Mafonry to the Deputy King of
Mercia, but afterwards placed his
learned Brother Ethelward at the Head of the
Fraternity, and founded the Univerfity of Cam-
bridge, that had been long a Nurfery of the

- Learned,
ATHE L-
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ATHELST AN afcended the

T hrone, and at firft left the Craft After ‘Cbm’”
to the Care of his valiant-and altive 93

Brother Edwin, called in fome Copies his Son, but
in all the old Conftitutions, it is thus fet forth ;
wiz, _ * That though the ancient Records of the
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Brotherhood in England, were many of them
deftroyed, or loft in the Wars of the Saxons
and Darnes, yet King Athelffan, the Grandfon
of difred the Great, a mighty Archite&, the firft
anointed King of England, and L
who tranﬂatef the Holﬁ Bible into After g’mﬂ
the Saxen Tongue, when he had 93
brought the Land into Reft and Peace, buitt
many great Works, and encouraged many Ma-
fons from France, who were appointed QOverfeers
thereof, and brought with them the Charges
and Regulations of the Lodges, preferved fince
the Roman Times, who alfo prevailed with the ’
King to improve the Conftitution of the Englib
Lodges, according. to_the foreign Model, and .
to increafe the Wages of working Mafone,
That the faid King’s Brother, Prince Edwin,
being taught Mafonry, and taking upon him
the Charges of a Mafter-Mafon, for the Love -
be bad to the faid Craft, and the honourable
Principles whereon it is founded, purchafed
a free Charter of his Father, for -the Mafons .
to have a2 Corretion amongft themfelves, as

it was anciently exprefled, or a Freedom and

s Power
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<« Power to regulate themfelves, to amend what
¢ might happen amils within the Craft, and te
¢ hold a yearly Communication and General
<« Aflembly,

« THAT accordingly Prince Edwin fummoned
¢ a]l the Mafons in the Realm to meet him ina
<¢ Congregation at Yor#, in Fune, Anno Dom. 926,
<t who came and compofed a General or Grand
-¢¢ Lodge, of which he was Grand-Mafter. And
¢« having brought with them all the old Writings
<¢ and Records of the Craft extant, fome in Gree#,
«¢ {fome in Latin, fome in French, and other Lan-
<¢ guages, from the Contents thereof that Aflembly
<« did frame the Conftitutions and Clarges of an
< Englip Lodge, made a Law to preferve and
« obferve the fame in all Time coming, and or-
«¢ dained good Pay for the working Mafons.”

. But good Prince Edwin died
After Chrif  ¢yo Years before the King, to the
938 great Grief of the Fraternity ;
though his Memory is honourably mentioned in
all the old Conftitutions, and will for ever be
revered in the Lodges. Much more might here -
be faid of this worthy Prince, but that fhall be

referved for another Part of this Hiftory.
. THE fucceeding Saxon and Da-
Af“"t Clb;'ﬁ nifb Kings continued to employ the
955 194 Cratt in rebuilding Glaftnbury, to
build and rebuild many religious Houfes ; and in
the Rclgn of Canute, Arts and Sciences flourithed.
3 Leofrick,

-~ :
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Leofrick, the wealthy Earl of Coventry, at the
Head of the Free-Mafons, built the Abbey of
Coventry, and the King built 7% ﬁmtr_z/ler-dbbey,
though not as it now ftands.

——

CHAP IL

Tke State of MAsoNRY from the |
Norman Conqueft to the Union of the
two Crowns of England and Scotland,

HE Norman Princes, in Imi- .

tation of their Saxon and Af“:ocf”/}
Danifb Predeceflors, encouraged the 76
Craft, and many noble Perfons became good Ar-
chite@s, particularly Gundulph, Bifhop of Rochef-
ter, and Roger de Montgomery, Earl of Shrewsbury,
and Arundel, who were at the Head of the Ma-
fons, both for civil and facred ArchiteCture ; and
among many other Edifices, built .
the Palace of Wzfiminfter, and Wef?- A&e: éC/mﬁ

299

minfler-Hall, 270 Feet long, and
feventy-four Feet broad, the largeft ﬁngle Room
upon Earth,

Now the Norman Barons found .
their great Pofleffions in England Aftle: ogb"ﬁ
were moftly the Spoil of the Saxons,
and held only on the uncertain Tenure of Royal

Ez2 Pleafure ;
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Pleafure 5 and finding that the Laws of the Anglh-
Saxoms were much better adapted for fecuring
the People’s Property than thofe of Normandy, the
Normans began to call themfelves Englifbmen, af-
ferted the Savom Rights, and obtained the firft
#agna Charta, or Deed of Rights and Liberties of
an Englifpman. -

After Chrift
1146.

Tue Mafons, during the Reign
of King Stephen, were as much em-
. ployed as the Soldiers, under their

Grand-Mafter Gilbert de Clare, Marquis of Pem-
broke, by whom were built fix Religious Houfes,
and the Chapel of St. Stephen, in the Palace at
Weftminfier, now the Houfe of the Commons of
Great-Britain 3 continuing fill to flourith till the
., glorious Reign of King Edward
A,&f r ?"ﬁ the Third, who became the Pa-
357 tron of Arts and Sciences. The
Charges and Regulations of Mafons were now for
good Reafons revifed and meliorated, as an old
Record thus fets forth : ¢¢ In the glorious Reign
-¢¢ of King Edward the Third, when Lodges were
¢ many and frequent, the Grand-Mafler, with
~ ¢ his Wardens, at the Head of the Grand-Lodye,
¢t with the Confent of the Lords of the Realm,
¢¢ then generally Free-Mafons, Ordained,

¢ I. THAT for the future, at the Making
¢ or Admiffion of a Brother, the Conftitutions
<« and proper Charges and Monitions fhould .be
¢ read by the Mafter or Warden, as hereunto

4% annexed, N
' s I, Tuar
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o IIL TurAa T Mafter-Mafons or Mafters of
¢ Work fhall be examined if they be able of
« Cunning to ferve their refpe@ive Lords, as well
¢ the Higheft as the Loweft, to the Honour and
« Worthip of the aforefaid An, and to the Profit
¢ of their Lords; for they be their Lords that
“ employ them and Py them for their Service
¢¢ and Travel.

¢« HI. THAT when the MaRer and Wardens
¢ meet in a Lodge, the Sheriff, 'if Need be, or
¢¢ the Mayor or Alderman, if a Brother, where
¢ the Chapter or Congregation is held, fhall be
¢ made Fellow, and Sociate to the Mafter, in
¢¢. Help of him againft Rebels, and for up-bearing
s¢ the Rights of the Realm.

¢ IV. TuAaT enter’d Prentices at their making
¢¢ fhall be charged not to be Thieves, nor Thieves
¢ Maintainers. That the Fellow-Crafts fhall tra-
¢ vel honeftly for their Pay, and love their Fel-
¢¢ Jows as themfelves, and that all thall be true to~
¢ the King of England, to the Realm, and to the
[ Lod

€ V THAT if any of the Fraternity fhall be
¢ fralious, mutinous, or difobedient to the Grand-
¢ Mafter’s Orders, and after proper Admoni-
¢ tions, fhould perfift in his Rebellion, then the
¢ Lodge fhall determine againft him, that he fhalk
¢t forfwear, or renounce, his Mafonry, and fhall
¢ no more be of the Craft ; the which if he

¢ prefume to do, he fhall be pnfoncd dll his |

¢ Grace be granted him and iffued : " For this
‘ E 3 s¢ Caufe,
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« Caufe, principally,- have thefe Congregations
‘¢ been ordained, that as well the Loweft as the
‘¢ Higheft thould be well and truly ferved in this
¢« Art. Amen. So mote it be,”

R ICHARD the Second fucceeded his Grand-
father, and employed William of Wickham, Bifhop
of Winchefler, as Grand-Mafter, to rebuild /-
minfler- Hall as it now ftands; and Wickbam alfo, at

.. his own Coft, built New-College in
A“f’ Crif Osford, and founded Winchefter-
39 College. At laft, when King Richard-
was in Ireland, Henry, Duke of Lancafler, got the
Parliament to depofe him, and next Year procured
his being murdered ; who after thus fupplanting
the unfortunate Richard, mounted the Throne, by
_ the Name of King Henry the Fourth. He ap-
pointed Thomas Fitz- Allen, Earl of Surrey, Grand-
Mafter, founded Battle-Abbey, and afterwards that
of Fotheringay. In his Reign the Citizens of»
London built their large and magnificent Gusld-
Hall.

THE Mafons thus flourithing, held their Lodges
and Communications more frequent than ever,
and Joy and Harmony abounded, when, unthought .
of, nothing lefs than their utter Extirpation was.
intended.. For,

. In the Minority of King Men
Artfr zCé; #  the Sixth, the Commons of Englan'z
425 thought the Mafons worthy their
_ Notice, by attempting to difturb and overthrow

all their Lodges and Communications for ever, by
~  the
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the following A& of the third Year of the faid
King, and the Fourth of his Age, entitled ;

- ¢ Masons fhall not confederate in Chapters or
¢ Congregations.”

¢ WHEREAS by the yearly Congyegations and
¢ Confederacies made by the Mafons in their Ge-
¢ meral Affemblies, the good Courfe and Effe& of
¢ the Statutes of Labourers be openly violated and
¢¢ broken, in Subverfion of the Law, and to the
¢¢ great Damage of all the Commons : Our Sove-
“ reign Lord the King, willing in this Cafe to
¢ provide a Remedy, by the Advice and Confent
¢¢ aforefaid, and at THE spEcIaL REQuUEsT
¢ oF THE ComMmoNs, hath ordained and efta-
« blithed, that fuch Chapters and Congregations
¢¢ fhall not be hereafter holden ; and if any fuch
¢¢ be made, they that caufe fuch Chapters and
¢ Congregatioris to be holden, and thereof con-
¢ vifted, it fhall be adjudged Felony : And that
¢¢ the other Mafons, who come to fuch Chapters
<« and Congregations, be punithed by Prifonment
<t of their Bodies, and make Fine and Ranfom at
« the King’s Will.”

THE Opinion of the great Judge Coke upon
. this A& againft the Mafons is explained in his In-.
fitutes, Part 3, Folio gg, to this Effect :

Ture Caufe wherefore this Offence was made
Felony, is for that the good Courfe and Effeét of
the Statutés of Labourers were thereby violated
and broken. Now, fays my Lord Coke, all the
~ Statutes concerning Labourers, before this Act,

. E 4 and
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and whereunto this A& doth refer, are repealéd by
the Statute of § Eliz. Cap. 4. whereby the Caufe
and End of the making of this A& is taken away ;.
and confequently this A& is become of no Force
ne Effeét ; for Ceffante ratime Legis, ceffat ipfa
Lex: And the Indi@ment of Felony upon this
Statute muft contain, that thofe CHAPTERS and
Congregations were to the violating and breaking
of the good Courfe and Effe@ of the Statute of
Labourers ;. which-now cannot be fo alledged, be-
caufe thefe Statutes be repealed. Therefore this
would be put out of the Charge of Juftices of the
Peace, written by Mafter Lambers, Page 227.
This Quotation confirms the Tradition of o2

Mafoms, that this moft learned JUuDGE really-

belonged to the ancient Lodge, and-was a faitbful
Brother. . .

HowEgVER, this thundering Ordinance was
pever ance. executed, or in the leaft intimidated"
them from holding their Affemblies; nor did' they
ever defire any of their eminent and noble Bre-~
theren to get this A& repealed, as they meddled:
pot with any Affairs of States and for the Wages
of working Mafans free ofi the Lodge, their Laws
ferbad ‘all Combinations, trufting to their Lords:
20d Founders for their Reward, according.toMerit:

arid Love, and not for Money. “
NAaY, in the Minerity of thiss

Afier Chrift- very King, a good Lodge was held- -

. at Canterbury, under Grand-Mafters

Chicheley, as appears from the Latin Regifter. of
. . I William
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Wilkiam Molart, Prior of 'Canterbury, in Manu-
feript, Page 88, in which are named Thomnas
Stapylton, the Mafter, Fobn Morris, Cuftos de la
Lodge Lathomorum, or, #arden of the Lodge of
Mafons, with fifteen Fellow-Crafts, and three en-
tered Prentices, all there named.
AND another Record fays, ¢ The Company of
" ¢4 Mafons, being otherwife termed Free-Mafons,
<¢ of ancient Standing and good Reckoning, by
¢ Means of affable and kind Meetings diverfe
¢ Times, and as a loving Brotherhood ufe to do,
¢¢ did frequent this mutual Aflembly in the Time
<« of King Henry the Sixth, in the twelfth Year
¢ of his moft gracious Reign : When Henry was
¢ thirteen Years of Age, Anmno Dem. 1434.
And the faid Record defcribing a Coat of Arms,
much the fame with that of the Londim Company
of Freeman-Mafons, it is generally believed that the
faid Company is defcended of the ancient Frater-
nity ; and that in former Times no Man was
made free of that Company until he was inftalled
in fome Lodge of free and accepted Mafons, as a
neceflary Qualification.  So that before the Trou-
bles of this unfortunate King, the Mafors were
every where in great Efteem, and much employed ;-
for the above Record fays farther, ¢¢ That the
¢ Charges and Corre&ions of the Free.Mafons
¢ have been feen and perufed by our late Soves
¢¢ reign, King Henry the Sixth, and by the Lords of
¢ his moft honourable Council, who have allow’d
¢¢ them, and declared, that they be right, good and.
Es ¢ reafonable
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¢¢ reafonable to be holden, as they have beem
¢ drawn out and collefted from the Records of
¢ ancient Times, &c.”

A length the Craft fuffered Negleét ; at firft by
the bloody Wars of the Houfes of York and Lancaflers
and afterwards by other Means, till the Union of
the two Kingdoms, when true Archite€ture began
again to dawn in this Weftern Part of the World ;
and the Progrefs of it would have been more
rapid, if Queen Elizabeth had not difcouraged the
Study of Architecture. And hearing alfo that the
Mafons had fome Secrets that they could not or
would not reveal to her, fhe became jealous of their
Aflemblies, and fent an armed Force to break up
their annual Communication at York on St. Fibn’s
Day, December 27, 1561, But Sir Thomas Sack-
ville, Grand-Mafter, took Care to fend fome of the
great Officers of the Queen, that were Mafons,
who then joining their Afflembly, made honour-
able Report to the Queen, who ever after efteemed
them as the Cultivators of Peace, Friendthip, bro-
therly Love, Arts and Sciences, ‘and never med-.

_dled with thofe who were given to Change.

It may not be amifs here to give the Senti-
ments and Praice of old Mafons, touching the
Government of their Grand-Mafters, viz. That -
Kings, and other Male Sovereigns, are Grand-
Matfters during Life, and appoint a Deputy, or ap-
prove of his Ele&ion, to prefide over the Fra-
tesnity, with the Title and Honours, of Grand-

Mafter ; but if the Sovereign is a Female, oc not
. . . : a

»
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a Brother ; or a2 Minor under a Regent, not a
Brother ; or if the Male Sovereign, or the Regent,
though a Brother, is negligent of the Craft, then .
the old Grand-Officers may affemble the Grand-
Lodge in due Form to elet a Grand-Mafter, but
not during Life, only he may be annually re-
chofén while he and they think fit.

CHAP IIL

The State of MAsSONRY from
the Union of the Crowns to Grand-
- Mafler MoNTAGU.

N the Reign of King Fames the Firft, the

famous and learned Inigo Fones, being Grand-
Mafler, the beft Craftfmen from all Parts reforted
to him, who always allowed good Wages and fea-
fonable Times for Inftruétion in the Lodges, which:
he conftituted with excellent Bye-Laws, and made
them like the Schools or Academies of Defigners
in Ital. He alfo held the quarterly Communica-
tion of the Grand-Lodge, of Mafters and War-
dens, and the annual General' Affembly and Feaft -
on St. Fobn's Day, when be was annually re-
chofen till 1618, when William, Earl of Pembroke,
was chofen Grand-Mafter, and being approved by
the King, he appointed inigo- Jomes his Deputy-
Grand-Matfter. .
Masoxnzy
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Masonry thus flourifhing, many eminent,
wealthy and learned Men, at their own Requeft,
were accepted as Brothers, to the Honour of the.
Craft, till the King died on the twenty-feventh of
March, 1625. Grand-Mafter Fones continued inv
Office, and vigilant in carrying on the grand De-
fign, tiMl unhappily the Civil Wars broke out ; yet.
even during thofe Wars the Mafons met occa-
fiorally in many Places. .

Our worthy Brother, the famous Elias Afpb-
mole, Efg; an eminent Philofopher, Chemift and'
Antiquary, Founder of the noble Mufeum at
Oxford, which ftill bears his Name, in Page 15, of
his Diary, fays, ¢ I was made a Free-Mafon at/7ar-
¢ yington, Lancafbire, with Colonel Henry Main-
¢ waring, of Kerthingham, in Chefbire, by Mr. Ri-

¢ chard Penket,the Warden,and the Fellow-Crafts,

4 on the Sixteenth of October, 1646.” The Writer
of Mr. Afbmole’s Life, who was not a Mafon, be-
fore his Hiftory of Berk/bire, Page 6, gives the
following Account of Mafonry, ¢ He (Mr, 4/5-

<< smole) was eleéted a Brother of the Company of”

«¢ Free-Mafons, a Favour efteemed fo fingular by

« the Members, that Kings themfelves have not

« difdained to enter themfelves of this Society,—

« From thefe derived the Adopted Mafons, Ac-
+¢ cepted Mafons, or Free-Mafons, who are known
«¢ to one another all over’ the World by certain
¢ Signals and Watch-Words known to them a-
st lone. They have feveral Lodges in different

«« Countries for their Reception ; and when any

“«of
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« of them fall into Decay, the Brotherhood is to
s¢ relieve them. The Manner of their Adoption.
« or Admiffion is very formal and folemn, and
« with the Adminiftration of an Qath of Secrecy 3
& which has had better Fate than all other Qaths,
¢« and has ever been moft religioufly obferved ; nor
¢« has the World been yet able, by the Inadver-
¢ tency, Surprize, or Folly of any of its Mem-
¢¢ bers, to dive into this Myftery, or make the
¢¢ Jeaft Difcovery.”

ArTER the Refloration of King Charles the
.Second, who. though he had been made a Mafon
abroad, negle&ed the Craft, giving himfelf in-
tirely up to his Pleafures ; however,
in 1663, Henry Fermyn, Earl of St.
Albans, being Grand-Mafter, Sir
Fobn Denbam, Deputy-Grand-Mafter, Sir Chrifto-
pher Wren, and Mr, Fobn Webb, Grand-Wardens,
made the following Regulations, wiz.

I. THAT noPerfon, of what Degree foever, be
accepted a Free-Mafon, unlefs in a regular Lodge,
whereof one to be a Mafter or a Warden, in that
Divifion where fuch Lodge is kept, and another to
be a Craftfman in Mafonry.

II. THAT no Perfon hereafter be accepted but
fuch as are able of Body, honeft in Parentage, of
good Reputation, and an Obfrver of the Laws of -
the Land. ,

III. THAT no Perfon, who fhall be accepted a
Free-Mafon, fhall be admitted into any Lodge,
until he has brought a Certificase of the Tim; and

o ' lace

Earl of St. 4/-
bans, 1663,
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Place of his Acceptation from the Mafter of the
Limit where he was made, and the Lodge kept.
And the Mafter fhall enrol the fame in Parch-
ment, and fhall give an Account of fuch Accep-
tations at every General Aflembly.

IV. TuaT every Perfon, who is now a Free-
Mafon, fhall bring to the Mafter a Note of the
Time of his Acceptation, to the End that it may
be enrolled in fuch Priority of Place as the Bro-
ther deferves ; and that the whole Company and
Fellows may the better know each other.

V. THAT, for the future, the faid Fraternity of

Free-Mafons fhall be regulated and governed by

one Grand-Mafter, and as many Wardens as the
faid Society fhall think fit to appoint at every Gene-
ral Affembly.
VI. THAT no Perfon fhall be accepted, unlefs
he be twenty-one Years old, or upwards.
, THOMAS SAVAGE, Earl of Ri-
EatlofRiaers, .. fucceeded St. Albans as Grand-
'7: 23624 *:+ Mafter, who appointed Sir Chriflo=
* pher Wren Deputy-Grand-Mafter,

and Mr, Fobn Webband Mr. GrinlinGibbens, Grand- .

Wardens ; but the Deputy and Wardens had the
Management of every thing concerning the Craft.

Ta1s Year, on the Second of Scptember, the .

City of London being almoft deftroyed by Fire, the
Free-Mafons were neceffarily employed and en-

couraged to rebuild that noble City in a more ele-
gant Style than before. The Deputy had formed -

a grand Defign of making it the moft regular

and fplendid City in the World, bus by private
Propertics,



‘* . MASONRY. 8§

Properties, and other Hindrances, this laudable
Defign could not be carried into Execution. -

. THE élegant Style of the Craft evidenced ltfelf
in building the Royal- Exchange ; St. Paul's Cathe-
dral, the Foot-ftone of which was levelled in due
Form by the King, Grand-Mafter Rivers, the
Archite@s, Craftfmen, Nobility and Gentry,
Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, Bifhops and Clergy,
in the Year 1673 ; defigned and condulted by the
. Deputy-Grand-Mafter Wren, as Mafler of Work,
with his Wardens, Edward Strong, the Elder and
Younger. The Minument, of the Doric Order, 202
Feet high from the Ground, fifteen Feet in Dia-
meter, its Pedeftal twenty Feet fquare, and forty
in Height, with Emblems in Baflo Relievo by
Gabriel Cibber, was finifhed in the Year 1677 :
Many more fine Buildings were raifed, particu-
larly St. Mary-le- Bow, St. Stephen’s in Walbrooke,
with its admirable Cupola, if equalled, not ex-
cclled by any in Europe; the College of Phyfi-
cigns ; and beautiful AZiddle-Temple Gate,

“GEORGE VILLE RS, Duke
of Buckingbam, an-old Mafon, -be- - D “k°6°w"""
came Grand-Mafter, but being in- 1074
dolent, he left all to Deputy #ren and his War-
dens; and was fucceeded by Fenry
Bennet, Earl of -drlingm,_ who was ﬁzﬂmqfl 6"' -
too decply engaged: in State-Affairs €rem 1079
to mind the Lodges; yet in his Maflerfhip, the

Ctaft was very confiderable, and many Perfons of
Diftintion
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Diftin&ion requefted to be admitted, and were ac-
cordingly accepted by the Fraternity.,

IN fome of the Manufcripts of Mr. Afmole be- |

fore mentioned, there are many very valuable Col-
leQions relating to the Hiftory of the Free-Mafons,
as may be gathered from the Letters of Dr. Knipe,
of Chrift-Church, Oxfora, to the Publifher of his
Life ; the following Extrats therefrom will au-
thenticate and illuftrate many Fa&s in the fore-
going Hiftory.

< As to the ancient Society of Free-Mafons,
¢« concerning whom you are defirous of knowing
¢« what may be known with Certainty, I fhall only

< tell you, that if our worthy Brother E. Afh-

3

mole, Efq; had executed his intended Defign,
¢ our Fraternity bad been as much obliged to him
¢ as the Brethren of the moft noble Order of the
¢¢ Garter. I would not have you furprized at
<¢ this Expreffion, or think it at all too affuming.
¢« The Sovereigns of that Order have not dif-
¢ dained our Fellowthip, and there have been
¢« Times when Emperors were alfo Free-Mafons,

« What from Mr. Afbmoles ColleQion I could

«¢ gather was, that the Report of our Society’s

« taking Rife from a Bull granted by the Pope,

« in the Reign of Henry the Third, to fome
¢ Italian Archite&s to travel over all Eurspe, to
« ere€t Chapels, was ill founded; fuch a Bull
«¢ there was, and thofe Archite&ts were Mafons ;

-

s but this Bull, in the Opinion of the learned

o Mr. Aftmole, was confirmative only, and did
 not



MACMONRY 8

¢¢ not by any Means create our Fraternity, or even
s¢ eftablifh them in this Kingdom : But as to the
¢¢ Time and Manner of that Eftablifhment, fome-
¢ thing I {hall relate from the fame Colle&tions,
¢ St Alban, the Proto-martyr, eftablithed Ma-
¢t fonry here, and from his Time it flourithed
¢ more or lefs, according as the World went,
¢ down to the Days.of King Athelffan, who for
¢ the Sake of his Brother Edwin granted the
¢ Mafons a Charter. Under our Norman Prin-
¢¢ ces, they frequently received extraordinary
¢ Marks of Royal Favour : There is no Doubt to
¢¢ be made, that the Skill of Mafons, which was
¢¢ always tranfcendently great, even in the moft
¢¢ barbarous Times, their wonderful Kindnefs
¢¢ and Attachment to each other, how different
¢ foever in Condition, and their inviolable Fi-
¢¢ delity in keeping religioufly their Secret, muft
¢ expofe them, in ignorant, troublefome, and fu-
¢¢ perftitious Times, to a vaft Varjety of Adven-
s tures, according to the different Fate of Parties,
¢ and other Alterations in Government. By the
¢ Way, it may be noted, that the Mafons were
¢¢ always loyal, which expofed them to great
¢« Severities when Power wore the Trappings of -
¢¢ Juftice, and thofe who committed Treafon,
¢¢ punifhed true Men as Traitors.

. ¢« THUS in the third Year of Henry the Sixth, An
« A& pafled to abolifh the Society of I\/h(ons, and,
¢ to hinder, under grievous Penalties, the holdlng
¢ Chapters, Lodges, or other regular Aflemblies.

PO s Yet
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¢ Yet this A& was afterwards repealed, and even
¢ before that, King Henry, and feveral Lords of
¢¢ his Court, became Fellows of the Craft.”

Many -Lodges in the Reign of Charles the
Second were conftituted by Leave of the feveral
‘noble Grand-Maflers, the Fraternity being fill
confiderable, and many Gentlemen and famous
Scholars requefted to be admitted. Mr. Afbmile
again- fays, in Page 66, of his. Diary. ¢ On

< March the 1oth, 1682, about 5 Hor. poft
. ¢ Merid. I received a Summons to appear at-2
¢¢ Lodge to.be held the next Day at Mafons- Hall, -
¢ in London. March 11, accordingly 1 went,
¢ and about Noon, was admitted into the Fel-
¢ lowthip of Free-Mafons, Sit William Wilfons
¢ Knight ; Captain Richard Borthwick ; Mr. Wil-
< Jiam Waedman ; Mr. William Grey 5 Mr. Samuel
¢ Taylour, and Mr. William Wife : 1 was the
< fenior Fellow among them, it being thirty -five
¢ Years fince I was admitted; there were prelent,
<« befides myfelf, the Fellows after named, Mr.
< Thomas Wife, Mafter of the Mafons Company
< this prefent Year ; Mr. Thomas Shorthofe, &e.
¢« We all dined at the Half- Mam Tavern, in-
..<¢ Cheapfide, at a noble Dinner prepared at the
¢¢ Charge of the new accepted Mafons.”

Many of the Fraternity’s Records of this and
former Reigns were loft in the next, and at the
Revolution : And many of them were too haflily
. burnt in our own Time for Fear of making Dif-

coveries, o

: Uron
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- Upon the Death of Grand-Mafter Arlington,
in the Year 1685, the Lodges met and eleQted
Sir Chriftopher Wren Grand-Mafter, . .
who annually, while carrying on St. S;;’rCindlagg;r
Paul’sy, met thofe Brethren who ’
could attend him, to keep up good old Ufages till
the Revolution.

. PArRT1cULAR Lodges were moftly occafional
in Lmdon, except where fome great Works
were carrying on : Sir Robert Clayton procured an
occafional Lodge of Mafters to meet at St. Thomas’s
~Hofpital in the Year 1693, near which a ftated
'Lodge continued long afterwards, ~ Befides the old
Lodge at St. PauPs, there was one in Piccadilly,
another by We/iminfier - Abbey, Holbourn and Tower-

- Hill. King William was privately made a Mafon,
approved of the Choice of Sir Chrifiopher Wrem,
greatly promoted the Interefts of ‘the Craft, ap-
pointed the fine new Palace: at Greenwich, in the
Year 1695, to be an Hofpital for Seamen, and or--
dered it to be finithed according to Fones’s old De-
fign. This Year alfo the moft no- .
ble Gherler, Duks of Richmand and Dake ofRich-

" Lemax, Grandfather of the prefent » 1995

Dauke, Mafter of a Lodge at Chichefter, coming

to the annual Aflembly in Londm, was chofen:

Grand-Mafter, and approved by the King; Sir

Chriflopher Wren was his Deputy, who alted as

before at the Head of the Craft, and was again:

chofen Grand-Mafter in the Year 1698:

N § 4N
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In the Beginning of the Reign of Queen dune,
the Augafian Style was every where moft richly
difplayed ; yet the Lodges were more and more
difufed ; partly by the Negle&t of Mafters and
Wardens ; and partly by not having a noble,
Grand-Mafter, as in Times paft, the annual Af-
fembly was not duly attended ; and what was the
worft of all, Sir Chrifiopher Wrm totally negle@ed
the Office of Grand-Matfter for feveral Years.

AFTER the Rebellion was over in 1716, the
few Lodges in London finding themfelves unnoticed
by their Grand-Mafter, thought fit to CEMENT -
under a Grand-Mafter of their own Choice, as
the Centre of Union and Harmony. The Lodges.
that met were then held at the Goofe and Grid-Iren
in St. Paul's Church-Yard ; the Crown in Parker’s-
Lane, near Drury-Lane ; the Apple-Tree Tavern
in Charles-Street, Covent-Garden ; the Rummer and
Grapes Tavern in Channel-Row, Weftminfter.
They and fome old Brothers met at the Apple-
Tree, and put into, the Chair the oldeft Mafter-
Mafon, being the prefent Mafter of a Lodge,
conftituted a Lodge in due Form ™, revived the
quarterly Communication of Officers, refolved to
hold the annual Affembly and Feaft, and then to

chufc a Grand-Mafter from among themfelves,
till

® 8o called, becaufe it fhowld meet quarterly according
to ancient Ufage. And awhen the Grand-Mafier is prefent,
it is. a Lodge in AMPLE ForM ; otherwife only in DUR
Form, but both equal in Authority.
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6ill they fhould again be honoured with having
a noble Brother at theirHead. Accordingly,
'O St. Fobn Baptif’s Day, 1717, the Aflembly
and Feaft were held at the aforefaid Gosfz and Grid-
Fran. The oldeft Mafter-Mafon being in the Chair,
propofed a Lift of Candidates, and the Brethren by
a Majority of Hands, elefted Mr. Mr. §
Anthony Sayer, Grand-Mafter ‘of "~ r;7 l;{”’
Mafons, who was forthwith, con-
gratulated, invefted, inftalled and homaged ; and
then his Worfhip commanded thé Mafters and
Wardens of Lodges to meet the Grand-Officers
every Quarter in Communication, at the Place
he fhould appoint. :
GEORGE PAYNE, Efg; fuc-
ceed Brother Sayer in 1718, Fobn-. George Payne,
Theophilus Defaguliers, L. L. D. E{q;l' 72'08“‘1
and ‘F. R. 8. in 1719, and our py D7zﬁ:.gu1if
aforefaid Brother, the right wor-  ers, 1719.
thipful George Payne, Efq; in 1720,
It was now recommended to the’ Brethren, the
firieft Obfervance of the Communication, and
that they fhould bring to the Grand-Lodge any
old Writings and Records concerniing Mafons or
Mafonry, to thew the good Ufages of old: Many
Menufcripts were accordingly brought, for they
had nothing as yet in Print; but many of the
moft valuable concerning Lodges, Regulations,
Charges, -Secrets, and Ufages, particularly one
written 'by Brother Nicholas Stone, the Warden
of “Grand-Mafter Iuwigo Fones, were too haftily
' burnt
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burnt by fcrupulous Brothers, that they might riot
fall into ftrange Hands. It was allo agreed, that
the new Grand-Mafter fhould have the Power of
appointing his Grand-Wardens, and a Deputy~
Grand-Mafter, now found es neceffary as formeﬂ
ly, according to ancient Cuftom,

AnDp at the Grand-Lodge in ample Form-
on Lady-Day, 1721, Grand-Mafter Payne pro-
pofed for his Succeflor, a moft noble Brother, at
which -the Lodge exprefled great Joy at the
happy Profpe& of being again patronized by
noble Grand-Mafters, as in the moft proﬁ:eroua
and glorious Days of Mafonry.

CHAP IV.

The State of MAsSoNRY from
Grand-Mafter MonTAGU ?0 Grand-
Majkr STRATHMORE.

E have feen in the foregoing Hiftory of”
Mafonry, by what Means the Craft
flourithed, and how they came to fuffer Decay ;
and that it was in'the Times of Barbarity and
Ignorance, of Tyranny-and Oppreffion, of War
and Bloodfhed, when the popular Rage and Fury
vented itfelf upon the noble Sciences, or Places
"dedicated to their Ufe, and chiefly upon the Pro-
feﬂ'ors and Advocates of this Royal Art, which as
it




i MASONRY., g5

it-was the moft ufeful to Mankind, fo it was the
firt doemed to Perdition. Indeed, the Days have
been in Britain, when this ancient and honourable
Fraternity fuffered not a little from the Negle&
of their Grand-Mafters, who fhould have counte-
nanced the Communications with their Prefence,
given Life and Vigour to their Refolutions, and by
Precept and Example, as well to keep the whole
‘Body firm, fteady and faithful to the ancient
Laws. and.Ufages of Mafons, as to preferve the
Honour and Renown that the Fraternity had ac-
quired in the: World with the Wife, Learned,
Good, Greatand Brave, from the Commencement
of Time.

TH1s Royal Craft fuffered greatly during the
inteftine Broils in the Reign of Charles the Firft ;
nor do we. find it made any great Advances after
* the Refloration, the Sciences being continually
. interrupted by the tyrannical Schemes of an
effeminate Court, and a Succeffion of War from
the Revolution to the Suppreffion.of the Troubles
renewed in the Beginning of the Reign of King
George the Firft : Under whofe aufpicious Govern-
ment Peace being fettled, the Sciences began again
to flourith, and Mafonry once more became the
Darling of the People, under their Grand-Mafter,
Sir Chriftopher Wren, whofe Abilities moft cere
tainly commanded all due Refpeét ; but the Want
of Zeal and Induftry in the Work of his Lord,
smade it neceffary for the Brethren to guard againft
all future Decays of their ancient and honourable

Craft,
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Craft, by chufing the right worfhipful Georgé
Pagne, Efg; to be their Grand-Mafter, by whole
Fervency and Zeal, the Freedom of this Society
has been fixed upon the noble and folid Bafis of
thofe Noblemen and Princes who have done Hev
nour te the Craft by their conftant Attendance
and laudable Example ; a Series of fuch noble
Perfonages as no Age,- Society nor Nation could
ever boaft of to have ruled over them ; and who
in a continued Succeffion will, in all Probability,
govern them and lift them up for ever. .

It will be neceflary now to proceed to the
Recital of thofe great Names who have honoured
the Fraternity by prefiding over them, either as
Grand-Mafters or other Grand- Officers ;  together
with a brief Abftra& of the Tranf:&ions in theur
Grand-Communications, in the Order of Time
they happened, .

Grand;Maﬁcr.

Joun MonTAGU, Duke of MONTA G UL

Deputy-Grand-Maﬁér.
. Joun Beayr, Docor of Phyfic.

Grand-Wardens.
Mr. J. ViLLENEAU and Mr. T. MoRR1s, jun.

On the Morning of his Ele&ion, Fune 24, 1721,
George Payne, Efg; Grand-Mafter, aflembled the
‘Grand-Lodge at the King’s-Arms, in St. Paul’s

Church-



MASONRY  ¢7
€burch-Yard ; made fome new Brothers, particu-
latly Philip, Lord Stanbope, now Earl of Cheffer-
Mdd ; and then marched according to the Manner
of Mafons to a noble Feaft prepared for them at Sta-
tioners- Hall ; where his Grace was invefted with
the Enfigns of his Office, reccived their Homage and
Congratulations, and entered upon the Exercife of
his Authority: Whereupon Dr. Defaguliers, for-
merly Grand-Mafter, made an eloquent Oration in
Praife of Mafons and Mafonry. "The Whole was
condufted with great Harmony and brotherly
Love, In the feveral Communications held by his
Grace, he encouraged and promoted the laudable
Defigns of the Craft ; ordered their Conftitutions
and Laws to be colle@ed into one Body by Dr. De- *
Jaguliers and Mr. Fames Anderfon ; and to be re-
vifed and amended, and after being approved of,
to be printed ; which was accordingly done.

Grand-Mafter.

Puirip WaARTON, Duke of WHARTQN,

Deputy-Grand-Mafter.
J. TueorH, DesaGuriers, L.L.D.and F.R.S,

. Grand-Wardens,

Mzr. JosH, TimsoNn and Ja. ANDERsON, A. M.

WILLIAM COWWPER, Elg; was appointed Se-
cretary, Fanuary 27, 1722-3. His Grace was very
“a&tive and vigilant in yifiting the old Lodges, and

F

confhituting
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conftituting new ones, as the Fraternity began to
increafe daily, by the Admiflion of many of the
Clergy, Gentlemen, Merchants, and others of
good Repute, who were all highly pleafed with’
his Grace’s generous and noble Behaviour.,

Grand-Maﬁcr.

F. ScorT,E. of Darkeirs, late D, of BuccLeucH,

Deputy-Grand-Mafter.
J. TueorH. DEsaGuLIERs, L.L.D,and F.R.S._

Grand-Wardens.

FrancisSorery, Efg; and Mr. Joun SENEX:

‘Tue Duke of Wharton, Grand-Mafter, came,
attended with his Wardens, and many Brethren
in Coaches, to hold the Feaft at Merchant-Taylors-
Hall, fune 24, 1723, and then walked with his
Deputy, Wardens, and the Mafters and Wardens
of Lodges into the Lodge-Room ; and there recog-
nized their new Grand-Mafter, who was now in
Scotland ; about 400 Mafons were at this Feaft.
Upon his Lordthip’s Return in a Grand-Commu-
nication, he exerted himfelf greatly in many Things
~for the Good of Mafons, particularly in forming
their Committee of Charity, as will be after-
wards more particularly related,

Grand-
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Grand-Mafter.

C. Levox, D. of Ricumonn, Lenoxand Avusieny,

- Deputy-Grand-Matter,
MarTin Forxkes, Efq;

Grand-Wardens.

Geo. PavyNE and FrRancis Sorerr, Efgrs,

Tug Earl of Dalkeith, with his Deputy and
Wardens, and a great Number of Brethren, waited
on Brother Richmomd, at his Houfe at Whitehall,
Fune 24, 1724, and then proceeded in a.grand
Proceflion to Merchant-Taylors- Hall to Dinner .
And there Grand-Mafter Dalkeith made the fol-
lowing Proceffion round the Tables. -

1. BRoT HER Clinch to clear the Way,
2. The Stewards two and two, with their white
Rods. 3. Secretary Cowper with the Bag. 3. On
his Left, the Mafter of the fecond Lodge with one
great Light, 4. Two other great Lights borne
by Mafters of Lodges. 5. Former Grand-
Wardens one by one, according to Juniority.
6. Sorell and Senex, the prefent Grand-Wardens, -
9. Defaguliers, Deputy - Grand - Mafter, alone.
8. On the Left the Sword of State carried by
the Mafter of the Lodge to which it did belong ;
followed by Richmond Grand-Mafter cle&. g. On
the Right-Hand the Book of Conflitutions on a
Cufhion, carried by the Mafter of the fenior

' Fa2 -Leodge,
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Lodge, followed by Dalkeith, Grand-Mafter,
During the Proceflion, the Brethren gave the
regular Salutations, The fecond, Proceffion was
like the firft, fave that now Lord Dalkeith walked
firft as the youngeft late Grand Mafter, clofe after
the: former Grand-Wardens, and the Duke of
Richmmd laft of all, preceded by his Wardens
and Deputy, and befor¢ them the Sword and
Conftitutions. His Grace in the Execution of his
Office was very affiduous for the Welfare of the
Craft, and firmly eftablithed the Fund of general
‘Charity for poor Broghers, that was begun by
Grand-Matter Dalkeith. .

Grand-Mafter.

.
J. Hamirron, Lord Parsiey, now E. of Aarconn.

Deputy-Grand-Mafter, .

]ox-m TasoruiLus Desacuriers, LL.D. and F.R WS,

Grand-Wardens.

Col. D. Houchron, and Sir T. PenpercasT,, Bt.

'Lor D Paifleybeing in the Country had appointed
the Duke of Richmond his Proxy, who held the Feaft
at Merchant-Taylors- Hall, December 27, 1725, and
recognized the Authority of the new Grand-
Mafter. During whofe Abfence the Deputy at-
tended the Communications, vifited the Lodges,
and redreffed what was amifs till Lord Paifley re-
turned, greatly to the Satisfadtion of his Worthip.

Grand-
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Grand- Mafter.

Wirriam O Br1an, Earl of INcHIQUIN.

1o - Deputy;Grand-MaﬁCr.

X3

Wirrram Cowrer, Efg;
Grand- Wardens.

ALex..CHOCKE and WiLL. Burpow, Efqrs.

MR. Edward Wilfn was appointed Secretary,
in the Room of #illiam Cawper, Efq; now Deputy-
Grand-Mafter. The Feaft was held at Mercers-
Hall, Febyuary 27, 1726-7; and the Grand-Mafter
being abfent, Lord Paiffey condu@ted the Bufinefs of
the Day, and clofed the Lodge in due Time. The
- Grand-Mafter granted a Deputation to Hugh War-
barton, Efg; tobe Provincial Grand-Matter of North-
- Wales, and to Sir Edward Manfell, Bart. to be
Provincial Grand-Mafter of South-#ales, and alfo
a Deputation to fome Brothers in Spain for the
conflituting of a Lodge at Gidraltar. In his
Mafterthip, on the eleventh of Fune, 1727, King
George the Firft died at Ofnaburg in his Way to
Hanover, and was fucceeded by his only Son
KING GEORGE THE SECOND,
‘mow bappily reigning, and the firft remembered
at all the Aflemblies of Mafons in- their peculiar
Manner : To Mafons no more need be faid. .

- F3 _ Grand-
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Crand- Matfter.

Hewry Hare, Lord CoLERANE.

Deputy-Grand-Mafter.

ALexanper CHockE, Efg;

Grand-Wardens.

N.BLackERBY, Efg; and Mr. J. HIGHMORES

MR. William Read was appointed Secretary,
The Feaft was held on St, Fobn’s Day, December 27
1727, at Mercers-Hall, with great Joy énd.f '
Satisfaltion throughout the whole large Affem-
bly. And his Lordthip being entered upon hi§
bigh Office, granted a Deputation for the hold~
ing of a Lodge inSt. Bernard’s-Streety in Madrid,
In the laft Communication under the Mafter-
fhip of Colerane, Dr. Defaguliers moved that the
ancient Office of Stewards might be revived to affift
- the Grand-Wardens in preparing the Feaft, and
in other Things appertaining to the annual Ge-
neral Affembly of Mafons; which was carried
unanimoufly, and that their Number fhould be
TweLvE. A Lift of thofe Gentlemen who have
ferved the honourable Office of Stewards, from
Grand-Mafter Colerane to thofe who at prefent
enjoy that Office, will be elfewhere in'ﬁ:rted.

Grand-
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Grand-Mafter.

James King, Lord KINGSTON,

Depﬁty-Grand-Maﬁer.

NATHANIEL BLACKERBY, Efg

Grand-Wardens.
Sir J. THorNH1LL, Kt. and M. OConNOR, Efg; -

T e Feaft was again held on St. j’obn’s Day, at
Mercers- Hall, December 27, 1728, Deputy-Grand-
Mafter Chocke, with his Wardens, feveral noble Bro-
thers, former Grand-Officers, and many Brethren
attended his Worthip from his Houfe in Leicefler-
Square, to the faid Hall in Coaches, where every
Thing was tranfad&ed with great Harmony and De-
corum, His Lordfhip, at his own Coft, provided 2
curious Pedeftal, and a rich Cuthion, adorned with
GoldTaflels and Fringes for the Top of the Pede-
. ftal, with a fine Velvet Bag, and a Badge of two
‘Golden Pens a-crofs pendant to a blue Ribbon for
the Grand-Secretary : Fot all which the Com-
munication returned his Worfhip Thanks in a
proper Manner. Grand-Mafter King/fow granted
a Deputation to Brother George Pomfret for the
conftituting of a Lodge at Bengal, in Eafl-iIndia,
at the preffing Solicitation of fome Brethren re-

fiding there, -
- - F 4 Grand-
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Grand-Mafter.

Tuomas Howarp, Duke of NOoRFOLK.

Deputy-Grand-Mafter.

NarnanNier BLackEeRrBY, Efg;

'Grand-Wardens,
Calonel G. CARPENTER and T, BaTson, Efq;

GRAND-MASTER Kingflon, thh his Deputy
and Wardens, waited on his Grace the Grand-Mafter
ele&, at his Houfe in St. Fames’s-Square ; where be
was metby as great a Number of Brethrenall clothed
proper, as had ever been known, and.from thence
proceeded ﬁoMcrcbut-Taylars Hall; Fanuary 29,
1729-30, in the following Maxmer, viZ.

1. BRoT HER Fobnfon to clear the Way'
2. Six of the Stewards with their Badges and Rods,

two in each Chariot. 3. Brothers duly, clothed
without Diftin&ion in Gentlemens Coaches. ., 4.

Noble and eminent Brethren in their own Cha-
riots. §. Former Grand-Officers not noble. . 6
Former noble Grand-Mafters clothed proper. 7,
The Secretary alone with his Badge and Bag. 8§,
The two Grand-Wardens clothed proper with
their Badges in one Chariot. 9. The Deputy-

Grand-
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Grand-Mafter alone. 10. Kingffon, Grand-Mafter,
with his Badge: Nmﬁl& Grand-Matfter ele&, clothed
only as a Mafon, in one Coach. 11. The Duke
of Nerfolk’s Coach of State empty. Brother Fohn
Pine a&ted as Marfhal, and condu&ed the Pro-
ceflion ; which being arrived at the Hall-Gate ;
1. The Stewards ftood with their Rods on each
Side the Paffage to make a Lane. 2. Brother
Jobnfon to clear the Way, 3. Former Grand-
Wardens one by one, according to their Juniority.
4. Former Deputy-Grand-Mafters, according to
Juniority, one by one. 5. Former Grand-Mafters
by Juniority in the following Order; Lord Cole-
rane 3 Earl of Inchiguin; Lord Paifley; Duke of
Richmond ; Earl of Dalkeith ; Duke of Montagu 3
Dr. Dsfaguliers ; George Payne, Efq; and Mr. An-
thony Sayer., 6. Then the Stewards clofed two
and two. 7. The Secretary alone. - 8. The two
Grand-Wardens. 9. The Deputy: Grand-Mafter
alone. 10 On the Left-Hand the Sword, borne
before Norfolk, Grand-Mafter ele& ; on the Right-
Hand the Book of Conftitutions on a rich Cuthion,
carried by the Mafter of the fenior Loodge :- The
whilé was clofed by Marfhal Pine, wnth hls
Trunchcon blue, tipt with Gold.

"In ‘this Order they folemnly walked into the
Lodge-Room, where the Mafters and Wardens
received their Grand-Mafter with the greateft Joy
and Affe¢tion in due Form, He fat down in his
Cbaxr before the Pedeftal, covered with a rich

Fs Cufhion,
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Cufhion, upon which were laid the Conftitutions
and Sword ; with the Grand-Mafter ele& on his
Right- Hand whofe Ele@ion was forthwith re-
cognized with great Solemnity. His Grace was
vigilant in his Office, and when his Affairs called
him into -Jtaly, he was not unmindful of the Fra-
ternity, to whom he fent the following kind and
noble Prefents, v/z.

1. TweNTY Pounds to the Fund of Mafons
Charity. 2. A large Folio Book of the finelt
writing Paper for the Records of the Grand-Com-
munication, richly bound in Turhy Leather and
gilt, and on the F rontifpiece in Vellum the Arms
of Norfolk amply difplayed, with a Latin Infcrip-
tion of his noble Titles. 3. The old trufty Sword
of Guflavus Adolphus, the valiant King of Sweden,
that was next wore by his brave Succeflor in War,
.Bernard, Duke of Saxe-Weimar, with both their
Names on the Blade, which the Grand-Mafter
had ordered to be moft richly embellithed ; and to
be the Grand-Mafter’s Sword of State for the
Time to come. . For all which noble Benefac-
sions the Lodge exprefled their moft grateful Ac-
ceptance, in their peculiar Manner, His Grace
granted a Deputation to Captain Ralph Farwinter
to be Provincial Grand-Mafter of Eafi-India at
Bengal, another to Monfieur Thuanus to be Pro~
vincial Grand-Mafter of the Circle of Loiver-
Saxony, and a third to Mr. Daniel Cox to be Pro=
vincial Grand-Mafter of New-_‘?'erfey in /Ymmca.

4 ) Grand-
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Grand-Matfter.

T. Coxek, Ld, LoveL, nowE, of LEICESTER,

Deputy- Grand-Mafter.

TuaomAs BaTson, Efq;

, Gfapd-Wardens. _
G.‘DoucLAs,_ M. D and J. CuamBERS, Efg;

MR. George Moody, was appointed his Worfhip’s
Sword-Bearer. The Feaft was held at Mercers-
- Hall, March 23, 1731, and all Things were regu-
larly tranfa&ed. In a Grand-Communication, she
Duke of Norfolk, with other noble Brethren being
prefent, the Grand-Mafter moved, that the Thanks
‘of the Community fhould be returned to his Grace
for his nobl¢ Prefents to the Fraternity, which was
forthwith done, and received by the Duke with bro-
therly Affections His Royal Highnefs Francis-Stes
phen, Duke of Lorrain, now hisIMPERIAL Ma-
JESTY, was made an entered Prentice and Fellow
Craft, at the Hague, by Virtue of a Deputation from
‘QmM-Maﬁer Lowel for a Lodge there, of which
Dr. Defaguliers was Mafter, Fobn Stanbope and Fohm
'Holtzendorf, Efqrs. Wardens; the reft of the Bre-
‘thren that formed the Lodge, were Philip, Earl of
Chefterfield, Feremiah Strickland, Efq; Nephew to
“the Bifhop of Namure, Mr. Benjamin Hadley, and
a Dutch Brother, His Royal Highnefs coming to

England
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England foon after, was made a Mafter-Mafon along
with his Grace Thomas Pelbam, Duke of New-
caftle, at Houghton- Hall, in Norfalk, the Seat of Sir
‘Rabert Walpale. This Event the Society have in con-
tinual Remembrance in a proper Manner., His
Worfbip alfo granted Deputations of Provincial
y Grand-Mafters to Captain Fobn Phillips, of Ruffia,
and Captain Fames Commerford, of Andalxfia, in

Spain.
. Grand-Mafter.
ANTHONY Brown, Lord Vifc. MoNTACUTE,

Deputy-Grand-Mafter,
Tuomas BaTtson, Efg;

Grand-Wardens.

Geo. RookE and JAo. Moore-SMYTHE, Efgrs,

L d

THEannual Aflembly and Feaft was held at Mere
. chamt-Taylors- Hall, April 19, 1732 ; and Deputy= -
Grand-Mafter Batfen, with his Wardens, attended
the Grand-Mafter ele&, at his Houfe in Bliom/bury-
Square, . togetber with the Dukes of Montagy and
Richmond, Lord Coerane, Lord Carpenter, the’
Earl of Strathmore, Lord Teymbam, and many
other Brethren all duly clothed ; who proceeded *
to the Hall, and there performed eve _Thing ac-
cording to good and ancient Ufages. ?1"1 the Courfe
of his Mafterfhip, he granted a Deputation for hold- :
- ing a Lodge at Vaknciennes, in French Flanders, and :
N another at the Hotel de Buffyy in Paris.

CHAP.,

/
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CHAP V.

The State of MASONRY from Grand-
~ Mafler STRATHMORE 0 Grand-
Mafler CARYSFORT,

HE prefent flourithing Condition of the Fra-

A ternity in England, the Reader will difcern, has
not been obtained without great Induftry and Appli-
cation; and he will alfo find the fame noble Endea-
voursnot the leaft abated in their fucceeding Story.

Grand-Mafter,

James Lyon, Earl of STrRATHMORE,

Deputy-Grand-Mafter.

Tuomas BaTson, Efg;

Grand-Wardens.

J. MoorE-SMYTHE, and Joun WaRbD, i:‘.fqrs.

. Tux Feaft and annual Aflembly were folemni-
zed at Marcers-Hall, June 7, 17335 the Deputy and’
Wardens . with fome. noble Brethren, and many
others waited upon Lord Southwell, who was
Proxy for his Worthip the Grand-Mafter; who a]l
preceeded in-a regular Manner to the faid Hal),'
In the firt Communication after the Feaft, his

. Worthip being prefent, informed the Lodge, that
Bufinefs had much increafed, and that it would be’
. nteeflary to refer back to the Committee of Cha-
rity, what could not be gone through at once in the’
Communication ; which was unanimoufly agreed
Ve to.
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to. And Thomas Edwards, Efq; Warden to the

. Duke of Richmond's Lodge, at the Horn, IWe/2-
minfler, acquainted the Communication, -that
Capt. Farwinter, Provincial Grand-Mafter of £a/?-
India, had fent from his Lodge at Bengal, a Cheft

“ of Arrack for the Ufe of the Grand-Lodge, and
ten Guineas for the Mafons Charity, which the
Lodge gratefully received, and ordered folemn
Thanks to the Lodge at Bengal. The Deputy-
Grand-Mafter recommended the new Colony of

* Genrgia to the Benevolence of particular Lodges.
His Worfhip granted a Deputation to eleven
German Gentlemen, good Brothers, for conftitu-
ting a Lodge at Hamburgh.

Grand-Mafter. o

Joux Linpsavy, E. of Caavruap, primier Earl of Scorland,

Deputy-Grand-Mafter,

Sir Cecir WraAy, Bart.

Grand-Wardens.
Joun Warp, Efg; and Sir E. MAnsELL, Be

MR. Jobn Revis was appointed Grand-Secretary,
On March 30, 17344 the Deputy-Grand-Mafter
and Wardens, noble Brethren and others, attended
the Grand-Mafter ele& from his Houfe in Mari-
borough-Street in a Grand-Proceffion to Mercers-
Hall, preceded by a fine Band of Mufick ; Har-
mony and Regularity finithed the Bufinefs of the
Day, Lord Graufurd, by the Intervention of PUbi

" . lic
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lick Affairs, could not hold a Communication for
almoft a Year, and then held two in the Space of
fix Weeks. The Book of Conflitutions was or-
dered to be revifed, corre@ed and amended, and
when approved in publick Affembly, to be reprinted
by the Authority of the Grand-Officers.

Grand-Mafter.

THoMmAs TRYNNE, Lord Vife. WEyMouTH.

Deputy-Grand-Mafter.
Joun Warp, Efg;

. Grand-Wardens.
SirE. MaNszLy, Bt. and M. CLarg, A.M, and F.R.S.

Tue Grand-Mafter ele®, on April 17, 1735,
was attended at his Houfe in Grofuenor-Square, by
Grand-Mafter Crayfurd, apd his Officers, by the
Dukes of Richmend and Athdl, the Marquis of
Beaumont, the Earls of Winchelfea, Wemnys, Loudoun
and Balcarras, the Lord Vere Bertie and Lord Cath-
¢art, with many othereminent and worthy Brethren,
cloathed proper, and with a Band of Mufick pro-
ceeded through the City with great State and So-
lemnity to Mercers-Hall; where good old Cuftoms
were ftriétly obferved. In the feveral Communica-
tions, Deputy-Grand-Mafter WARD being in the
fChair made a moft excellent Speech, recommend.

. ing Temper, Deceacy and good Decorum- to the
whole Affembly; and then moved that a Law
might
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might be made to enforce the fame ; and then
propofed a Regulation of ten Rules for the good
Government of the Communications, which paflfed
unanimoufly. It not fuiting the Grand-Mafter to;
attend, the Deputy-Grand-Mafter performed all to
the lafting Honour, Safety and Well-being of the
Craft. Brother Righy, from Bengal, brought twenty
Guineas for the general Charity : And the twelve »
Stewards, with Sir Robert Lawley, Mafter of the
Steward’s Lodge, appeared for the firft Time with |
their new Badges ; having certain Privileges now
granted them.

Grand-Matfter.

Joun CAMPBELL, Earl of Louboun,

Deputy-Grand-Mafter..
Jonn Warp, Efg;

Grand-Wardens.
SirR.LawLey, Bt.and W.Grazus, M.D.and F.R.S.

DeruTy-Grand-Mafter WarDp, with his
Wardens, and the Duke of Richmond, the Earls of
Craufurd and Albermale, Vifcount Hareourt, Lord
Southwell, Lord Erfkine, Fobn Anflis, Efq; Garter
King at Arms, Alexander Brodie, Efq; Lord Lin’
King at Arms, with many other Brethren, and a
Band of Mufick attended the Grand-Mafter ele&®
from his Houfe at #bitehall to Fifpmongers- Hally

. the
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the 15th of Aprily 1736, to a npble Feaft prepared
by the Stewards according to Cuftom.’

_ THE curious Bye-Laws of the Lodge at Exeter

are read in Communication and applauded, and a.

“Letter of Thanks returned them for their hand-
fome Benefattion to the general Charity, His
Worthip granted a Deputation to Robert Tomlinfon,
Efq; to be Provincial Grand-Mafter of New-Eng-
{and, fobn Hammertm, Efq; of South-Cardlina,
“and David Creighton, Do&or of Phyfick, at Capee
Coaﬂ, in Africa,

Grand-Mafter.

EpwarDp BricH, Earl of DARNLEY.

Deputy-Grand-Mafter,
Joun Warp, Efg;

Grand-Wardens,
Sir R. LawtLey, Bt. and W. GraEME, M.D.and F.R.S.

Tre Affembly and Feaft was held at Fifbmon-
gers-Hall, the 28th of April, 1737: The Grand-
Mafter with his Wardens, the Duke of Richmond,
the Earls of Craufurd, and Wemys, Lord Grey,
the Stewards and other Brethren, attended the
Grand-Mafter ele& in a folemn Mannes, preceded
by a fine Band of Mufick, to the Hall where every
Thing was tranfaed as before. Upon the 15th
of November, 1737, an occafional Lodge was held:
at Kew, of which the Reverend Dr, Defaguliers

. was



114 TheHisTtorvY of
was Matter, Mr. Willkiam Gofion and Mr. Erafinus
King, Wardens; the bther Brethren that formed the
Lodge were, Charles, Lord Baltimore, Colonel Lum- .
ley, Major Maddan, Mr. Dunsyer, and Mr. Vraden;
when his Royal Highnets FREDERICXK late
. Prince of WA L E-S, was in due Form introduced
and made an entered Prentice and Fellow-Craft 3
. and was alfo made a Mafter-Mafon by the fame
Lodge, who in due Time affembled there again
for that Purpofe. The Book of Conftitutions be-
ing printed and fupervifed by proper Perfons, was
ordered to be publithed. His Worfhip granted .
Deputations to Fames Watfon, Elg; to be Provin-
V cial Grand-Mafter of the Ifland of Amtferrat ;
George Hamilton, Efq; of Geneva 5 Henry William
Marfhalch,. Efa; hereditary Marefchal of Thu-
v ringia, of Upper-Saxeny ; William Douglas, Efq;
. on the Coaft of dfma and the Iflands of America, .
* where no Provincial isalready deputed ; and Captain
v Richard Riggs, of New-Yirk.

Grand-Mafter,

R. Bripers, Marq. of CAxrNaRvON, now D, of Canpos,
Deputy-Grand-Mafter.
Joun Warp, Efg;
Grand-Wardens.

Lord G. GRAHAM and Captain A, RoBiNsoN,
Tue



MASONRY: 113

THEe Feaft was held at Fifimongers-Hall the
27th of April, 1738, at which were prefent the
Grand-Mafter, his Deputy and Wardens, the .
Duke of Richmend, the Earls of Inchiguinand Lox-
douny Lord Colerane, ‘the Earl of Kintore, Lord
Grey, the Stewards and many other Brethren,
when every Thing was tranfalted as heretofore.
Brother Revis, Grand-Secretary, declined accept-
ing the Office of Treafurer, as he judged the hold-
ing both was incompatible with each other ; how-
ever thé Lodge requefted him to ack as fueh, till
a Perfon every Way qualified for the Office.of
Treafurer could be found. Soon after Fobn Feffs,.
Efq; Comptroller of the Poft-Office, was chofen.
Treafurer, being nominated by the Grand-Mafter,
and approved by the Communication. - A Scheme' .
was propofed for the placing out Mafons Sons Ap~ _
prentices ; but after long Debates the Propofal was
rejefted, as it would too much affe@ the Fund of
Charity. The Right Worfhipful Grand-Mafler
prefented the Society with a large Jewel of Gold
for the Ufe of their Secretary, being two crofs
Pens in a Knot; the Knot and Points of the
Pens being moft curioufly enamell’d : And ap-
pointed #illiam Horten, Efq; Provincial Grand-
Mafter for the Weft-Riding of the County of
York, .

Grand-
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-Grand-Mafter, ' o
RoserT RayMonD, Lord RAYyMoND.
Deputy-Grand-Matter.
WirLiam Graemg,Dr, of Phyfic,and F.R.S.
Grand-Wardens.

J. HErvEY THURsBY and Ros. Foy, Efgrs,

THE Marquis of Caernarvon, Grand-Mafter, -
with his Officers, the Earls of Lodowunand Darz-
ley, late Grand-Mafters, the Duke of Gordon, and
many other noble and eminent Brethren, attend-"
ed by the Grand-Mafter ele& on May 3, 1739,
proceeded in a regular Manner to Fifbmongers-
Hoall, with a Band of Mufick before them ; where
every Thing was elegantly conduéted, and Plea--
fure and Satisfa@ion appeared throughout all the
numerous Affembly. In the feveral Communica--
tions his Lordfhip redrefled fome Grievances, and:
ardered the Laws to be ftri@ly executed againtt all’
Irregularities, or whatever elfe that in its Confe-
quences might tend to the breaking the Cement of’
the Fraternity. Brother Crudeli, a Prifoner in thet
. Inquifition at Florence, had twenty Pounds remitted
him by the Communication for his prefent Relief,’
and it was refolved that proper Meafures might be
concerted for his Enlargement. The Marquis des
~ Marches was appointed Provincial Grand- Malf%cr

Qf

.~ ———ee
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* for Savey and Piedmont : And a Deputation was
granted for conftituting a Lodge at Laufasne, in .
the Caaton of Bern.

Grand-Mafter.

Joun Ke1TH, Eatl of KinTORE,

_ Deputy-Grand-Mafter.
WiLLram GraeME, Dr.of Phyfick,and F.R.S,

Grand-Wardens,

JamesRuck and WiLr. Vaucnan, Efgrs,

. THe Grand-Mafter was attended to Haber-
dafbers-Hall, April 22, 1740, with the fame
State as formerly, by George Payne, Efq; Dr, De-.
Jaguliers, the Earls of Loudoun and Darnley, paft
Grand-Mafters; Martin Filkes, Thomas Batfon,
and . fobn Ward, Efqrs, paft Deputy-Grand-
Mafters ; with many other reverend, eminent
and, learned Brethren, The Irregularities be-
fore complained of, were now redreffed, and ina
fucceeding Communication, Charles Crauford,
Efq; from St. Michael's Lodge at Barbadoes, at-
tended and paid ten. Guineas for the Ufe of the
general Charity. His Lordthip appointed his Ex-
cellency, General Fames Keith, to be Provincial -
Grand-Mafter. of all Ruffia ; Matthias Albert
Luttman, Efg; Provincial Grand-Mafter of Ham-
burgh, and the Circle of Lower-Saxony; Edward
Ruke, Efg; for the Weft-Riding of Yerdpire, in
. ' : the
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¢he Room of William.Horten, Efq; decgafed ; and
Ghomas Baxter, Efq; his Majefty’s Attorney-
General of the Iland of Barbadoes, to be Pro-
vincial Grand-Mafter there, and of all the Iflands
to the Windward of Gaurdaloup.

Grand-Matfter.
J. DougLas, E. of Mo=rToN, Kt, of the Thiftle,

Deputy-Grand-Mafter.
MARTIN CLARE, M. A, and F.R.S. =

Grand-Wa‘rdens.

W. VAUGHAN, and BENJ. GascoyNE, Efgrs.

TuE annual Aflembly and Feaft was held at
Haberdafbers-Hall, March 19, 1740-1, with
the ufual Solemnity ; there being prefent George
Payne, Efq; Dr. Defaguliers, the Earls of Lou-
doun and Darnley, and the Marquis of Caernarvon,
formerly Grand-Mafters ; Lord Ward, Martin
Fulkes, Efg; Sir Robert Lawley, Baronet, former
Grand-Officers : The Earks of Perth and Clan-
rickard, his Excellency Major-General Count
Trouches de Waldburg, Minifter Plenipotentiary,
and M. Andrie, Envoy from the King of Pruffia,
Baron Waffenberg, Envoy from Sweden, M. Beil-
field, Sccretary to the Pruffian Embafly, Count
Harrach, Count O’ Daniel, and many other Bre--
thren, - with a large Band of Mufick. This
vaft Affembly was condu&ed with the greateft

A Harmony
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’Hmaiony and Decorum. In the feveral Come
munications, fome feafonable Laws were pafled, and

Regulations made for future Proceflions and Cere- °

monials too long here to enumerate, A Brother

immediate Relief. The Grand-Mafter prefented
a Staff of Office to the Treafurer, of neat Work-
manthip ; and then it was determined, that the faid
Treafurer fhould be annually eleéted ; and that the
Treafurer, the Secretary and Swordbearer fhall be
efteemed Members of all grand Lodges or general
Communications, A large Cornelian Seal of the
Mafons Arms, properly embellithed, and fet in
- Gold, was prefented to the Grand-Mafter by
William Vaughan, Efq; fenior Grand-Warden.

Grand-Matfter,

JorN Warp, Lord Warnp,

Deputy-Grand-Mafter.

Sir RoBerT LawLEY, Baronet.

Grand-Wardens,

E.Hoopv, M. D. and F.R.S. and S. Beringron, Efg;

THE Earl of Morton, with his Officers, waited
upon the Grand-Mafter ele® at his Houfe in
Brok-fireet, on April 277, 1742, and from thence
went in folemn Proceffion and great State to
Haberdafbers- Hall, together with the Earls of
Loudown and Darnley, and the Marquis of Caer-

narvon,

-

imprifoned at 8¢, Sebaflian’s, in Spain, was ordered .*
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marvon, former Grand-Mafters, feveral former
Grand-Officers, the Earl of Anglefea, and =
great Number of eminent and learned Bre-
thren, preceded by a Band of Mufick : Never
more Harmony was known among Mafons tham
at this General Aflembly. His Lordfhip being
entered upon the Exercife of his high Office, loft
no Time in applying the moft effeual and fpeedy
Remedies to all growing Evils in the Craft ; re-
commended to his Officers the greateft Vigilance
and Care in their refpeive Stations; and himfelf
fet them a noble Example of what they and the
Fraternity had to expe&, by advifing thofe Lodges
that were much decreafed in their Members, to co-
alefce with others in the like Circumftances ; and
thofe Lodges who had been negligent in their
Attendar.ce, after proper Admonitions, had their
Conftitutions reflored, and thofe that continued con-
tumacious were annulled. Summonfes were ordered
to be ifflued out, commanding the Attendance. of
feveral Lodges againft a certain Day therein fixed, .
to fhew Caufe why they had not attended within
the T'ime limited by the Laws of the Fraternity.
In all which Inftances his Lordfhip manifefted the
tendercft Regard for the Interefts of the Craft, by
Lemty and Forbearance of proceeding to Extre-
mities ; yet by a Refolution, hitherto almoft un-
known, fupported ard ftrengthened the Weak ; ani-
mated and confirmed the Strong ; reproved and ad-
monifhcd the Negligent, wherever wanting : So
that the Cement of the Society with the Una-
" pimity



™M ASONRY. 12§

ntmity and Harmony, that has for all Ages fub-
fifted among Mafons, was never more preferved,
nor thone more bright. The Seafon of the Year
being far advanced, many of the Grand Officers
amd noble Brethten being abroad on the publick Ser-
wce; the Communication poftponed the annual
Affembly, and unanimoufly prayed his Lordfhip
to continue at their Head for another Year ; which
he kindly accepted, and invited all that pleafed to
dine-with him at Hampflead, on the 16th of May,
1743, where they attended accordingly. In a
Communiczation, Mr. Francis Byam, Mafter of
the Court-houfe Lodge, at St. Fobn’s, in Antigua,
attended, and made Report, that the Society there
have built an elegant Lodge-room, fixty Feet long,
and thirty in Breadth ; with a neat Room adjoin-
ing, for the receiving and entertairing of ftrange
Brethren ; and requefted, that they might be here-
after denominated, The Great Lodge at St. John’s,
His Lordthip appointed the following Provincial
Grand-Mafters, Mr. William Ratchdale, of the
v County of Lancafler ; Ballard Beckford, George
fbndz, and Alexander Crawford, Efgrs. of Fa- .
v maica ; “and Thomas Oxnard, Efq; of North- Ame- _
- rica: And granted a Deputation for holding
the ‘Great Lodge of the UN10oN at Pranck- .
fort on the Mayne, in Germany ; and alfo one for
conftituting the Lodge of St. George, in the Empe-
ror’s Court at Hamburgh. At the Conclufion of all
thefe fignal Serviccs, his Lardfhip took his Leave
<f the Fratermty, in 2 gencral Communication,
v in
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in a moft tender and affe@ionate Manner, exbost
ing them all in their refpective Stations tp a firm
Adherence to their Laws and. Regulations, to be
juft and true to one another, as wellas toall the
World, as the only Means that could, and which
undoubtedly would preferve them free and bappy to
she End of Time,

Gragd-Ma{’cef.

THoMAs Lyon, Earl of STRATHMORE -

Deputy-Grand-Mafter.

WiLLiaM Vavcuan, Efg;

Grand-Wardens.

W, Craxme, M.D.and F.R.S.and Fornzarz¥ Baxzr, Blq3

On the the 2d of May, 1744, Lord Ward,
Grand-Mafter, with his Officers, George 'Payne,
Efy; the Earls of Loudoun and Morton, former
Grand-Mafters, attended the Grand-Mafter ele&
with the ufual Solemnity and Ceremony, and three
Bands of Mufick, to Fifbmongers-Hall, according
to ancient Ufage. Moft of this Year, the Grand-
Mafter being abfent, the Care and Management of
the Fraternity’s Affairs devolved to the other
Grand-Officers, who were very adtive for the
general Good of the whole Body. His Lordfhip
. appointed Alured Popple, Efq; Proyincial Grand-

"1 Mafter of the [land O6f Bermudas,

Grand- |
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' Grand-Mafter.

James CransToun, Lord CRANSTOUN.

Deputy-Grand-Matfter.
Epwarp Hopy, Do&tor of Phyfick and F.R.S,

.Grand-Wardens.

ForuerRLEY BAKER and THo. SM1TH, Ef;

On the 18th of April, 1745, Lord Ward, as
Grand-Mafter, with his Officers, George Payne,
Efq; and the Earl of Loudoun, former Grand-
Mafters, Martin Clare, M. A. and F. R. S. Sir
. Robert Lawley, Baronet, Samuel Berington and Ben-
jamin Gafcoyne, Efqrs, former Grand Officers, with
a numerous Concourfe of Brethren, and three
Bands of Mufick, waited on the Grand-Mafter
ele® in Procefion to Drapers-Hall, Brother
Moody, who had for feveral Years been Sword-
bearer to his Worthip, refigned that Office on the
Account of his ill State of Health ; and requefted
of the Lodge to accept of the Badge ufually worn
by him in Communication. The Grand-Mafter
thereupon appointed Mr, Thomas Slaughter his
Swordbearer. His Lordthip having exercifed his
Office for a Year, with great Reputation and
Honour to himfelf, and to the Advantage of the
“hole Fraternity ; they unanimoully prefled his
G2 Lord-
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Lordfhip’s Prefidence over them for another
Year: And as the Seafon was advancing apace,
and many of the great Officers and Nobility in
Flandcrs, fo-that the annual Affembly could not
conveniently be held; his Lordfhip invited the Fra-
ternity to take a Dinner with him at Hamp/flead,
the 3d of May, 1746; which was with Pleafure
accepted of, and concluded with the higheft Satis-
faltion. In afucceeding Communication a Letter
was received from the Brethren of the Lodge at
Calcutta, in the Kingdom of Bengal, fetting forth,
that the faid Lodge was in a very flourifhing State,
and very numerous, infomuch that there was a
Neceflity of feparating, in order to form a new
Lodge, and prayed the Grand-Mafter to conftitute
them a new Lodge, by the Name of the Third
" Lodge at Calcutta, and fent therewith ten Pounds
for the geperal Charity ; whereupon a Committee
was appointéd to draw up an Anfwer to their Let-
ter, and to comply with their Requeft, concluding
with the Grand-Mafter and Communications
hearty Withes for the Continuance of thofe truly
laudable Difpofitions and faithful Endeavours of
the Fraternity in India. His Lordfhip ordered
ths Proceflions to be “difcontinued, and appointed
Captain Robert Commins Provincial Grand-Mafter
~ for Cape- Breton and Louifbourg 5 and granted a De-
putaticn for conflituting a Lodge at Copenbagen, in
* Denmark, '

Grand-
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Grand-Matfter. ’

Wirriam Byron, Lord Brron.

Deputy-Grand-Mafter.

ForHERLEY BakERr, Efg

Grand-Wardens.

The Hon, RozzrT Suirrry and Thomas Jerrarys, Efg;

M R. Daniel Carne was appointed Sword-
bearer to the Right Worthipful Grand-Mafter
in the Room of Brother Slaughter. On the
3oth of April, 3747, the annual Affembly
‘and Feaft wis held at Drapers-Hall, at which .
were prefent Grand-Mafter Cranfloun,  with his
Officers,” the Grand-Mafter ele®, George Payne,
Efg; and Lord 77ard, former Grand-Mafte~,
Martin Clare, M. A. and F. R. S. and Sir Rebert
Lawley, Baronet, Martin O’ Connor, Benjamin Gaf-
coyne and Samuel Berington, Efqrs. former Grand-
Officers, Fobn Feffe, Efq; Treafurer, with theic
Excellencies Monfieur Andrie, Minifter from the
King of Pruffia, Baron Hoyffman, Minifter from
the King of Poland, Baron Reydefel, and a great
Number of eminent Brethren: The Whole wag
concluded with great Harmony, as of old among

G3 Mafons.
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Mafons. The Laws relating to the Committee of
Charity were by his Lordthip’s Orders infpe&ed,
printed and diftributed to all the Lodges, for Rea-
fons not neceffary here to enumerate, A very
handfome Contribution to the general Charity was
fent from the Lodge at Gibraltar. During five
Yeacs that his Lordfhip prefided over the Fraternity,
all neceffary Means were made ufe of to preferve
their Rights and Privileges, to redrefs Grievances,
and fuccour Diftrefs, when and wherever required :
In his Lordfhip’s Abfence the Bufinefs devolved
upon Deputy-Grand-Mafter Baker and Grand-Se-
cretary Rewvis; than the former few have excelled
him in the Knowledge of the Laws and Regula-
tions of the Society, or have with more Zeal and
Induflry defended them; and ‘the latter for his’
long and faithful Services to the Fraternity in the
perfe&t and pun&ual Execution of his Office, which;
if ever to-be equalled, can mnever be excelled: "His:
T.ordthip appointed the following Provincial Grand-
v Mafters, William Allen, Efg; Recorder of Phila-
delphia, of the Province ‘of Penfylvania, Count™
-~ Danneskiold Laurwig,.of the Kingdoms of Den-
mark and Norway, Lieutenant Colonel Fames-
- ddolphus Oughton, of the Ifland of Minorca, and
M. Francis Goelet, of the Province of New Yor#, in
the Room of Richard Riggs, Efq; now in England :
And alfo granted Deputations for conflituting the
+Lodge of Orange at Rotterdam, and St. Martin’s
. Lodge at Copenbagen, in Denmark. '

Grand-
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Grand-Matter.

‘Joun ProBy, Lord CARYSFORT.

Deputy-Grand-Matfter.

TroMAs ManNINGHAM, Dotor of Phyfick.

Grand-Wardens.

The Hon, Ja. CArmicnars and Sir Ricw, WroTT2SLEY, BtW

THE annual Affembly and Feaft was held on the
20th of March, 1752, at Drapers-Hall, at which
were prefent the Right Worfhipful Grand-Mafter
Byron, with his Deputy, the Grand-Mafter eleét,
George Payne, Efq; the Earl Loudounand Lord Ward,
former Grand-Maflers, Sir Robert Lawley, Baronet,
Dr, Hidy, Martin Q’Connar, Fobn-FHervey Thurfby,
and Robert Foy, Efqrs. former Grand Officers, Folm
Feffe, Efq; Treafurer, with above three Hundred
-other eminent and learned Brethren ; mpch Har-
mony, the old Cement of the Fraternity, abound-
ing throughout the whole large Affembly, and all
exprefling the greateft Joy at the happy Occafion
of their meeting, after a longer Recefs than had
been ufual, occafioned chiefly by the Attention of
all Perfons, and efpecially the Mafons, being fixed
on the Re-eftablithment of the publick Peace,-
which ever brought Bleffings in ' Abundance, and
all defirable Honour and Efteem with the Good
and Great, to the ancient and peaceable Frater-

G ¢ nity.
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- nity. However high the Hopes of all that wifhed

well to the Caife might be, their moft fanguine
Withes were foon out-done by the Induftry, Vigi-
lance and unwearied Labours of their Grand-
Matfter; for his Lordfhip had no fooner entered
upon the Exercife of his high Office, than the In.
fluence of his Application to the real Interefts of
the Craft became vifible to all, and their publick
Fund in a very fhort Time greatly increafed. On
the 18th of Fune, 1752, his Lordfhip called 2 Com-

_munication, and laid before them an Eftimate of

their Stock, a Contribution of eight Pounds from

-, the Ifland of Mmorca, with a Copy of their Bye-

Laws, together with what Letters and Me-

. morials had been fent to bis Lordfhip, fetting

forth. the State and Condition of the Mafons,
throughout the World ; and then by his Au-
thonity ‘approved the Law made for granting a
certain Sum towards defraying the Expenccs of the
Grand-Secretary and his Afiiftant in each Com-
amunication 3 and concluded with a bold and fpi-
rited Exhortation, that the Laws and Regulations
might be pun&ually and faithfully executed ; and
recommended to the Officers prefent, without any
Exceptions, that good Decorum, peaceable and
prudent Behaviour be inculcated by them, and
ftritly obferved in their Lodges, that the Crafc
may not fuffer by the Negligence, Imprudence or’
‘Want of Skill in thofe who ought continually to
watch for its Welfare ; and that he was ready,
whenever called upon, to go in Perfon, and fee

that
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that thefe his Injun&ions were every where, exe- ~
cated according to the Letter: All which was
received by the Brethren with univerfal Applaufe
and Approbation, During his Lordfhip’s Recefs,
Deputy-Grand-Mafter ManNNINGHAM vifited
the Lodges in the remoteft Parts of the Fcwn, or
wherever his Prefence was thought neceflary, re- -
drefling what was amifs in the Execution of the -
Laws, and giving them the moft prudent Advice
for their future Obfervance and lafting Advantage ;
and the Whole of his Proceedings was conduéted
with fuch Candour and Affability, as muft endear
that diligent and a&ive Officer to all the Brethren,
His Lordihip was no fooner returned to Town,
than he called a fecond Communication ; at which
were prefent, befides the adting Grand Officers,
Dr. Hudy and Futherley Baker, Efg; former De-
puty-Grand-Mafters, /Villiam Pye, Efq; Fobn
Feffe; Efq;- Treafurer, and the moft numerous
Communication that had been for many Years;
the Contributions to the general Charity amounted

“.to, feventy Pounds and upwards. It was then
moved, that, in order to render the Mafons Cha-

- sity as extenfive as poffible, all foreign Brethren,
of what Nation or Profeflion foever they might
be, fhould, after proper Examination, be relieved
~with a certain Sym immediately ; which was una-

¢ nimoufly approved. The great Services of his
Lordfhip, prompted the whole Fraternity, to in-
treat his prefiding over them for another Year;
which his Lordfhip was pleafed to comply with,

Gs to



130 TieHisToRrRY of
to the great Joy of all that wifhed the Advance-
ment and Glory of the Craft.

His Lordfhip held the Aflembly and Feaft at
Leather-fellers- Hall the 3d of April, 1753, at which
were prefent George Payne, Efq; and Lord Ward,
former Grand-Mafters ; William Vaughan, Efq;
Dr. Hody, Fotherley Baker, Martin O’ Connor, Efqrs,
former Grand-Officers, and Fobn Feffe, Efq; Trea-
furer, with a numerous Body of Brethren; when
all Cuftoms and Solemnities were obferved accord-
ing to the ancient and venerable Ufage of Mafons.

His Lordfhip appointed, for the Service of the
current Year,

Grand-Wardens.

Sir Rp. WroTT2sLY, Bt. and Fra. Braxz Dzravar, Efg;

TuEe Grand-Mafter having retired to his Coun-
try-Seat for the Summer, the Deputy-Grand-Matfter
called 2 Communication on the 14th of Fune, 1753,
in which, among other important Bufinefs, M#
George Clarke was chofen Treafurer, in the Room of
FobnFeffe, Efq; deceafed. His Lordthip alfo appoint-
ed Provincial Grand-Mafters as follows, #illiam
Pye, Efq; for the County of Cornwall, Fames Mon-
trifor, Efqs -of Gibraltar, his Excellency Fobn Tin-
kery, Efq; Governor of the Bahama Ilands, Pro- ..
vincial Grand-Mafter of the fame, Sir Robert de
Cornwally, Baronet, Provincial of the Counties of
Worceflery, Gloucefler, Salop, Monmouth and Here-—~

Jord;
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Jord; and George Harrifon, Efg; for the Province
of New-York, in the Room of Mr, Goelet, who
defired to refign, .
. TurougHouT this golden ZEra of the Fra-
ternity, the Royal Art has been carefully and dili-
gently propagated, the nobleft Evidences of true
old ArchiteGure every where abounding, and
erhaps never appeared to greater Advantage
%nce the Auguffan Age; as thele Nations in
their high Tafte for Building and Culture of
the Sciences, far exceed the reft of Europe :
that the abfolute and compleat Reftoration of
every Thing ancient, noble, great and elegant
-in Architeéture has been by Fate referved to
be compleated in thefe happy Iflands : And that
whilft any of thofe goodly Structures continue to-
refift the Ruins of Time, the Fame and Glory of
the moft ancient Fraternity in the World will be-
honoured and efteemed, by all that love true Know--
ledge ; and joining the operative and moral Archi-
te& together with the conftant Pra&ice of the
moft extenfive Humanity, Benevolence and Cha-
rity ; feem to promifea Continuation till the final:
Confummation of all Things.
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A fbort deccount of the Rife and Efia-
blifbment of the general Fund of Cha-
rity for the Relief of difireffed Mafons,

Y the original Order and Conftitution of Na-
ture, Men are fo made and framed that they
of Neceflity want one another’s Affiftance for their
mutual Support and Prefervation in the World :
Being fitted by an implanted Difpofition to live in
Societies, and eftablith themfelves into diftiné& Bo-
dies for the more effe®ual promulging and propa-
gating a Communication of Arts, Labour and InT _
duftry, of which Charity and mutual Friendthip
is the common Bond : It is in this Refpe& only that
all the human Race ftand upon a Level, having all
the fame Wants and Defires, and are all in the
fame Need of each others Affiftance, as by this
common Cement every one is bound to look upon
himfelf as 2 Member of this univerfal Commumty 5
and efpecially the Rich and Great; for the-truly
noble Difpofition never fhines fo bright as when
engaged in the noble Purpofes of fucial Love,
Charity and Benevolence. Influenced by thefe
great and good Principles, Charles, Duke of Rich-
mind, Lenox, and Aubigny, being Grand-Mafter,
Martin Folkes, Efq; Deputy-Grand-Mafter, George.
Payne and Francis Sorell, Efqrs. Grand-Wardens,
the Officers of forty-five Lodges being prefent,

Francis
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Francis Scott, Earl of Dalkeith, the laft Grand-
Mafter propofed in Purfuance of Regulation the
XIMth. that in order to promote and extend the
old charitable Difpofition of Mafons, that a com-
mon Stock be formed, and the Money thence a-
rifing be put into the Hands of a Treafurer, a
Brother of known Worth and Integrity, at every
Communication, for the Help and Relief of dif-
trefled Brethren throughout the World. This
Motion was readily agreed to, and his Grace com-
manded all that were prefeat to come prepared the
next Communication, to put the finithing Hand
to this defirable and excellent Work ; which being
accordingly done and great Progrefs made therein,
Grand-Mafter Richmond named a Committee for
confidering of the moft effetual Means to bring
about this grand Defign. The Committee foon
after met and chofe #illiam Cowper, Efq; Clerk of
the Parliament, for their Chairman, who, after
maturely weighing as well the Defign as the End
of their Charge, attended the Communication
with their Report, which the Grand-Mafter or-
dered to be read and recorded, and Copies of the
Report were fent to all the Lodges, as follows:

HE Committee, to whom it was referred to
confider of proper Methods to regulate the
general Charity, after feveral Meetings for that
Purpofe, came to the following Refolutiens, which
they
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they fubmit to the Judgment of the Grand Lodge;
* as conducive to the End propofed by the Re-
ference.

- I. THAT itis the Opmnon of the Committee,
that the Contributions from the feveral Lodges be

paid quarterly and voluntarily.
~IL TwraT no Brother be reccommended by any
Lodge, asan Obje&t of this Charity, but who wasa
Member of fome regular Lodge, which fhall con-
tribute to the fame Charity on or before the 21ff
Day ‘of November, 1724, when the general Cha-
rity was firft propofed in the Grand Lodge.

1II. THAT no Brother, who has been admitted
a Member of any fuch Lodge fince that Time, or
fhall hereafter be fo admitted, be recommended
till three Years after fuch Admiffion: And asto
the Methods or Rules to be obferved by the Grand
Lodge in relieving fuch Brethren who fhall be
qualified as aforefaid, whom they fhall think ﬁt,
upon Applxcatlon to themfelves, to relieve, wiz.
Thofe concerning the Circumftances of the Pere
fons to be relieved, the Sums to be paid, the Times
-or Terms of Payment, the Continuance, fufpend-
ing or taking off fuch Allowance, with the Rea-
fons thereof, whether arifing from the Circum-
flances of the affifted Brother being bettered, or
from his Behaviour in any Refpe&t rendering him,
unfit to have it continued, and in general all other
Circumftances attending the regular and ordinary
Diftribution of the Charity, where the Grand:

Lodge
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Lodge think fit to put any one upon it, the Com-
mittee are of Opinion they are moft decently and
fecurely left to the Wifdom, Care and Difcretion
of the Grand Lodge, todo therein from Time to-
Time as Cafes fhall happen, in a Manner moft:
agreeable to the Exigencies of them; which as the-
Committee cannot forefee with any Certainty, fo.
they are unable to lay down any fixed Propofals
concerning them ; but as it may fall out that a.
Brother, who is in all Refpe&ts qualified for Re-
lief, and in Need of it, may by the Preflure of
his Circumftances be forced to apply, perhaps, a
good While before a quarterly Communication
may be had, or the Grand Lodge aflembled, for a
prefent Relief or Subfliftance, till he can make his
Cafe known to the grand Lodge for their further
Favour: The Committee took that Cafe into their
particular Confideration; and as to that, are hum-
bly of ‘Opinion,

IV. THAT three Pounds, and no more, may
be given to any particular diftrefled Brother, who
fhall be recommended by any Lodge as an Objeét
of this Charity, without the Confent of the Grand
Lodge.

V. THAT the abovefaid cafuval Charity, of
three Pounds or under, be difpofed of as there fhall
be Occafion, by a ftanding Committee of Five,
to confift of the Grand Mafter, Deputy, and
fenior Grand-Warden for the Time being, and
two other Mcembers of the Grand Lodge, to be

Ramed
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named by the Grand-Mafter, of which Committee
three always to be a Quorum. And it being abfo-
lutely ncceffary that, for colle€ting and difburfing
the Sums which fhall be given for fo charitable a
"Purpofe, there fhould be a Receiver or Treafurer
publickly entruffed and known, the Commxttee
were further of Opinion,

VI. TuaT there be a Treafurer to be riomi-
nated by the Grand-Mafter, and approved by the
Grand Lodge : And,

VII. THAT after the firft Nomination, all fu-
ture Treafurcrs be nominated upon every Eleétion
‘of a Grand-Mafter, by the new ele¢ted Grand-
Mafter, and approved as before,

VIII. TaaT all Recommendations of any
Brother, as an Obje& of the cafual Charity of
three Pounds or under, be made to the faid Trea-
furer, who is to give Notice of the Application
forthwith to the Committee of Five for their Di-
- re€tions in the Matter,

THEe Committee then proceedcd to conﬁder of
~a Propofal made to them, wiz. That the Treafurer
fhould from Time to Time give fome collateral
Security for the due Performance of his Truft,
which they found or judged to be a Matter of
fome Nicety in many Refpeéts, as well in Regard
that it is probable none will ever be named to that
Employment of Troubleand no Profit, but fomeBro-
ther of Diftinétion and Suficiency, and who there-

.fore rather does than receives a Favour in it; as that
: for
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for the fame Reafon fuch Brother would not care
to afk any others, efpecially not of the Craft, to
be ‘collateral Security for him; nor would any
other, in all kaelxhood in a voluntary Undertak-
‘ing of this Nature, which induced the Committee
- to think that: the requiring any fuch Kind of Se-.
curity would render it at leaft very difficult, if not
impradticable, to get any Treafurer at all, more
efpecially fuch a one in Refpeét of Rank and ERi-
mation, as the Committee believes every Brother
would be glad always to fee in that Truft ; and
whofe a&ing in it would really prove highly for
‘the Credit and Service of the Defign itfelf; for
which, and many other Reafons of the fame Ten-
dency, the Committee concluded againt requiring
of the Treafurer any fuch col Hateral S curity, or
that he fhould find any other Perfons to be bound
with, or for him; yet however unneceffary they
think it may, and hope it always will be, to re«
quire even any Security whatfoever from one whofe
" Rank, Fortune, Probity,and Honour, mightbealone
{ufficient in the Cafe, and acting efpecially in a Mat.
ter of publick Charity to Mafons, himfelf a Mafon,
and under the high and folemn Tye and Obligation
of that great Chara&er : The Committee notwith-
ftanding conceived, that no Brother, who may be
nominated for that Purpofe, would probably de-
cline giving the grand Lodge the Satisfaction, if
they require it, of his own fingle perfonal Se-
curity 3 and therefore fubmit it as their humble
QOpinion,
IX. TuaT



1383 TheHisvorrd

IX. TrAT the Treafurer do give his perfonai
Security, by his own Bond, to the Grand-Mafter,
Deputy-Grand-Mafter, and fenior Grand-Warden,
and the two Brothers of the aforefaid Committee
of Five, not Officets, in the Penalty and with Con~
dition to be approved by the Grand-Lodge here-
after, if they think fit to require it.

AND as concerning the Treafurer’s Accounts,
the Committee were further of Opinion,

X. TuAT the Treafurer do produce his Ac-
counts of his Receipts and Difburfements (either
by Order of the Grand Lodge, or Committee of
Five) fair, and lay them before the Grand Lodge
at every quarterly Communication, with the
Vouchers for the Difburfements ; the Items of the
Accounts to be then publickly read over, and if
any Difpute or Difficulty fball arife upon any of
them, the Matter to be referred. to fuch five Bre~
thren prefent, as the Perfon then prefiding fhall.
nominate, and the Grand Lodge appfove, to exa-
- mine into the Grounds of the fame againft the
next quarterly Communication, when they are to .
report their Proceedings in the Cafe, with the State
of it for the final Judgment and Direétion of the
Grand Lodge: And,

XI. ToaT the Treafurer’s Accounts be al-
lowed from Time to Time by the Grand-Mafter’s .
figning them, as allowed in the Grand Lodge, and:
any feven Mafters of Lodges prefent attefting fuch.
figning in their Prefence, and two Copies of fuch

\ Accounts,.
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Accounts, figned by the Treafurer, to be forth-
with delivered by him to the two Brethren of the
Committee of Fiye, not Officers, each one to be
kept by them refpeively ; and the Secretary ta
enter the Account fo figned and allowed in the
Grand-Mafter’s Book. And, : ’
THE Committee forefeeing, that fuch a Perfon
as it may be thought proper to nominate from
Time to Time to the Office of Treafurer upon
this Oécaffon, might from many Caufes not.al-
ways be able to attend the perfonal Difcharge of
it: And judging it reafonable that if he requires
or wants the Affitance of another, fuch Affiftant
fhould have a fuitable Reward, which, as the Trea-
furer himfelf makes no Profit, cannot be expeéted
he fhould be at the Charge of : Therefore they do
further fubmit it as their Opinion,
- XII THarT if the Treafurer, when appointed,
fhall find it neceflary to employ under him an
Afliftant or Clerk, he may be at Liberty fo to do ;
fuch ‘Clerk or Affiftant to be a Brother, and to have
fuch Allowance from Time to Time, by Way of
Poundage, as the aforefaid Committee of Five fhall
think fit, out of the Monies paffing through the
Treafurer’s Hands, not exceeding twelve Pence in
the Pound, without the particular Allowance:
and Dire@ion of the Grand Lodge ; and this
to be charged and allowed in the Treafurer’s
Accounts,

XIIL. Tue



140 fZZers*ro':;.vg"

XIII. Tue Committee think it neceflary that
every T'reafurer, upon his Appointment, be defired
to give the earlieft general Notice he can, where
- he may be applied to from Time to Time, for the
Purpofes of this Charity, as Need fhall require ; all
which théy fubmit to your  Judgment and Direc-
tion, ’

ALexaNDER HARDINE.

DarxeiTs. Dan. HouGHTON.
PaisLey. G. TaYLOR.

Tro. EDWARDS. W, RICHARDSON.
Wwm. PeTTY, J. T. DEsaGurLIERS,

Frowm this Report the fucceeding fhort Abftraét
-of the Laws relating to the Diftribution of the
‘Mafons Charity have been formed from Time to
Time, asthe Exigence of their Affaiss required.

The L aws relating to the GENERAL
CH ARITY, and the Difpofal there-

of |
Ricumonp, G. M.

. 1724, Nov, 21,

H A T for promoting the charitable Difpofi-

T tion of Free-Mafons, and rendering it more

extenfively beneficial to the Society, a Colletion

be made in each Lodge, and paid into the Hands

of a Treafurer, towards raifing a Fund for the
Relief
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Relief of fuch diftreffed Brethren as fhall be re-
commended by fome Lodge contributing to the

fame, :
Paistey, G. M.
) 1725, Feb, 28,

TuaT the Contributions of the feveral Lodges
towards raifing the above Fund be voluntary, and
paid quarterly.

THAT no Brother fhall partake of the faid
Charity until he fhall have been five: Years a
Member of fome regular Lodge contributing to
the fame.

Kingston, G. M.

: ’ 1729, Dec. 27,

Ordered, TrAT, for the future, every Lodge

of Mafons that thall be conftituted by the Grand-

Mafter, or by his Authority, fhall pay two Guineas
towards the Charity.

Norrorx, G. M.
: 1730, Dec. 15,

THAT all Complaints, Informations, and Pe-
titipns, to the Grand Lodge, fhall for the future
bé referred to the Committee of Charity 5 who
are to examine the fame, and report their Opinion
thereon to the next quarterly Communication.

THAaT no Petition fhall be read, if the Petiti-
oner don’t attend the Committee in Perfon, ex-
cept in Cafe of Sicknefs, Lamenefs, or Imprifon-
ment. . .

LovEs,
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LoveLr, G. M. ;
‘ ' 19731, Mey.34,
TuaT the Committee fhall Bye Power to dif-
pofe of any Sum not exceeding five Pounds, to-
wards the Relief of any diftrefled Brother, as they
fhall think proper.
‘ . 173, Fuwe 13
THAT no Brother that has been once affifted
fhall petition a fecond Time for Charity, without
fome new Allegation well attefted. '

~ STRATHMORE, G. M.
: 1733, Dec. 130

THAT the prefent, and all former and’ future -
Grand-Officers, together with the Mafters.of fuch
regular Lodges, as fhall have contributed to the
general Charity within twelve Months next pre-
ceding the Meeting of any Committee of Charity,
fhall be Members of every fuch Committee : And
that all Queftions, and other Tranfalions therein,
fhall be determined by the Majority prefent.

THAT if the Cafe of a diftrefled Brother, on
his Petition, appears to require more than five
Pounds, the Committee {hall refer the fame to the
next quarterly Communication.

Cravrurp, G. M. .
1734, Feb. 24.
THAT no Relief fhall be granted on any Peti-
tion for Charity, unlefs fome Brother who has
S 5 figned
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figned the fame fhall be prefent to atteﬂ: the Truth
thereof, or at. leaft, that the Subfcnpnona thereto

are genuine,
* 1735, Mareh 3t

. THAT no Petfon made a Mafon in a private
“and clandeftine Manner, upon fmall and unworthy
Confiderations, fhall a& as a Grand-Officer, or

even asan Officer of a private Lodge, or fhall -

partake of the general Charity.

THAT no Relief fhall be granted, on any Peu,—
tion for Charity, unlefs the Name of the Petiti-
oner is exprefsly mentioned therein, and the Ofi-
cers, and the Majority of the other Members of
fome regular Lodge contributing to the general
Charity do fubfcribe the fame, and certify, that

-

they have known the Petitioner to have beeninre-

putable, or at leaft tolerable Circumftances.

WeymoutH, G. M,
1736, April 6.
THAT no Petition for Charity fhall be pre-.
fented to any Committee that hath not been left
with the Grand-Secretary ten Days at leaft before
the Mecting thereof,

CaerNARVON, G, M.
1738,
Ordered, THAT every Lodge fhall pay two
8hillings and fix Peace for a Removal; and one
Shilling for changing the Time of meeting,

RayMoOND,
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Raymono, G. M.
1739 Martba.o.

THAT 2 Brother’s bemg intitled to, and receiv-
ing Relief out of the Charity of a particular
.Lodge, in purfuance of the Laws thereof, fhall be
‘no Obje&tion to his being relieved out of . the
general Charity, in cafe fuch lodge fhall contri-
bute to the faid general Charity, according to the
-Laws of the Society.

MorToON, G. M, .
1741, Dec. 30
THAT before the Brethren proceed to Bufinefs
in any Committee of Charity, all the Laws relat-
ing to the Difpofal of the general Charity of this
Society be firft read ; and that, for the future, no
Petition fhall be received, unlefs every Brother
thall, at the Time of his figning the fame, be a
Member of fome regular Lodge, and the Name of
fuch his Lodge be always fpecified.

CarysrForT, G. M.
1752, Fune 18,

Ordered, TuAT the Sum of three Guineas be
paid to the Grand-Secretary at every Communica-
tion and annual Aflembly for his own incidental
Charges, and that of an Afliftant Sccretary, out of
the publick Fund.

Ordered, THAT any foreign Brother, after due
Examination, fhall be relieved by this Committee,
‘with any Sum not exceeding five Pounds, any Law
to the contrary notwithftanding.

THE.



T HE

CHARGES

OF A

FREE-MASON,

‘At the making of New BRETHREN,
or when the MASTER fhall
order it.

The GEnERAL HEADs, viz.

L. F God and Religion. ,
1L OF the Civil Magifirate, fupreme and fub-
ordinate.

1I1. OF Ledges. .
1V. OF Maflers, Wardens, Fellows, and Apprentices,

V. OF the Management of the Craft in workirg,
V1. OF Behaviour, viz.

H 1. I
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1. In the Lodge while conflituted.
2. AFTER the Lodge is over and the Brethren
nat gone,

3. WHEN Brethren meet without Strangers,
but not in a Lodge.

4. In Prefence of Strangers not Mafons.

5. AT Home, and in the Neighbourbood.

6. TowaRrDs a_ffrange Brother.

L Concerning God and Religion.

A Mason is obliged, by his Tenure, to obey
the Moral Law ; and if he rightly underftands
the Art, he will never be a ftupid Arheif?, nor
an irreligious Libertize. But though in ancient
Times Mafons were charged in every Country to
be of the Religion of that Country or Nation,
whatever it was, yet it is now thought more ex-
pedient only to oblige them to that Religion in
which all Men agree, leaving their particular Opi- -
nions ‘to themfelves ; that is, to be good Men
and true, or Men of Honour and Honefty, by
whatever Denominations or Perfuafions they may
be diftinguifhed; whereby MAsoNRY becomes.
the Centre of Union, and the Means of conci-
liating true Friendfhip among Perfons that muft
have remained at a perpetual Dikance.

11. OF the Civil Magiftrate, fbreme and fubordinate.

A Mason is a-peaceable Subjeét to the Civil
Power:, wherever he refides or works, and is ne-
ver
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ver to be concerned in Plots and Confpiracies a-
gainft the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, nor
to behave himfelf undutifully to inferior Magij-
ftrates; for as Mafonry hath been always injured
by War, Bloodthed, and Confufion, fo ancient
Kings and Princes have been much difpofed to
encourage the Craftfmen, becaufe of their Peace-
ablenefs and Loyalty, whereby they pradtically
anfwered the Cavils of their Adverfaries, and pro-
moted the Honour of the Fraternity, who ever
flourifh’d in Times of Peace. So that if a Brae
ther fhould be a Rebel againft the State, he is
not to be countenanced in his Rebellion, how-
ever he ‘may be pitied as an unhappy Man ; and,
if convi€ted of mo other Crime, though the loyal
Brotherhood muft and ought to difown his Re-
bellion, and give no Umbrage or Ground of po-
litical Jealoufy to the Government for the Time
~being ; they cannot expel him from the Lodge,
7 and his Relation to it remains indefeafible. .

1L Of Lodges.

, A LopGE is a Place where 4afons aflemble and
work : Hence that Affembly, or duly organized
Society of Mafons, is called a Lodge, and every
Brother ought to belong to one, and to be fub-
je& to its By-Laws and the General Regulations,
It is either particular or general, and will be beft

underftood by attending it, and by the ‘Regula- .

tions of the General or Grand Lidge hereunto ane
ncxed.  In ancient Times, no Mafler or Feliow
H 2 could



138 The Hi1sToORY of

could be abfent from it, cfpecia]ly when warned
to appear at it, without incurring a fevere Cen-
fure, until it appeared to the Ma/ier and IVardm!,
that pure Neceffity hindered him,

THE Perfons admitted Members of a ZLodye
muft be good and true Men, free-born, of ma-
ture and difcreet Age, no Bondmen, no Women,
no immoral or fcandalous Men, but of good Re-
port,

_IV.Of Mafters, Wardens, Fellows, and Apprentices.

ALL Preferment among Mafom is grounded up-
on real Worth and perfonal Merit only ; that fo
the Lords may be well ferved, the Brethren not
put to Shame, nor the Royal Craft defpifed :
Therefore no Mafter or Warden is chofen by Se-
niority, but for his Merit. It is impoffible to
defcribe thefe Thirigs in Writing, and every Bro-
ther muft attend in his Place, and learn them in
a Way peculiar to this Fraternity : Only Candi-
dates may know, that no Mafter fhould take an
Apprentice, unlefs he has fufficient Employment
for him, and unlefs he be a perfe& Youth, ha-
ving no Maim or Defet in his Body, that may
render him uncapable of learning the 4rt, of fer-
ving his Mafter’s Lord, and of being made a Bro-
ther and then a Fellow-Craft in due Time, even
after he bas ferved fuch a Term of Years as the
Cuftom of the Country dire&ts; and that he
fhould be defcended . of honeft Parents; that fo,

when
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when otherwnfe qualified, he may arrive to the
Honour of being the Farden, then AMafier of
the Lsdge, the Grand-FWarden, and, at length the
Grand-Mafter of all the Lodges, according to his
" Merit.

No Brother can be a Warden until he has pafled
the Part of Fellow-Craft ; nor a Mafter until ke
has a&ted as a Warden, nor Grand-Warden un-
til he has been Mafter of a Lodge, nor Grand-
Mafter unlefs he has been a Fellow-Craft before
his Ele&ion, who is alfo to be ncbly bern, or a
Gentleman of the beft Fafhion, or fomc eminent
Scholar, or fome curious Architect, or other Ar-
tift, defcended of honeft Parents, and who is of
fingular great Merit in the Opinion of the Lsdges.
And for the better, and eafier, and more ho-
nourable Difcharge of his Office, the Grand-
Mafter has a Power to chufe his own Deputy-
Grand-Mafler, who muft be then, or muft have
been formerly, the Mafter of a particular Lodge,
and has the Privilege of aéting whatever the
Grand-Mafter, his Principal, fhould a&, unlefs
the faid Principal be prefent, or interpofe his
Authority by a particular Command, ’
" Tuese Rulers and Governors, fupreme and
fubordinate, of the ancient Lsdge, are to be o-
beyed in their refpeQive Stations by all the Bre-
“thren, according to the o/ Charges and Regula-
tion3, with all Humlhty, Reverence, Love, and
Alacrity.

H 3 - oVLer
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V. Of the Mandgement of the Craft in werking.

Arr Mafons fhall work honeftly on working
Days, that they may live creditably on Holy Days ;
and the Time appointed by the Law of the Land,
or confirmed by Cuftom, fhall be obferved.

THE moft expert of the Fellow-Craftfmen fhall
‘he chofen or appointed the Mafter, or Over-
feer of the Lord’s Work ; who is to be called
Mafter by thofe that work under him. The
Craftfmen are to avoid all ill Language, and to
call each other by no difobliging Name, but Bro-
ther or Fellow ; and to behave themfelves cour-
teoufly within and without the Lodge.

ThEg Mafter, knowing himfelf to be able of
Cunning, fhall undertake the Lord’s Work as
reafonably as poflible, and truly difpend bis
Goods as if they were his own ; nor to give more
Wages to any Brother or Apprentice than ‘he
really may deferve.

BotH the Mafter and the Mafons receiving their
Wages juftly, fhall be faithful to the Lord, and
hcneftly finith their Work, whether Tafk or
Journey ; nor put the Work to Tafk that hath
been accuftomed to Journey.

None fhall difcover Envy at the Profperity of
a Brother, nor fupplant him, or put him out of
his Work, if he be capable to finifh the fame ;
for no Man can finifh another’s Work fo much

to the Lord’s Profit, unlefs he be thoroughly ac-
quainted
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‘quainted with the Defigns and Draughts of him
that began it,

Wren a Fellow-Craftfinan is chofen Warden
‘of the Work under the Mafter, he fhall be true
both to Maftér and Fellows, fhall carefully over-
fee the Work in the Mafter’s Abfence to the Lord’s
Profit ; and his Bréthren fhall obey him,

ArLL Mafms employed, fhall meekly receive
their Wages without Murmuring or Muitiny,
and not to defert the Mafler till the Work is
finithed,

A YoUNGER Brother fhall be inftrii€ted in
working, to prevent fpoiling the Materials for
want of Judgment, and for encreafing and con-
tinuing of brotherly Love.

ALy the Tools ufed in working fhall bt ap-
proved by the Grand-Lodge. :

No Labourer fhall be employed in the proper
Work of Mafonry ; nor fhall FrRee-Masons
work with thofe that are mot free, without an
urgent Neceffity ; nor fhall they teach Labourers
and wunaccepted Malons, as they fhould teach a
Brother or Fellow.

V1. Of Behaviour, viz.
1. In the Lodge while conflituted.

" You are not to hold private Committees, or
feparate Converfation, without Leave from the
Mafter, nor to talk of any Thing impertinent or

H a4 unfeemly
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unfeemly, nor interrupt the Mafter or Wardens,
or any Brother fpeaking to the Mafter : Nor
behave yourfelf ludicroufly or jeftingly while the
-Lodge is engaged in what is ferious and folemn 3
nor ufe any unbecoming Language upon any Pre-
tence whatfoever ; but to pay due Reverence to
your Mafter, Wardens, and Fellows, and put
them to Worthip.

IF any Complaint be brought, the Brother
found guilty fhall ftand to the Award and Deter-
‘mination of the Lodge, who are the proper and
competent Judges of all fuch Controverfies, (un-
lefs you carry it by Appeal to the Grand-Lodgs)
and to whom they ought to be referred, unlefs a
Lord’s Work be hindered the mean While, in
which Cafe a particular Reference may be made ;
but you muft never go to Law about what con-
cerneth Mafonry, without an abfolute Neceflity
apparent to the Lodge.

"2, Behaviour after the Lodge is over and the Bre-
thren not gore.

You may enjoy yourfelves with innocent Mirth,
treating one another according to Ability, but a-
voiding all Excefs, or forcing any Brother to eat
or drink beyond his Iiclination, or hindering
" him from going when his Occafions call him, or
doing or faying and Thing offenfive, or that may
forbid an eafy and free Converfation ; for thwt
would blaft our Harmony, and defeat our lauda-

ble
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-ble Purpofes.  Therefore no private Piques or
Quarre)s muft be brought within the Door of the
"Lodge, far lefs any Quarrels about Religion, ox
"Nations, or.Stats-Policy, we being only, as Ma-
Jons, of the Catholick Religion above-mentioned ;
we ‘are alfo of all Nations, Tongues, Kindreds,
and Languages, and are refolved againft all Poli-
ticks, as what never yet conduced ‘to the Welfare
of the Lodge, 'nor ever will. This Charge has
been always ftrily enjoyned and obferved ; but
efpecially ever fince the Reformation in Britain,
or the Diffent and Seceffion of thefe Nations from
the Communion of Rome,

3. Behaviour when Brethren meet without Stran-
gers, but nat in a Lodge formed.

You are to falute one another in a courteous
Manner, as you will be inftruéted, calling each
other Brother, freely giving mutual Inftru&ions
as fhall be thought expedient, without being o-
verfeen or overheard, and without encroaching
upon each other, or derogating from that Re-
fped which is due to any Brother, -were he not
a Mafon ; for though all Mafons are as Brethren
;pon the fame Level, yet Mafonry takes no Honour
from a Man that he had before ; nay, rather it
adds to his Honour, efpecially if he has deferved,
well of the Brotherhood, who muft give Honour
to whom it is due, and avoid ill Manners.

Hgs 4« Behaviour
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4. Behaviour in Prefence of Strangers nst Mafons,

You fhall be cautious in your Words and Car-
riage, that the moft penetrating Stranger fhall
not be able to difcover or find out what is net
proper to be intimated ; and fometimes you fhall
divert a Difcourfe, and manage it prudendy fer
she Honour of the Worfhipful Fraternity,

5. Behaviour at Home and in your Neighbourhood,

You are to a& as becomes a moral and wife
Man; particularly, not to let your Family, Friends,
and Neighbou s know the Concerns of the Lodge,
&e. but wifely to confult your owa Honour, and
that of the ancient Brotherhood, for Reafons not
to be mentioned here. You muft alfo confult your
Health, by not continuing together too late, or
too long from home, after Lodge Hours are paft §
and by avoiding of Gluttony or Drunkennefs, that
your Families be not neglefted or injured, no:
you difabled from working.

6. Behaviour towards a_firange Brother,

You are cautioufly to examine him, in fuch s
Method as Prudence fhall direft you, that yom
may not be impofed upon by an ignorant falfe
Pretender, whom you- are to reje& with Con-

tempt
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tempt and Derifion, and beware of giving him
-‘any Hints of Knowledge.

But if you difcover him to bea true and ge-
nuine Brother, you are to refpect him according-
ly ; and if he is in Want, you mutft relieve him if
woir can, or elfe dire& him how he may be relieved ¢
X ou muft-employ him fome Days, or elfe recom=
mend him to be employed. Bu€ you are not
¢harged to do ‘beyond your Ability, only te pre-

fér a poor Brother, that is a good Man and true, v

before any other poor People in the fame Circum-
flances.

Finally, ALL thefe Charges you are to obferve,
and alfo thofe that fhall be communicated to
you in ansther Way ; cultivating brotherly Love,
the Fuundation and Cape-Stone, the Cement and
Glory of this ancient Fraternity, avoiding alk
Whrangling and Quarrelling, all Slander and
- Bagkbiting, nor permitting others to flander any
hoheft Brother, but defending bis Chara&er, and
going him all good Offices, as far as is confiftent ,
with your Homour and Safety, and no farther, '
And if any of them do you Injury, you muft
-apply to your own or his Lodge ; and from thence
you may appeal to the Grand-Lodge at the Quar-
terly Communication, and from thence to the an-
mwal Grand-Ladge, as has been the ancient lauda-
ble Condut of our Fore-Fathers in every Nation
never taking 2 legal Courfe, but when the Cife:
cannot be otherwife decided, and patiently liftening
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to the honeft and friendly Advice of Mafter and

Fellows, when they would prevent your going to
Law with Strangers, or would excite you to put a
fpeedy Period to all Law-Suits, that fo you may
mind ‘the Affair of Maifenry with the more Ala~
crity and Succefs ; but with Refpe& to Brothers or
Fellows at Law, the Mafter and Brethren fhould
kindly offer their Mediation, which ought to be
thankfully fubmitted to by the contending Bre-

thren ; and if that Submiffion is impra&icable,

they muft however carry on their Procefs, or Law-
Suit, without Wrath and Rancor (not in the cora-
mon Way) faying or déing nothing which may
hinder bratherly Love, and good Offices to be re-
newed and continued ; that all may fee the denigy
Influence of Mafonry, asall true Mafons have done
from the Beginning of the #%rld, and will do to
the End of Time. ‘

Ameny fo mote it be.

FPR L A

. e - —— —
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M A NN E R

) Of CONSTITUTING a :
L OD G E,
According to the ancient Usacks
~ of MASONS.

' New Lodge, for avoiding many Irregulari-
ties, fhould be folemnly conftituted by the
Grand-Mafter, with his Deputy and Wardens ;
or in the Grand-Mafter’s Abfence, the Deputy
fhall a& for bhis Worthip, the fenior Grand-War-
den as Deputy, the junior Grand-Warden as the
fenior, and a prefent Mafter of a Lodge as the
junior ; or if the Deputy is alfo abfent, the Grand-
Mafter may depute cither of his Grand-Wardens,
who can appoint others to be Grand-Officers pro
tempore.
. Tne Lodge being opened, and the Candidates,
or the new Mafter and Wardegs, being yet among
i ' ' the
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the Fellow-Craft, the Grand-Mafter fhall afk his
Deputy, if he has examined them, and finds the
Candidate Mafter well fkilled in the noble Science and
the royal Art, and duly inftru&ted in our Myfte~
ries, &, and the Deputy anfwering in the Affir~
mative, he fhall, by the Grand-Mafter’s Order,
take the Candidate from among his Fellows, and
prefent him to the Grand-Mafter ; faying, Right
Worfbipful GRAND-MASTER, the Bretbren bere
defire to be formed into a new Lodg: ; and I prefent
this my worthy Brother to be their Mafter, whom I
know 1o be of good Morals and great Skill, true and
trufly, and a Lover of the whole Fraternity, wbzre-
Jiever aifperfed over the Face of the Earth,.
- THEN the Grand Mafter, placing the Candj-

date on his Left-Hand, having afked and obtained
the unanimous Confent of the Brethren, fhall fay,
1 conflitute and form thefe good Brethren into a new
Lodge, and appoint you the Mafter of it, not dorbt
sng of your Capacity and Care to preferve the Cement

of the LopGE, {fe. with fome other Expreflions

that are proper and ufial on that Qccalion, but
not proper to be written.

Upon this the D:puty fhall rehearfe the Chargcs
of a Mafter ; and the Grand-Maft:r thall afk the
Candidate, faying, Do ysu fubmit 10 thefe Charges,
as Mafters bave done in all Azes ? And the new
Mafler fignifying his cordial Submiffion thereunto,

TuEe Grand-Mafter fhall by certain fignificans

Ceremonies and ancient Ufages, inftal him, and

prefcnt him with ' the Book -of Condtitutions, the
Lodgc-




MASONRY. 159

Lodge-Book, and the Inftruments of his Office ;
not all together, butone after another ; and after
€ach of them the Grand-Mafter or his Deputy
fhall rehearfe the fhort and pithy Charge that is
fuitable to the Thing prefented. o

AFTER this, the Members of this new Lodge,
bowing all together to the Grand-Matfter, fhall
return his Worthip Thanks ; and (hall immedi-
ately do Homage to their new Mafter, and fignify
their Promife of Subjeion and Obedience to him
by the yfual Congratulation. »

THg Deputy and Grand-Wardens, and any
other Brethren prefent, that are not Members of
this new Lodge, fhall next congratulate the new
Mafter, and he fhall return his becoming Ac-
knowledgments to the Grand-Mafter firft, and to
the reft in their Order.

TrEN the Grand-Mafter orders the new
Matfter to enter immediately upon the Exercife
of his Office, in chufing his Wardens : And the
new Mafter calling forth two Fellow-Crafts, be-

" ing Mafter-Mafons, prefents them to the Grand.
Matter for his Approbation, ‘and to the new Lodge
for their Confent: And that being granted, the
fenior or junior Grand-Warden, or fome Brother
for him, fhall rehearfe the Charges of Wardens;
and the Candidates being folemnly afked by the
new Matfter, fhall fignify their cordial Submiffions

" thereunto.

Uron which the new Mafter prefenting them

fingly with the feveral Inftruments of their Office,
S . : thall
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s

fhall in due Form inftal them in their prope;
Places: And the Brethren of that new Lodge
fhall fignify their Obedience to the new Wardens
by the ufual Congratulation, o

TusN the Grand-Mafter gives all the Brethren
Joy of their new Mafter and Wardens, and re-
commends Harmony ; hoping their only Conten-
tion will be a laudable Emulation in cultivating
the royal Art, and the focial Virtues. Upon
which all the new Lodge bow together in return-
ing Thanks for the Honour of their Conftitution.
And the Grand-Mafter alfo orders the Secretary te
regifter this new Lodge in the Grand-Lodge- Book,
and to notify the fame to the other particular
‘Lodges : All Bufinefs being over, he orders the
Grand-W ardens to clofe the Lodge.

S iet . . THE



THE
" General REGULATIONS
| ‘O F THE | .
freg and Acceéted MASONS.

For the Ufe of the Lodges under the
Grand-Mafter of England.

L HE Grand-Mafter, or his Deputy, hath
Authority and Right, not only to be pre-
fent, but to prefide in every Lodge, with the Mafter
of the Lodge on his Left-Hand, and to order his
Grand-Wardens to attend him, who are not to
a& in particular Lodges as Wardens, but in his
Prefence, and at his Command : For the Grand-
Mafter, while in a particular Lodge, may com-
mand the Wardens of that Lodge, or any other
Mafter-Mafons, to a& there as his Wardens pro
tempore, if the Grand-Wardens are abfent,

L B

II. Tux
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i 1I. Tme Mafler of a particular Lodge has the
Right and Awuthority of congregating the Mema
bers of a Lodge into a Chapter upon any Emer~
gency or Occuorrence 5 as well €3 to appoint the
Time and Place of their ufual forming: And in
Cafe of Death, Sicknefs, or the neceffary Abfence
of the Mafler, the fenior Warden fhall forthwith
fill the Mafter’s Chair, during fuch Abfence, or till
the next Time of chufing, éven thougha former
Mafter may be prefent.

HI. THE Mafter of each particular Lodge, or
one of the Wardens, or fome other Brother by .
Appointment of the Mafter, fhall keep a Book
containing their Bye-Laws, the Names of their -
Members, and a Lift of all the Lodges in Town ;
with the ufual Times and Places of their formingz
And alfo all the Tranfa&ions of thelr own Lodge
that are proper to be written,

Ir aparticular Lodge remave to a new Place for
their ftated Meeting, the Officers fhall immedi-.
ately fignify the fame to the Secretary. The Pre-
cedency of Lodges is' grounded on the Seniority of
their Conftitution: And every new Lodge fhall
pay to the Fund of general Charity two Guineas
for their Conftitution.

1V. No Lodge fhall make more than five new
Brothers at one and the fame Time, without an
urgent Neceflity ; nor any Man under the Age of,
twenty-one Years, who muft be alfo his own
Mafter, unlefs by a Difpenfation from the Grand«
Mafter.

V. No
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.'V. No Man can be accepted 3 Member of a
particular Lodge without previous Notice one
Month before given to the Lodge ; in order to
make duc Enquiry into the Reputation and -Ca-
pacity of the Candidate, unlefs by a Difpenfation.
* VI. BuT no Man can be entered a Brother in
any particular Lodge, or admitted a Member
thereof, without the unanimous Confent of all the
Members of that Lodge then prefent when the
Candidate is propofed, and when their Confent is
formaily afked by the Mafter. They are to give
their Confent in their own prudent Way, cither
virtually, or in Form, but with Unanimity. Nor
is this inherent Privilege fubje& to a Difpenfation,
becaufe the Members of a particular Lodge ate the
beft Judges of it ; and becaufe if a turbulent
Member fhould be impofed on them, it might
fpoil their Harmony, or hinder the Freedom of
their Communication, or even break and difperfe
the Lodge, which ought to be avmded by all True
and Faithful. -

" No Vifitor, however fkilled in Mafonry, fhall
be admitted into a Lodge, unlefs he is perfonally
known to, or well vouched and recommended by
one of that Lodge prefent.

BuT it was found inconvenient to infift upon
Unanimity in feveral Cafes: And therefore the
Grand-Mafters have allowed the Lodges to admit
a Member, if not above three Ballots are againft"
him ; though fome Lodgcs defire no fuch Al-

lowance.
VII. Eviry
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VII. EvEry new Brother, at his Entry, is
decently to. clothe the Lodge, that is, all the
Brethren prefent ; and to depofite fomethmg for
the Relief of indigent and decayed Brethrcn, asthe
Candidate fhall think fit to beflow, over and above
the fmall Allowance that may be ftated in the
Bye-Laws of that particular Lodge : And alfo that
the Candidate fhall folemnly promife to fubmit to
the Conftitutions and other good Ulfages, that
fhall be intimated to him in Time and Place
convenient.

VIII. No Set or Number of Brethren {hall
withdraw or feparate themfelves from the Lodge
in which they were made, or were afterwards ad-
mitted Members, unlefs the Lodge become too
numerous ; nor even then without a Difpenfation
from the Grand-Mafter or Deputy : And when
they are thus feparated, they muft either immedi-
ately join themfelves to fuch other Lodges as they.
fhall like beft, or elfe obtain the Grand-Mafter’s
Warrant tojoin in forming.a new Lodge.

IF any Set or Number of Mafons fhall take
upon themfelves to form a Lodge, without the
Grand-Mafter’s Warrant, the regular Lodges are
not to countenance them, nor own them as fair
Brethren duly formed, nor approve of their Acts
and Deeds; but muft treat them as Rebels until
they humble themfelves, as the Grand-Maﬂe§
fhall in his Prudence dire&®, and until he approv
of them by his Warrent fignified to the other

Lodges ;
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Todges ; as the Cuftom is when a new Lodge is to

be regiftered.

Every Brother concerned in making Mafons
clandeftinely, fhall not be allowed to vifit any '
Yodge till he has made due Submiffion, even
though the Brothers fo made may be allowed.
None who form a ftated Lodge without the
Grand-Mafter’s Leave, fhall be admitted into
regular Lodges, till they make Subm:ﬂion and
obtain Grace.

Ir any Brother form a Lodge without Leave,
and fhall irregularly make new Brothers, they fhall
not be admitted into any regular Lodge, no not as
Vifitors, nll they render a good Reafon, or make
due Submiffion. ~ If any Lodge within the Bills of
Mortality fhall ceafe to meet regularly during
twelve Months, its Name and Place fhall be
erazed or blotted out of the Grand-Lodge-Book :
And if they petition to be again inferted and
owned as a regular Lodge, they muft fubmit toa -
new Conftitution,

SeeiNG that fome extraneous Brothers have
been made lately in a clandeftine Manner, that is,
in no regular Lodge, nor by any Authority or
Difpenfation from the Grand-Mafter, and upon

. fmall and unworthy Confiderations, to the Dif~
honour of the Craft ; the Grand-Lodge de-
creed, that no Perfon fo made, nor any concerned
#n making him, fhall be a Grand-Officer, nor an
Officer of a particular Lodge, nor thall any fuch

partake
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partake of the general Charity, if they fhiolil

come to want it.

IX. Bur if any Brother fo far mifbehave him-
felf as to render his Lodge uneafy, he fhall be
thrice duly admonithed by the Mafter and War-
dens in a Lodge formed : And if he will not refraifi
his Imprudence, nor obediently fubmit to the Ad-
vice of his Brethren, he fhall be dealt with ac-
cording to the Bye-Laws of that particular Lodge,
ot elfe in fuch a Manner as the quarterly Commu-
nication fhall in their great Prudence think fit,

WherEeas Difputes have arifen 2bout the Re-
moval of Lodges from one Houfe to another, and
it has been queftioned in whom that Power is
vefted ; it is hereby declared, That no Lodge
fhall be removed without the Mafter’s Knowledge ;
that no Motion be made for removing in the
Mafter’s Abfence ; and that if the Motion be
feconded or thirded, the Mafter fhall order Sum-
monfes to every individual Member, fpecifying the
Bufinefs, and appointing a Day for hearing and
determining the Affair, at leaft ten Days before :
And that the Determination fhall be made by the
Majority, provided the Mafter be one of that Ma-
jority : But if he be of the Minority againft re-’
moving, the Lodge fhall not be removed unlefs
the Majority confifts of full two Thirds of the
Members prefent. But if the MaZer fhall refufe
to direct fuch Summons, either of the Wardenf}.
may do it: And if the Mafter negl.&s to attend
on the Day fixed, the Warden may prefide in de-

termining
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acrmining the Affair in the Manner prefcribed ;
but they fhall not in the Mafter’s Abfence, enter
upon any other Caufe, but what is particularly
mentioned in the Summons : And if the Lodge is
thus regularly ordered to be removed, the Mafter
or Warden fhall fend Notice thereof to the Grand-
Secretary for publithing the fame at the next quar-
terly Communication.

X. THE Majority of every particular Lodge,
when congregated fhall have the Privilege of giv-
ing Inftru@ions to their Mafter and Wardens, be-
fore the Meeting of the Grand-Chapter or Quar-
terly-Communication ; ' becaufe the faid Officers
are their Reprefentatives, and are fuppofed to fpeak
~ the Sentiments of their Brethren at the faid Grand-
Lodge. :

XI, ALy particular Lodges are to obferve the
. fame Ufages as much as poflible ; in order to
which, and alfo for cultivating a good Under-
ftanding among Free-Mafons, fome Members of
every Lodge fhall be deputed to vifit the othes
Lodges as often as {hall be thought convenient,

XII. The Grand-Lodge confifts of, and is
formed by, the Mafters and Wardens of all the
particular Lodges upon Record, with the Grand-
Mafter at their Head, the Deputy on his Left-Hand,
and the Grand-Wardens in their proper Places :
And muft have three Quarterly Communications,
before the Grand-Feaft, in fomne convenient Place,
& the Grand-Mafter fhall appoint; where no
Brother thall be prefent, who is not at that Time

5 a
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a Member thereof, be prefent, without a Difpenfa-
tion : And while he ftays he fhall not be allowed
to vote, nor even give his Opinion, without Leave
of the Grand-Lodge, afked or given ; or unlcfs itbe
duly afked by the faid Lodge.

ArL Matters in the Grand-Lodge are to be
determined by a Majority of Votes, each Member.
having one Vote, and the Grand-Mafler two
Votes ; unlefs the Lodge leave. any particular
Thing to the Determination of the Grand-Mafter
for the Sake of Expedition.

No new Lodge is owned, nor their Officers
admitted into the Grand-Lodge, unlefs it be se-
gularly conftituted and regitered.

ALy who have been or fhall be Grand-Mafters,
Deputy-Grand-Mafters.and Grand-Wardens, fhall
‘be Members of, and vote in all Grand-Lodges.. -

IF any Officer cannot attend, he may fend a
Brother of that Lodge with his Jewel, to fupply
his Room and fupport the Honour of his Lodge. .

Upron a Motion made by the.former Grand-
Ofﬁcers, it was refolved, that the Grand-Officers,
prefent and former, each of them who fhall at-
tend the Grand-Lodge in Communication, except
on the Feaft-Day, fhall pay Half a Crown towards
the Charge of fuch Communication when he at-
tends.

XIII. At the Quatterly Communication, all
Matters that concern the Fraternity in generyl, or
particular Lodges, or fingle Brothers, are quietly,
folemnly and maturely to be difcourfed of and

tranfacted ;
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tranfa&ed : And that Bufinefs which cannotbetran{-
acted at one Communication, may be referred to
the Committee of Charity, and by them reported
to the next.

ApPRENTICES muft be admitted Fellow-Crafts
and Mafters only here, unlefs by 2 Difpenfation.

Her g, alfo, all Differences that cannot he.made
up, or accommodated privately, nor by a particular
Lodge, are to be ferioufly confidered and decided :
And if any Brother thinks himfelf aggrieved by the
Decifion of this Board, he may appeal to the Grand
Lodge next enfuing, and leave his Appeal in Wri-
ting with the Grand Mafter, the Deputy, or War-
dens : But that no Appeal fhall be heard at the an-
pual Communication, nor any Bufinefs tranf-
a&ed, that tends to interrupt the Harmony of the -
Affembly.

Tre Officers of partieular Lodges fhall bring
a Lift of fuch Members as have been made, oreven
admitted by them fince the laft Communication of
_ the Grand Lodge: And there thall be a Book kept

by tire Secretary, wherein thall be recorded all the
Lodges, with their ufual Times and Places of form-
ing; and the Names of all the Members of each
Lodge, with all the Affairs of the Grand Lodge,
that are proper to be written,

THuEvY fhall, allo, confider of the moft effc&ual
and prudent Method of colleCting and difpofing of
what Money fhall be lodged with them in Charity,
towards the Relief only of any true Brother fallen
inta Poverty and Decay, but of nong elfe. Dut

) . { every
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every particular. Lodge fhall difpofe. of their own
Charity, for poor Brethren, according to their own
Bye-Laws ; until it be agreed by all the Lodges to
carry in the Charity collected by them to the Quar-
terly Communication, in order to make a cominon
Stock. s
Taey fhall,- alfo, appoint a TREASURER, a
Brother of good worldly Subflance, who fhall be a
Member of the Grand Lodge, by Virtue of his
Office, and fhall be always prefent, and have a
Power to move to the Communication any Thing
that concerns his Office. To him fhall be com-
mitted all Money raifed for the General Charity, -
or for any other Ufe of the Grand Lodge ; which
ke fhall write down in a Book, with the refpective
Ynds and Ufes for which the feveral Sums are in-
tended, and fhall difburfe the fame by fuch Order
as the Grand Lodge fhall agree upon : But by Vir-
tue of his Office, without any other Qualification,
he thall not vote in chufing Grand Officers,

In like Manner, the SECRETARY fhall be'a
" Member of the Grand Lodge, by Virtue of his
Office, and fhall vote on all Occafions, except in
the Choice of Grand Officers. The Treafurer and
Secretary may cach have a Clerk, who muft be a
Maftet-Mafin ;3 but no Member of the Grand
T.odge, nor allowed to fpeak without being com-
manded. The Grand-Mafter, or Deputy, have
Authority always to command the Treafurer and
Secretary to attend him, with their Clerks and
Beoks, in order to fce how Matters go on, and to

5 " know
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know what is expedient to be done upon any emer-
gent Occafion. A Mafter-Mafon thall be appoint-
ed to look after the Door ; but fhall be no Mem-
ber of the Grand Lodge.

XIV. Ir at any Grand Lodge, quarterly or an-
nual the Grand-Mafter, Deputy-Grand-Mafter and
Grand-Wardens fhould all be abfent, then the pre-
fent Mafter of aLodge, that has been longeft a Free-
Mafon, fhall take the Chair, and prefide as Grand-
Matfter pro tempore, and fhall be vefted with all his
Power and Honour for the Time, provided there
is no Brother prefent that has been a Grand-Matfter, -
Deputy, or Warden formerly ; for thé laft former
Grand-Mafter, Deputy or Warden prefent takes
Place of Right, in the Abfence of the prefent
Grand Officers.

XV. In the Grand Lodge none can a& as
Wardens but the Grand-Wardens themfelves, if
prefent ; and if abfent, the laft former Grand-
Wardens {hall take Place immediately, and aé as
Grand-Wardens pro tempore, except they fhall
wave their Privilege to honour fome Brother for the
Advantage of the prefent Service. Butif no former
Grand-Wardens are prefent, the Grand-Matfter,
or be that prefides, calls forth whom he pleafes to
aé for the Time being. ‘ ‘

XVI. ArL Perfons, for the Eafe of the Grand-
Mafter, are firft to advife with the Deputy about
the Affairs of the Lodges, or of the Brethren ; and
are not to apply to the Grand-Mafter without the
Kunowiedge of the Deputy, unlefs he refufe his

I2 Con.
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Concurrence ip any certain neceflary Affair : In
which Cafe, or in Cafe of any Differcnce between
the Deputy and Wardens, or other Brethren, both
Parties zre to go by Confent to the Grand-Mafter,
who can eafily decide the Controverfy, and make
up the Difference, by Virtue of his great Authority.
THE Grand Mafter will not receive any private
Intimations of Bufinefs concerning Mafons and
Mafonry but from his Deputy, cxcept in fuch Cafes
as his Worfhip can well judge of ; for if the Ap-
plication to the Grand-Mafter be irregular, his
Worthip can order the Grand-Wardens, or any
other Brethren thus applying, to wait upon his
Deputy, who is fpeedily to prepare the Bufinefs,
and to lay it orderly before his Worfhips
. XVIL. No Grand-Mafter, Deputy,rand- War-
den, Treafurer, Secretary, or whosver a&s.for
them, or in their Stead pro tempere, can at the
fame Time be the Mafter or Warden of a parti--
cular Lodge ; but as foon as any of them has ho-
nourably difcharged his Grand Office, he returns
to that Poft or Statlon in his particular Lodge,
from which he was called to officiate. Former
Grand Officers, being the Mafter or Wardens of
particular Lodges, are not thereby deprived of.
their Privileges in the Communication to fit and
vote as Grand Officers, deputing one to a& as the
Officer of that Lodge for the Time being,
XVIIL IF the Deputy be fick or neceffarily ab-
fent, the fenior Grand-Warden a&s as Deputy, the
Junior as fenior, and the laft former Grand-War-

den
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den as junior, or the oldeft Mafon ; as by Regula-
tion XIV.

.BuT the Deputy and Wardens, that are chofen
at the annual Feaft, cannot be difcharged, unlefs
the Caufe fairly appear to the Majority of the
Grand Lodge: For if the Grand-Mafter is uneafy,
he may call a Grand-Lodge on Purpofe to lay the
' Caufe before them for their Advice and Concur=
rence : In which Cafe, if. the Majority cannot re-
concile the Grand-Mafter, with his Deputy or
Wardens, they are to allow his Worfhip to dif-
charge them, arid to chufe another Deputy imme-
diately ; and the fame Grand-Lodge, in that Cafe,
thall chufe other Wardens, that Harmony and
Peace may be preferved.

XIX. IF the Grand-Mafter fhall abufe his great
Power, and render himfelf unworthy of the Obe-
dience and Subje&tion of the Lodges; he fhall be
treated in a Way and Manner to be agreed upon by
a new Regulation: ¢¢ Becaufe hitherto, the an-
¢ tient Fraternity have had no Occafien for it,
¢¢ and, in all Probability, will not to the End of the
s« World.” ,

XX. TrHEe Grand-Mafter, with his Deputy,
Wardens, and Secretary, fhall upon neceffary Oc-

cafions go round and vifit all the Lodges during his

Matfterfhip ; or elfe fhall fend his Grand Officers
to vifit : And when the Deputy vifits them, the
fenior Warden a&s as Deputy, and the junior as
the fenior.  But if both or any of them be abfent,

I3 the

v
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the Deputy, or he that prefides for him, may ap-
point whom he pleafes in their Stead.

XXI. Ir the Grand-Mafter die during his
Mafterfhip, or by Sicknefs, or by being beyond
Sea, or any other Way fhould be rendered in-
capable of difcharging his Office, the Deputy, or,
in his Abfence, the fenior or junior Grand-War-
. den, or in Cafe of all their Abfence, any thres
prefent Mafters of Lodges fhall aflemble the
Grand Lodge immediately, in order to advife to-
gether upon that Emergency, and to fend two of
their Number to invite the laft Grand-Mafter to
refume his Office, which now of Courfe reverts to
bim : And if he refufe to a&, then the next la/?;
and fo backward.  But if no former Grand-Mafter
be found, the prefent Deputy thall a& as Principal,
or if there be no Depiity, then the prefent fenior
or junior Grand-Wardén fhall a& as Principal till
a new Grand-Matfter is chofen : And if no prefent
nor former Grand Officer be found, then the oldeft
Mafter-Mafon, who is at that Time the Mafter of
a Lodge.

XXII. ALy Brethren, who are true and faith-
ful, fhall meet annually in fome convenient Place,
or publick Hall, provided the Majority of the
Grand Lodge, about three Months before, thal
agree that there fhall be a Feaft and a General
Communication of all the Brethren.  And it was
alfo ordained, that no particular Lodge fhall have

a feparate Feaft on the Day of the General Feaft :
Though
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Though thefe are now ufually held on St. Fohn the
’ Bﬂplﬁ H D¢ 4

OF old thcAnuual Feaft was he]d onthe 24thof
June, or the 27th of Drcember 3 but of late Years
moft of the Eminent and Noble Brethren being out
of Town on thofe Days, the Grand-Mafter does
appoint the Feaft on a Day the moft convenijent to
the Fraternity.

XXIII. IF it be thought expedient to hold the an-
nual General Aflembly and Feaft, according to the
ancient and laudable Cuftom of Mafons, then the’
Grand-Wardens fhall have the Care of preparing
Tickets, fealed with the Grand-Mafter’s Seal of Of-
fice, of difpofing of the Tickets, of buying the Necef-
faries for the Feaft, of finding outa proper and con-
venient Place to feaft in, and of every other Thing
that concerns the Entertainment. But that the
W ork may not be too burthenfome to the Wardens,
and that all Matters may be expeditioufly and fately
managed, the Grand-Mafter, or his Deputy, thall
have Power .to nominate and appoint a certain
Number of Stewards, as his Worfhip fhall think
fit, to a& in Concert with the two Grand-War-
dens: And all Things relating to the Feaft fhal be
decided amongft them, by a Majority of .Voices,
except the Grand-Mafter or his Deputy interpofe
by a particular Direction or Appointment. *

IT was ordained, that at the Feaft, the Stewards
fhall open no Wine till Dinner be laid on the Ta-
bles : That after eight o’Clock at Night, the
Stewards fhall not be obliged to furnith any more

14 Wine ;
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Wine ; and that cither the Money or Tickets
fhall be returned to the Stewards.

THEe Office of Stewards, that had been for
fome Time difufed, was revived the 26th of Ne-
vember, 1728, and their Number to be always '
twelve ; who, together with the Grand-Wardens,
fhall prepare the Feaft : And that each of the
a&ing Stewards, for the future, fhall have the Pri-
vilege of naming his Succeflor in that Office for the
Year enfuing. And that in Confideration of their

" raft Service, and future Ufefulnefs, it was ordained
that they fhould be conftituted a Lodge of Mafters,
to be called 1he Stewards Ledge, or Board of
Stewards. That they {ball have the Privilege of
fending a Deputation of Twelve to every Com-
munication, confilting of the Mafter, two War-
dens and nine more ; and each of them fhall vote
there, and fhall pay Half a Crown towards the
Expence of the faid Communication. That the
twelve Stewards of the current Year fhall always
attend in their proper Clothing and Jewels, paying
at the Rate of four Lodges towards the Expence of
the Communication : But they are not to vote, nor
even to fpeak, except when defired.

XXI1V, Tue Stewards fhall in due Time wait
upon the Grand-Mafter, or Deputy, for Dircc-
vions and Orders about the Premifes : But if both
their Worfhips are fick, or neceflarily abfent, they
may call together the Mafters and Wardens of
Lodges, on Purpofe for their Advice and Orders,
And the Stewards arc to account for all the Mo-

ney
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ney they receive or expend, when the Grand
Lodge fhall think fit to audit their Accounts.
XXV. THE Mafters of Lodges fhall each ap-
point one experienced and dilcreet Brother of his
Lodge, to compofe a Committee confifting of one
from cvery Lodge, who fhall meet in a convenient
Apartment to receive every Perfon that brings a
Ticket ; and fhall have Power to difcourfe him, if
they think fit, in order to admit or debar him as they
fhall fee Caufe, provided they fend no Man away
before they have acquainted all the Brethren within
Doors with the Reafons thereof, that fo no true
Brother may be reje&ed, nor a falfe Brother, or
mere Pretender admitted. This Committee of
Enquiry and Stewards muft meet very early on the
Day of the Feaft, at the Place of holding the fame.
XXVI. Tue Grand-Mafter fhall appoint two
or more true and trufty Brethren to be Tylersand
Door-Keepers, who are alfo to be early at the
Place for fome good Reafons ; and who are to be
at the Command of the Committee of Enquiry.
XXVII. THE Stewards fhall bcfore-hand ap-
point fuch a Number of Brethren to ferve at Ta-
ble as they think fit and proper for that Work:
And they may advife with tlte Officers of Lodges
about the moft proper Perfons, if they pleafe, or
may take in fuch by their Recommendation ; fo
that none ferve there but Mafons, that the Com-
munication may be free and harmonious.
XXVIII. Arr the Members of the Grand
Lodge muft be at the Place of the Feaft long be-
1gs fore-
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fore Dinner, with the Grand-Mafter, or his De-
puty, at their Head, who fball retire and form
themfelves that Day, that fo no Interruption may
be given to the Harmony and Pleafure of the
General Affembly and Grand Feaft : And this in
order to confult about whatever concerns the De-
cency and Decorum of the Grand Aflembly, and
to prevent ill Manners, the Aflembly being pro-
mifcuous. ‘

XXIX. THE new Grand-Mafter fhall be pro-
pofed by the Grand-Matfter prefent, to the Grand
Lodge at their Communication, fome Time before
the Day. of the annual Aflembly ; and that if he
be approved then, or no Objedtion made, he is to
be forthwith faluted Grand-Mafter Ele&, if there ;
or if abfent, to be remembered as fuch ; and that
he fhall proceed to the Feaft on the prefent Grand-
Mafter’s Left-Hand, and there to be recognized
according to the ancient Manner of Mafons.

N7X. THEN the Mafters and Wardens, and
all the Brethren may converfe promifcuouily, or as
they pleafe to fort together, until the Dinner is
coming in, when every Brother takes his Seat at
Table ; the Decorum of which is at his Worfhip’s
Direction.

XXXI. Tue Grand Lodge is to be formed
s by Regulation XXVIII. and if any Brethren
not Members thercof be admitted therein, they
muft not fpeak until they are defired and al-

lowed.

XXXIIL 1r
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XXXII. Ir the Grand-Mafter fhall confent to

ferve for another Year, then one of the Grand
Lodge, deputed for that Purpofe, fball reprefent to
all the Brethren his Worfhip’s good Govern-
ment, &e. fhall proclaim him
GraND-MasTER of Masons!
ArL the Members of the Grand Lodge fhall’
_ falute him in due Form; and fhall have a few
Minutes Leave to declare their SatisfaCion, Plea-
fure and Congratulation.

XXXIII. TuE prefent Grand-Mafter fhall no-
minate his Succeflor for the Year enfuing, who, if
unanimoufly approved by the Grand Lodge, and
there prefent, fhall be proclaimed, faluted and con-
gratulated, as in Regulation XXXII. and imme-
diately inftalled by the Grand-Mafter according to
Ufage.

XXXV. THE laft Grand-Mafter thus con-
tinued, or the new Grand-Mafter thus inftalled,
fhall next nominate and appoirt his Deputy-
Grand-Mafter, either the laft or a new one, who
fhall be alfo declared, faluted, and congratb}atcd
in due Form. The Grand-Mafter fhall alfo no-
minate his new Grand-Wardens ; and if unani-
moufly approved by the Grand Lodge, they fhall
be declared, faluted, and congratulated in due
Form : But if not, they fhall be chofen by Bal-

_lot : As the Wardens of private Lodges are alfo
to be chofen by Ballot in each Lodgz, it the Mem-
bers thereof do nct agree to their Maiter’s Nomi-
nasion.

A
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ADEePuTY was always needful when the
Grand-Mafter was nobly born: And in our Time,
the Grand-Matfter Ele& has not publickly fignified
beforehand the Names of his intended Deputv and
Wardens, until hc is firft inflalled in Solewnon’s
Chair.

XXXVI. IF the Brother whom the prefent
Grand-Mafter fhall nominate for his Succeffor, is
by Sicknefs, or other neceflary Occafion, abfent
from the Grand Feaft, he cannot be proclaimed
Grand-Mafter ; unlefs the old Grand-Mafter, or
‘fome of the Mafters and Wardens of Lodges can
vouch, upon the Honour of a Brother, that the
faid Perfon, fo nominated or chofen, will rcadily
accept of the Office. In which Cafe the old
Grand-Matfter fhall aét as Proxy, and in his Naume
thall nominate the Deputy and Wardens; and in
his Name, alfo, fhall receive the ufual Honours,
Homage and Congratulations : But the new De-
puty and Grand-Wardens are not allowed Proxies
when appointed, except in Cafe of Sicknefs.

XXXVIIL. THEN the Grand-Mafter fhall allow
any Brother to fpeak, direQing his Difcourfe to
his Worfhip in the Chair ; or to make any Mo-
tion for the Good of the Fraternity, which fhall
Le either immediately confidered, or clfe referred to
the Confideration of the Grand Lodge at their

next Communication. When that is over,

XXXVIII. THE Grand-Mafter, or Deputy, or
fome other appoisted by him, fhall addrefs himfelf

in a proper Manner to all the Brethren, and give.
‘them
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them good Advice. And after fome other Tranf-
aions, the Brethren may ftay longer, or go away,
as they pleafe. What particularly relates to the
Charges of the Grand-Mafter are beft known to
the Fraternity.

XXXIX. ArL Proceflions at the annual Com-
maunication fhall be in the following Order, 1. The
Tyler to clear the Way. 2. TheMufick. 3. The

 Stewards, two and two. 4. The fir/f Light, by the
Mafter of the fourth Lodge. 5. The Wardens of
the Stewards Lodge. 6. The Mafter of the Stewards .
Lodge. 7. The Grand-Secretary with the Bag,
8. The Grand-Treafurer with his Staff. 9. The
Provincial Grand-Mafters by Juniority. 10. Paft
junior Grand-Wardens by Juniority. 11. Paft fe-
nior Grand-Wardens by Juniority. 12. The fecond

Light, by the Mafter of the third Lodge 13. De-
puty-Grand-Mafters by Juniority. 14. All paft
Grand-Maflers by Juniority. 15. The third Light,
by the Mafter of the fecond Lodge. 16. Thejunior
Grand-Warden, 17. The fenior Grand-Warden,

18. The Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 19. The Mafter -
of the fenior Lodge, with the Conflitutions on a
. a Cufhion. 20. The Sword-bearer carrying the

Sword of State. The GRAND-MASTER.

THE follownge«ulatlon is inferted at Length
by particular Command. -

XL. 1. THAT no Brothers be admitted into the
Grand Lodge but thofe that are the known Mem-
bers thereof, viz. Thc four prefent, and all former
Grand Oﬂiccrs, the Treafurer, Secretary, and

Sword-
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Sword-bearer, the Mafters and Wardens of all re-
gular Lodges, the Mafter, Wardens, and nine more
of the Stewards Lodge ; except a Brother, who is
a Pentloner, or a Witnefs in fome Calé, or one
called in by a Motion.

2. THAT at the third Stroke of the Grand-
Mafter’s Hammer (always to be repeated by the
fenior Grand-Warden) there fhall be a general
Silence ; and that he who breaks Silence, without
Leave from the Chair, fhall be publickly repri-
manded.,

3. THAT under the fame Penalty,, every Bro-
ther fhall take his Seat, and keep firi&t Silence
whenever the Grand-Matfter or Deputy fhal think
fit to rife from the Chair, and call to Order.

4. TrAT in the Grand Lodge every Member
fhall keep in his Seat, and not move about from
Place to Place during the Communication, except
the Grand-Wardens, as having more immediately
- the Care of the Lodge.

5. TH AT, according to the Order of the
Grand Lodge, no Brother is to fpeak but once to
the fame Affair, unlefs to explain himfelf, or when
called by the Chair to fpeak.

- 6. EVERY one that fpeaks fhall rife and kcep
ftanding, addrefling himfelf to the Chair: Nor
fhall any prefume. to interrupt him under the afore-
‘faid Penalty, unlefs the Grand-Mafter finding,
bim wandering from the Point in Hand, fhall
think fit to reduce him to Order; for then the faid

Speaker
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Speaker fhall fit down: But after he has been fet
right, he may again proceed, if he pleafes.

7. IF in the Grand Lodge any Member is twice
called to Order at one Aflembly, for tranfgrefling
- thefe Rules, and.is guilty of a third Offence of the
fame Nature, the Chair fhall peremptorily com-
mand him to quit the Lodge-Room- for that
Night,

8. THAT whoever ihall be fo rude as to hifs at
a Brother, or at what another fays or has faid, he
fhall be forthwith folemnly excluded the Com-
‘munication, and declared incapable of ever being
‘a Member of any Grand Lodge for the future,
till another Time he publickly owns his Fault, and
his Grace be granted.

9. No Motion for a new Regulation, or for the
Alteration of an old one, fhall be made till it is
fir(t handed up in Writing to the Chair : And
after it has been perufed by the Grand-Mafter at
leaft about ten Minutes, the Affair may be moved
‘publickly ; and then it fhall be audibly read by the
Secretary ; and if he be feconded and thirded, it
muft be immediately committed to the Confidera-
tion of the whole Aflembly, that their Senfe may
‘be fully heard about it ; after which the Grand-
Maftec {ball put the Queftion pro and con.

10. Tue Opinions or Votes of the Members
are always to be fignified by each holding up one
of his Hands: Which up-lifted Hands the Grand-
\Vardens are to count, unlefs the Number of

Hands

v
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Hands are fo unequal as to render the countiog
. ufelefs. Nor fhould any other Kind of Divifion
be ever admitted among Mafons.

Moxtacu, G. M.

VERY Communication has an inherent

Power and, Authority to make new, and
alter, repeal, explain and amend former Laws and
Regulations, for the real Benefit of the Frater-
nity, provided always that the o/d Ufages and Me-
morials be carefully and faithfully obferved.

MoxrTon, G. M.

THAT no Brother do prefume to print the Pro-
ceedings of the Communications quarterly or an~
nual, or te.print, or caufe to be prinked, any Part
thereof, or the Names of amy Perfon prefent at
fuch Communication, without the Confent, Com=
mand, and Dire&ion of the Grand-Mafler, his
Deputy and Wardens, or of the whole Commu-
nication: He or they fo offending fhall not be
owned for a Brother, nor admitted into any Com-
mittee of Charity or Grand Lodge, or.any Lodge

V' whatfoever, to bear any Office in the Craft. .

REGu-
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REGULATIONS for CLOTHING.

Norrorx, G. M.

HE Grand Logge ordered, that none but

the Grand-Mafter, his Deputy and War-
dens, who are the oNLY Grand-Officers,. thall
wear their Jewels in Gold, pendent to Brue
RisBONS, about their Necks, and white Leather
Aprons lined with blue Silk ; which fort of Aprons
are to be worn by all former Grand Officers.

MasTers and Wardens of particular Lodges
may line their white Leather Aprons with white
Silk, and muft have their Jewels pendent to
wHITE RiBBons about their Necks, and no
other.

THuE Stewards for the Year fhall have their
Jewels of Silver, ungilt, pendent to red Ribbons,
with white Rods, and to linec their white Leather
Aprons with red Silk; and former Stewards {hal]
be allowed to wear the fame Sort of Aprons, and
that no other Brethren do prefume to wear the
fame : And that the Deputation from the Stewards

Lodge fhall wear a peculiar Jewel qupended in the
"red Ribbon,

aehe
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The GEntTrEMEN, who have
ferved the Office of STEWARDS

to the SocieTy of Free and
Accerrep MASONS, from

1728 to 1753,

CoLERANE, G. M.

ESSIEURS Fobn Revis, Edwin Ward,

h Samuel Stcad, WWilliam Wilfm, William

Hyfbins; Thomas Reafon, Gerrard Hatley, William

Tew, Theod. Cheribolmy, William Benn, 77Jama:
Aiford, and Henry Smart,

KINGSTON,
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Kingston, G. M.

 THE firt fix in the former Lift again; to
which were added, Fames Chambers, Efq; Meflrs.
Pread, Bards, fenior and junior, Charles Hoare
and William Sarjeant.

‘NorFoLk, G. M.

GEOQ. Doyglas, M. D. Fames Chambers, Thomas
Moor, Fobn Atwood, Themas Durant, Efqrs. Mefirs.
George Page, Fobn Haines, William Milward,
Roger Lacy, Charles Tringuand, Fobn Caleot, and
Fobn King.

LoveL, G M.

GEORGE Ruooke, Fames -Maore Smythe, Fobn
Bridges, Wyrriot Ormond, Arthur Muore, Vinal
Taverner, Claud Crefpigny, William Blount, Egrs.
Colonel fobn Pitt, Meflts. Henry Tatam, Thomas
Griffith and Solomin Mendez.

MonTAcuTE, G. M.

F O HN Ward, Fobn Pillexfen, Henry-Batler
Pacy, Fohn Read, William Bufbey, Philip Barnes,
Efqrs.  Jobn Mdizaubin, M. D. Meflrs, Fobn
Duwight, Richard Baugh, Themas Shank, Fames
Cofens, and Charles Rebinfon,

STRATH-
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STRATHMORE, G. M,

-S1R Edward Manfell, Baronet, Charles Ehole-
zendorf, Ifaac Muere, Prefcot Pepper, Chriftopher
Newville, Richard Matthews, Efgrs. Richard Row-
linfon, L.L.D. and F.R.S. Fotherley Baker,
Samuel Berington, Febn Pitt, William Verelff, and
Henry Hutchinfon, Fiqrs,

Cravrurp, G, M.

StiRr Robert Lawley, Bart. 2Villiam Graeme, M. D.
and F.R. 8. Martin Clare, A.M. and F.R. S.
- Fobn Theobald, M. D. Charles Fleetwood, Thomas
Beech, Lfgrs. Captain  Ralph Farwinter, Meyer
Schomberg, M. D. Robert Wright, Efqs Mefls,
Thomas  Slaughter, Fames Nafb, and Williem
Hogarib,

WeymoutsH, G. M.,

EDWARD Hudy, M. D, and F.R.S. Fames
Ruck, junior, Fobn Feffe, Fames Styles, Efgrs.
Ifaac Schomberg, M. D. Meflrs. Fobn Gowland,
Benjamin Gafcoyne, Walter Weldon, Richard Sawle,
James Pringle and Francis Blythe. .
‘Loupouw, G. M.

S1r Bouchier Wray, Baronet, George Bothomley,
Charles Murray, Efqrs. Captains Fobn Lloyd and
Charles Scott, Lewis Theobald, M. D, Meflrs. Peter
M’ Culloch, Thomas Feffreys, Peter Leige, Thomas
Boehm, Benjamin Da Cofla, and Nathaniel Adams.

DaArNLEY,
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. Darnrey, G. M.

"CAPTAIN Andrew Robinfon, Robert Foy, Fames
Colquboun, William Chapman, Henry Higden, and
Harry Leigh, Efqrs. Stephen Beaumont, M. D.
Meflrs. Mofes Mendez, George Monkman, Stephen.
Le Bas, Chrifiopher Taylor, and Simon de Charmes.

CaErNARVON, G. M.

. TuE Hon. Fohn Chichefier and Nathaniel Old- -
ham, Efqrs. Meflts. Samuel Lowman, Fofeph Harris,
Richard Robinfon, Paul- Henry Robinfon, Ifaac Bar-
rett, Alexander Pollock, Thomas Adamfon,  Thomas
Parry, and George Armfirong. .

Raymonp, G. M,

" WILLIAM Vaughan, Efq; Meflts. Efguire Cary,
Manfell Branfby, Fobn Faber, Jobn Saint, Fobx
Sowdon, Fames Bernard, David Dumonchel, Bryan

Dawfon, William Ruck, Michael Gomprune, and
George Mafon.

Kintore, G. M.

CouNT Edward-Frederick Taube, Meflts. Dan:el
Carne, Fames Wallace, Foin Gordon, Peter Hemet, .
George Caton, William Salt, William Arnald, Lewis
de Vaux, Edward Rudge, Richard Shergod, and
Fohn Spranger. .

- Mor 7ov,
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MorTon, G. M.

HENRY Lyll, Efq; Fobn Traile, A. M.
Meflrs. Edward Trever, Talbot Waterboufe, Robert-
Bateman Wray, Anthony Benn, Stephen Rogers,
Peter Le Maifire, Edmund Brydges, William Vi,
Thomas Pownall and Fofeph Lycerr.

Warp, G. M.

THE Hon. and Rev. Godfrey Dawnay, Thomas-
Ludiard, and Thomas Smith, Efqrs. Meflrs. Fobn
Coggs, Thomas Clipperton, Charles Dubuy, Luke
Aldery Robert Michelly William Mountaine, Thomas
Griffiths, Fobn Torr, and Peter Gordon.

STRATHMORE, G. M.,

G EORG E Powlett, Fobn Stone and Fames
Bennett, Efqrs. George Pile, Dotor of Phyfick,
Meflrs. Fobn Villeneau, Fames Whitworth, William
Rogers, Fames Wilsford, Thomas Chaddocke, Robert
Cbheeke and Fleming Pinckfion,

CraNsTOUN, G, M. '

THO MAS Manningbam, Do&or of Phyfick,
the Hon. Robert Shirley, Efg; Colonel “Samuel
Berington, Meflts. George Clarke, Matthew Creygh-
ton, fobn Feary, Peter Clerke, Robert Young, Wil-
liam Rogers, Fofeph Lycett, fobn Spranger, and

Pheafant Harl/fy
‘Byroew,
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Brron, G. M.

THe Hon. James Carmichacl, Efq; Sir Richard
Wrottefley, Baronet, Meflrs. Bernbard - Foachim
Boetefeur, Ravert Marcellus, George Steidel, Stephen
Yonge, Richard Lane, Thomas Taylor, Charles Wale,

Fobn Fourdan, Fofeph Breuitt and George Forbes,

CARYsFORT, G. M.

PETER Leigh, Fobn Price, Thomas-Hufey
Apreece, Francis-Blake Delaval and Richard Sa-
vage, Efgrs. the Hon. Captain William Mostagu,
Captain Edward Eyre, Meflts. Fames Shruder,
William Bizett, Mark 2lfton, Henry Smith and
_ Buckle Banfon. :

AN
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ACCOUNT

| ‘OF THE
FREE-MASONS.
By RoserT ProT, L.L. D.

Keeper of -the A/bmolean Mufeeum, and
Profeflor of Chemiftry .in the Umver-
fity of Oxford.

HEY have a Cuftom in Staffordfire of
admitting Men into the Society of Freée.:
Mafons, that in the Moorelands of this Country
fcems to be of greater Requeft than any where
clfe, though I find the Cxffom fpread more or lefs
all over the Nation ; for here 1 found Perfons of
the
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the moft eminent Quality, that did not difdain to
be of this Fellawbip ; nor indeed need they, were
i€ of that Antiquity and Honour, that is pretended in
a large Parebment Volume they have amongftthem :
Containing, the Hiffory and Rules of the Craft of
Mafonry, which is there deduced not only from
Jacred Writ, but profane Story 5 particularly that ic
was brought into England by St. Amphibal, and firft
communicated to St. Alban, who fet down the
Charges of Mafonry, and was made Pay-Mafter and
Governor. of the King’s Works, and gavg them
Charges and Manners as St: Amphibal had taught
him : Which were after confirmed by King Athel-
Jlan, whofe youngeft Son Edwyn loved well Ma-
Jonry, took upon him the Charges, and learned the
Manners, and obtained for them of his Father a free
Charter. ‘W hereupon he caufed them to aflemble
at York, and to bring all the old Baoks of their Craft,
and out of them ordained fuch Charges and Man-
mers, as they then thought fit: Which Charges in
the faid Scrole ot Parchment Volume, are in part de-
clared : And thus was the Craft of Mafonry grounded
and confirmed in Englard. It isalfo theresdeclared,
that thefe Charges and Manners were after perufed
and approved by King Henry V1. and his Councif,
both as to Maflers and I“dlaw: of this right wor-
thipful Craft.

. INn7 0 which Suciety, when any are admitted, they
eall a Mieting (or Lodge, as they term it in fome
Places) which muft confift atleaft of five or fix of the
Antignts of the Order, whom the Candidates prefent

K with
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with Gloves, and fo likewife to their #ives, and
entertain with a Collation, according to the Cuftom
of the Place : This ended, they proceed to the Ad- _
miffion of them, which chiefly confifts in the Com-"
munication -of certain freret Signs, whereby they
are known to-one another all over the Nation, by
which Means they have Maintenance whitherever
they travel ; for if any Man appear, though alto-
gether unknown, that can fhew any of thefe Signs
to a Fellow of the Seciety, whom they otherwife call .
an acceped Mafon, he is obliged prefently.to come
to him, from what Company or Place foever he be
in’; nay, though from the Top of a Steeple, what
Hazard or Inconvenience foever he run, to know
his Pleafure, 2nd affift him ; viz. if he want Work,
be isbound to find him fome ; or if he cannot do
that, to give him Money, or otherwife fupport him =
till Work can be had, which is one of their Articles 5
and it is another, that they advife the Maflers they
work for, according to the beft of their Skill, ac-
guainting them with the ‘Goodnefs or Badnefs of
their Matersals ; and if they be any Way out in the
- Gontrivante of the Busldings, modeftly to re&ify
them in it ; that Aafonry be not dithonoured ; and
maany fuch like that are commonly known : But
fome others they have (to which they are Jworn,
after their Fafhion) that none know but themfelves, '
which I have Reafon to fufpe&, are much worfe
than thefe, perhaps as bad as this Hiffory of the
Craft itfelf; than which there is nothing I ever met
with, more falfe or incoherent,
- For -
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For not to mention that St. Amphibalas, by ju-
dicious Perfons, is thought rather to be the Claa#,
than Mafter of St. Alban ; or how unbikely it is
that 8t. Alban himlelf in fuch a barbarous Age, and
in Times of Perfecution, thould be Supervifor of any
Works; it is plain that King Athelffan was never
married, or ever had fo much as anj natural Iffue ;
(unlefs we give Way to the fabulous Hifory of Guy
Earl of Warwick, whole eldeft Son, Reynburn, is
faid indeed to have been married to Leoncat, the
fuppofed Daughter of Athelftan, which will not ferve -
the Turn neither) much lefs ever had he a lawful
Son Edwyn, of whom I find not the leaft Umbrage
in Hiftory. He had indeed a Brother of that Name,
of whom he was fo jealous, though very young when
he came to the Crown, that he fent him to Sez in
a Pinnace, without Tackle or Oar, only in Com-

~ pany with a Page, that his Death might be im-
puted to the #Zzves, and not him; whence the young
Prince, not able to mafter his Paflions, caft himfelf
headlong into the Sca, and there died. Who how
unhkely to learn their Manners ; to get them a
Charter 3 or call them together at Yirk, let the
Reader judge.

Y £ T more improbable it is flill, that Henry VI,
and his Council, thould ever perufe or approve their
Charges and Manners, and fo confirm thefe right
worthipful Mafters and Fellows, as they are cal]ed
in the Screle : For in the third Year of his Reign,
when he could not be four Years old, I find an 47
of Parliament quite abolifhing this Society : It being

K2 therein
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therein ordained, that no Congregations and Confe-
deracies thould be made by Mafons, in their general
Chapters and Affemblies, whereby the good Courfe
and Effe& of the Statates of Labourers were vio-
lated and broken in Subverfion of Law : And tilat
thofe who caufed fuch Chapters or Congregations to
be holden, fhould be adjudged Felons ; and thofe .
Mafons that came to them fhould be punifhed by

Imprifmment, and make Fine and Ranfom at the

King’s #ill. So very much out was the Compiler

. of this Hiflery of the Craft of Mafenry, and fo little

Skill had he in -our ‘Chronicles and Laws. Which

Statute, though repealed by a fubfequent 42 in the

fifth of Elizabeth, whereby Servants and Labourers

are compelled to ferve, and their #Pzges limited ;

and all Maflers made punithed for giving more’
‘Wages than what is taxed by the Fuffices, and the

Servants if they take it, &, Yet this 4¢7 too being

but little obferved, it is flill to be feared thefe

Chapters of Free-Mafons do as much Mifchief as

before, which if one may eftimate by the Penalty,

was anciently fo great, that perhaps it might be

ufeful to examine them now.

[Natural Hj, ﬂary of Staﬂ'ordlhxre, Chap. vili.
p- 316, 317, 3181



MASONRY. 197

A Dete@ion of Dr. Plot’s Account of the
Free-Masons.

HA'T could induce the fagacious Do&tor

to ftep fo far out of his Way, or to med-

dle with a Matter fo foreign to the Purpofe of a
natural Hiftorian, may, at this Diftance of Time,
be a little dificult to determine ; but moft certain
itis, his rude and infipid Conje&ures and Mifrepre=
fentations of the Free-Mafons, to whofe Founda-
tion and Hiftory be was an abfolute Stranger, are
not more falfe and groundlefs, than his Condu& in
that Affair was bafe, infidious and unworthy of any
Wiiter who had the leaft Regard for Truth ; and,
befides it was ungrateful, becaufe the Bread he cat
was furnithed him by Mr. ABmole, the greateft Ma-
- fonof his Day, and who could, had the good Doc-
tor been in the leaft inclined to receive it, have given
bim ample SatisfaGion, which will fet this unbiaffed
Hiftory in a Point of View, very little to the Cre-
dit of the fupple, and as it will be found, time-
ferving Do&or Plot. A finall Portion of Grati-
tude for all the good Things he had received at the
‘Hands of his Mafter, thould have prompted him to
have cleared up as far as he was able, the Hiflory of
Alban, Ampbibalus, and Prince Edwin, all envelloped
with great Obfcurities in the Hiftories of Britain,
though clear and evident enough in the Annals and.
Traditions of Mafonry : It may be prefumed, he
K 3 ‘would
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would have gained much more Reputation and He-
nour, than he could ever hope to reap by thefe ug-
juftifiable Cenfures: Either of. which would have
jound him fufficient Employment, and prevented .
Lis Attempts to degrade a Society, of whofe Story
-his own Account marks him confefledly ignorant.
As this Society has been fo very ancient as to rife
Leyond the Reach of Records, there need not be
much wonder made, that a Mixture of Fable is
found in its early Hiftory, about the Time of their
firt Eftablifhment in this Ifland ; as the fame De-
fet is avowedly confefled by all Hiftorians con-
cerning the ancient Foundations in our own and.
" other Nations.. )

St. Alban, the firft Perfon honoured with the
‘Doétor’s candid Suggeftions, is famous for being
the firft Chriftian who fuffered Martyrdom in this
Ifland ; and alfo for being the firft Mafter-General,
Surveyor or, Grand-Mafter of Mafons, as is fet
forth in. an ancient. Writing called, The Ghet of .
Mafonry : He was born at Verulam, of Pagan Pa-
rents: In his Youth he took a Journey to Rome, in
Company with Ampbibalus, of the City of Caer- Leen,
fuppofed by many to be by Birth a Roman ; and
there ferved for feven Years in the Army of the
Emperor Diocletian. Leland tells us, that at the
“Time St. Alban flourifhed, Learning, and the
polite Arts, had been lately introduced by the Ro-
mans into Britain, which was now become a Pro-
vince of the Empire ; and that the Youth of Qua-
lity and Diftintion ufed to travel to Rome for Im-

‘ ' provement
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provement in Knowledge and the Sciences, ®  Be-
ing returned home, he lived highly honoured in
the Town of Verulam, where, through the Exam-
ple and Infiru@ions of his Fellow-T'raveller, Am-
phibalus, he became a thorough Convert to the .
“chriftian Religion : In the tenth and laft gercral
Perfecution of the Chriftians, in the Year 302
be was beheaded for the fame, a Favour intendcd
him on the Account of his noble Birth +, at foim-
burf?, fince called Dzrfwald, where now the Town-
of St. Alban ftands ; to the lafiing Honour of
whofe Name and Merits King Offa in after Tlimes
.founded 2 moft magnificent Monattery.

T 1 & Emperor Caraufius (under whom Abanba rc
great Sway ;_and. was the Steward of his Huutho!
and Overfeer or Surveyor of his Works) govem.d
the Empire of Britain, with an upright and un-
ftained Reputation ; and above all, was a very .
great Encourager of Learning and learned Men,
and improved the Country in civil Arts; was a
Man of real Merit, and intended to have ela-
blifhed an Empire in Britain ;. for which End he
had made a great Colle&tion of Workmen, and
other Artificers, from all Parts: The People en-
joyed perfe&. Psace and Tranquillity under him for
feveral Years, is manifeft from all our Hiftorians t,
His Builders,. and other Artificers, were employed
by him in very large Bodies, is evident fiom diffe-

K 4 rent

" ®[eland, Comment.de Script. Brit.c. 18 $Speed’s

Chron. Stowe, Echard, &c. T Guihrie’s Hilt, Eng.
v. 1. p. 58



200 TheHisToRry of

rent Writers ; but in particular from the Oration
of Eumenius, the Panegyriff, fetting forth what
‘great Numbers of Mafons had then left the Ifland 3
¢ Even your City of Autun, fays he, moft devoted
to your Service, and in whofe Name I am efpecially’
to congratulate you ; has been well ftored with
Artificers (Archite@s and Mafons) fince your Vic=
tory over the Britons, whofe Provinces abounded
with them: And now, by their Workmanthip,
the fame City of Autun rifes in Splendor, by the
tebuilding of their ancient Houfes, ere&ing publick
Works, and the Inftauration of Temples: So that
the ancient Name of a Roman Brotherhood, which
they long fince enjoyed, is again reftored, by hav-
_mg yous imperial Majefty for their fecond Foun-
der ¥ From hence it is beyond all Doubt, that
the Reduéidon of Dritain, occafioned many excel
lznt A:t.ficers to go over to the Continent, who
had been entertained by Caraufius, and had fo
~ greatly contributed to the Beauty, Convenience,
and Magnificence of the Ifland, that Comfantius
Chlorus chofe to make it the Seat of his Empire.
THE Story of Alban’s Martyrdom is briefly re-
Jated hy Gildas ; but more circumftantially and at
large by Venerable Bede, who fays, that he being
yet a Pagan (or not publickly known for a Chrif- .
" tian) entertained the before-mentioned Amphibalus
in his Houfe ; the Roman Governor being informed
that-he harboured a Chriftian, fent a Party of Sol-
diers to apprehend him ; but Alban putting on the
: Habi¢
¢ Paneg. Emp. Maximian. Aug. Did,
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Habit of his Gueft, prefented himfelf to the Officers
in his Stead, and was carried before the Magiftrate,
where he condu@ed himfelf with a noble and gal-
lant Freedom, which immediately brought on him
the Punifhment already related. The Garment of
Amphibalus, which Alban vpon this Occafion put .
on, is called by Bede, ard in ancient Writers,
* Laracalla 3 which is rendered by the Saxon inter-
preter of Bede, a Monkifh Habit. This Caracalla,
was a Kind of Cleak with a Cowl, moft refembling
the Ephod or facerdotal Veftment of the Fewi/h
Priefts.  Thomas Walfingham relates, that this
Garment was preferved in a large Cheft jn the
Church of £ly, which was opened in the Reign of
Edward 11. Anne Dem, 1314.  This Hiftorian fays
farther, that it was the fame that Alban received

from his Mafter Amphibalus, and the fame in which
he fuffered Death,  Thomas Rudburn, who after

relating what #Walfingham had done before him,

and buth of at leaft cqual Authority with Dr. Plat,

goes farther, and fays, there was found with the

Garment, an ancient Writing in thefe Words;

This 1s the Caracalla of St. Amphibalus the Mok

and Preceptor of St. Alban 5 in which that Proto-

Martyr of England fuffered Death, under the cruel
Perfecution of Diocletian againft the Chriftians.

It is confefled that the Martyrdom of Amphi-
balus, is not mentioned by Gildas, Bede, orin any of
she ancient Martyrologies ; but Matthew Paris, and
many other Hiftorians, vouch the Matter of Fazz,

" and refer to a Beok of great Antiquity in the Mo-
- Ks naftesy
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naftery of St. Alban., As to the Name Amphibalus :
upon which Dr. Plt endeavours to play, it muft
be owned that the learned Primate Uper, is of
Opinion, that it was not the real Name of St. Alban’s -
Infiru&or, but more, properly belonged to the
Caracalla before megtloned, as «m@iBerrss fig-
nifies in the Greek Language the fame as induere
or accingere, fc. Vefiem, a Garment *. Had
Dr. Plot, been as modeft in his Judgment as the
Jearned Archbifhop, he had not ftepped fo far over -
Truth ; to affert that many learned and judicious
Writers were of Opinion, that Amphibalus was
rather the Cloak than Mafter of St. A/ban, when
no Author of any Name or Credit, had mentioned
this Surmife; fave Archbifhop Upber, and he only
as a probable Suggeftion, and not what he had any
true Grounds to believe. It is remarkable that not
only the Cathedral Chusch'of Winchefter +, in the
Days of Conflantine, but many other Churches
were dedicated to St. Amphibalus, the Mafter. of
St, Alban : Many Authors, of the greateft Credit
and Authority, fpeak of him with Reverence and
Honour, and efpeeially Fobannes Catus 1, who in-.
forms us that he was born at Caer-Leon, in which
he is fupported by feveral Authors, and alfo that he
was Reélor of the Univerfity of Cambridge. It
was never alledged among the Mafons, dr in any
of their Hiftories of the Craft, that dmphibalus,
though

* Ufferii Brit. Beclef. Antiq. p. 77. 4+ Tanmner's
INutita Monatt. folio, p. 152, 1 Hift. Cantab. L. ».
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theugh owned a worthy Brother, was ths Inftruc-
tor of St. Alban in any other Refpe than in thoe
moral and divine Subje&@s, which brought about the
Converfion of the latter to the chriftian Faith ; fo
that the difcerning Do&or, in all Probability,
thought that Alban could not wantan Inftrudtor, ex-
cept in the Art of Building, and how likely that was,
in thofe ignorant and barbarous Times, thofe Times
of grofs Darkne’s, as his Love for Truth callsthe Day ;
(very fitting Expreflions to falve hisewn Ignorance .
and Vanity,) when People were fo much deluded
as to be converted to the Faith of Chriff, by.
Thoufands and ten Thoufands ; muft be fub-
mitted to the Judgment of the unprejudiced Rea-
der, with this farther Remark, that Dr. Plot hap-
pens, in his charitable Opinions, to ftand alone,
mot having one H.iﬂorian, great or {mall, credible
or fabulous, to prop his flimfey ConjeGures with,
- Having done with the Hiflory of St. Alban
and Amphibalus, the Dottor proceeds to the Story
_of Prince Edwin, the Brother of King Athelfian :
Tt this he deals as ingenuoufly as in the former :
The only Blemifh that the Hiftorians find in the
whole Reign of Atkeljfan, is the fuppofed Murder,
or putting wrongfully to Death his Brother, Prince
Edwin, which is in itfelf fo improbable, and all.
‘Things confidered, fo flénderly attefted, that it does
not deferve a Place among good Hiftorians.
THE excellent Wiiter, of the Life of King
Aihelflan*, has given {0 clear and fo perfet a View

. of
* Biog. Biit. vol. 1. p. 63.
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of this Event, that the Reader cannot. receiye.~
greater Satisfalion than in that Author’s oway
Words, ’ ) .
THE Bufinefs of Edwin’s Death, is a Poift the
moft obfcure in the Story of this King, and, to fay
the Truth, not one even of our beft Hiftorians, hath .
written clearly, or with due Attention concerning: .
it. The Fa&, as commonly received, is this. The
King fufpe&ting his younger Brother £dwin, of de-
figning to deprive him of his Crown, caufed him,
notwithftanding his Proteftations of Innocency, to
be put on board a leaky Ship, with his Armour-
bearer and Page. The young Prince, upable to
bear the Severity of the Weather, and Want of.
¥o:d, defperately drowned himfelf; fome Time.
after, the King’s Cup-bearer, who had been the-
chief Caufer of this A& of Cruelty, happened; - as.
he was ferving the King at Table, to trip with one,
Foot, but recovering himfelf with the other, See
faid he pleafantly, bow Brothers affird each other
Help 5 which ftriking the King with the Remem-
brance of what himfelf had done, in taking off -
Edwin, who might have helped him in his Wars, -
he caufed that Bufinefs to be more thoroughly ex-
amined, and finding his Brother had been fallly
accufed, caufed his Cup-bearer to be put to a cruel
Death, endured himfelf feven Years fharp Penance,.
and built the two Monafteries of Aiddieton and
Michelnefs, to atone for this bafe and bloody Faét %,
Dr, Howell, {peaking of this Story, treats it as if

very
" ®Speed’s Chronicle, Book vii. ch, 38.
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very indifferently founded, and, on that Account,
sworthy of Credit ®,  Abbot Brompton tells the
gmyzt large +, and after him moft of the laterWri-
ters as ufual; that is, with an Addition of various
Circumftances, fo that it cannot be faid, this Story
is without Foundation, Bachanan hath improved
it very bappily. Thus it runs in his Writings.
¢ They, that is the Engliph Writers, make this
Athelftan guilty of Parricide, in killing his Father
and his two Brothers, BEdred and Edwin, whofe
Right it was to ficceed their Father in his Kin.-
dom. Fame increafes the Sufpicion, that Edward
was violently put to Death, becaufe it attributes to
him the Title of Martyr1.” Buchanan cites nu
Authority whatfoever for this, becaufe indeed there
could be no Authority cited. Whatever he did by
Edwin, moft certainly Athelfan did not murder
Edred, fince he pot only furvived, but fucceeded
him in the Kingdom. As for the Murder of his
Father, that is the pure Effe& of Buchanan’s Igno-
rance, he miftook Edward the Elder, who was
really the Father of Athelfan, for Edward the
Martyr, who began his Reign in 975, that is, five
and thirty Years after Athelffan was in his Grave,
Such is the Accuracy, fuch the Integrity, of this
Writer._ Inlike Manner Rapin givesus this Story,
without the leaft Mark of Doubt or Hefitation §,
) and

* Gen. Hift. P. iv. ¢. 2. § 10. % Chion. p. 838.

1 Hift. Scot. lib. vi. R. 75. $ Hittowre D' Angie-
seree, Tom. I. p. 336,
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and yet we prefume, there are fome ftrong Reas-
fons againft the Credit of this whole Story, and:
ftill ftronger agamﬁ that Part of it, which alledges.
Eduwin to have been unjuflly put to Death.,  Simeosn
~ of Durbham, and the Saxon Chronicle, fay no more,,
than that Edwin was drowned by his Brother’s Com-'
mand, in the Year 933 *. Brompton places it in
the firft, or at fartheft in the fecond, Year of his’
Reign ; and he tells us the Story of the rottem
Ship, and of his punifhing the Cup-bearer+. #il-
liam of Malmfbury, who isvery circumftantial, fays:
he only tells us what he heard }; but Matthew,-
the Flower-gatherer §, ftamps the whole down as |
an indubitable Truth. Yet thefe difcordant Dates
are not to bé accounted for. If he was drowned
in the fecond, he could not be alive in the tenth
Year of the King. The firft is the more probable
Date, becaufe about that Time there’ ccrtamly was’
a Confpiracy againft King Athelflan, in order to:
dethrone him, and put out his Eyes, yet he did not
put the Author of it to Death; is it likely then-
that he fhould order his Brother to be thrown into
the Sea' upon bare Sufpicion? But the Reader muft*
remember, that we cite the fame Hiftorians, who.
have told us this Story, to prove that Atbelffan was
unanimoufly acknowledged King, his Biethren be-
mg too young to govern ; one would think them,
they

* Simeon. Dunelm. P 154. Cron. Saxon. p. ln,.,
4+ Chronicon, p. 828. 1 De Geft. R, A, lib. ii
§ Matth, Florileg. :
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they-could not be old enough to confpire. If we
take the fecond Date, the whole Story is deftroyed;’
the King could not do feven Years Penance, for he
did not live fo long; and as for the Tale of the Cup-
bearer, and his flumbling at the King’s Table, the
fame Story is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered
the Brother of Edward the Confeffir. Laftly, no-
thing is clearer from Hiftory, than that Aibelftan
was remarkably kind to his Brethren and Sifters, for
whofe Sakes he lived fingle, and therefore one would
think his Brother had lefs Temptation to confpire
againft him,

- How likely is Dr. Plo’s whole Story of the Pin-
nace and the Page, compared with the forego-
ing? For the Probability of Edwin’s calling the
Mafons together at York, or getting them a Char-
ter, it need but be remembered that Athelffan kept
bis Court for fome Time in that City *, received
there, feveral Embaffies from foreign Princes, and
Prefents, of various Kinds, both rich and cottly,
from different Parts of the World, and in fhort, was
loved, honoured, and admired, by all the Princes
in Europe, who fought his Friendthip, and courted
his Alliance,. To all his Brothers and Sifters hLe
was remarkably kind, indeed a Father to them ;
and from that his fatherly Care, Prince Edwin has
been by many ancient Mafons, called the Son of
Athelftan 5 a Thing not uncomnion in many In-
ftances for Ages fince that. Moreover the Adtivity
aad princely Conduét of Edwin, rendered him the

. fictedt
* Echard’s Hift. V., 1. p. 84.
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fitteft Perfon to be Grand-Mafter of the Mafons,
who at that Time were employed in very great
Numbers in repairing and building Churches and
ather Edifices, not only in the City of Yor#, but.
at Beverley, and other Places, which had but lately
been over-thrown, and Jevelled with the Ground,
by the Danes, and other Invaders ; till Athelfian
became Mafter of all, who {upported and propa-
gated the Royal Art in perfet Peace and Se-
curity.

To follow the Do&or in his good Will for the
ancient Fraternity, the Reader muft know that
in the Infancy of King Henry V1. an A& of Par-
liament was pafled, to prevent the Aflemblies of
Mafons, as mentioned in Page 78 and 79 of this
Hiftory ; the Reafons for this fevere Treatment is
very obvious : In the Abfence of the Duke of
Bedford, Regent of France, all the regal Power
was vefted in Humphry, Duke of Gloucefler, his.
Brother, Prote&or of the Kingdom, and in Heary
Beaufort, Bithop of Winchefler, his Uncle, Guar-
<dian to the King ; who being invefted with Power,
began to fhew his Pride and Haughtinefs betimes ;
and to fupport him therein, he wanted not for.
Followers and Agents enough. In the Parliament
held at Wetminfler, the 17th of Nevember, 1423,
to an{wer a particular End, it was ordained and:
enalled, that if any Perfon, committed for Grand
or Petty-Treafon, fhould wilfully break Prifon’
and cfcape fram the fame, it fhould be deemed.

Peuty-
2
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Petty-Treafon, and his Goods forfeited *. About
this Time one William King, of Wamvlten, in
Yorkjbire, Servantto Sir Robert Scott, Lieutenant of
the Tower, pretended that he was offered, by Sir
Fobn Mortimer, then a Prifoner in the Zotwer, and
Coulin to thelately deceafed Edward Mortemir, Earl
of Aarch, the neareft in Blood to the Englifh Crown,
ten Pounds to buy him Cloaths, forty PoundsaYear,
and to be made an Earl, that Mortimer would raife
40,000 Men, and would ftrike off the Heads of the
rich Bithop of Winchefler, Gloucefter, and others,
all which _the Fellow undertook to prove by his
own bodily Oath. Soon after this, they let Mor-
timer walk to the Tower-Wharf, and then ran after
and feized him for breaking Prifon; whereupon
he was deemed Convi&, was drawn to Tyburn,
there hanged, and afterwards beheaded. From
whofe Death, there arofe no fmall Slander, Mur-
murings and Difcontent amongft the People: Which -
threatned thofe in Power with fatal Confequences,
a$ they were obferved to fpread, not only in pub-
lick, but in private Meetings and fecret Aflem-
blies.

THE Animofity between the Uncle and Nephew
became every Day more formidable than other.
On the laft of April, 1425, the Parliament met at .
Wefiminfler, the Servants and Fellowers of the
Peers and Members of Parliament coming thither
armed with Clubs and Staves, which occafioned it
to be Nick-named, The Batt Parliament - Among

: other
* Walfe's Chron. publifhed by Stowe.
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other Laws, an A& pafled to abolith the Society of
Mafons, or at lcaft to prevent the holding their
yearly Congregations, or indeed any of their Af-
femblies: As it muft be owned that their Meetings
were very fecret, none can wonder that thofe fecret
Aflemblies gave intolerable Difpleafure to the arro-
gant and ambitious Prieft, who, no Doubt, thought
himfelf iil-ufed by any Perfon daring to do what
he was not to know : However, none of them
were feized in their Lodges, or any Attempt made
to do it, the cunning Prelate’s Attention being, di-
verted another Way : For on the Morrow of Simom
and Fud:’s Day, when the Mayor of Londen had.
been to #efiminfler to take his Charge; when at
Dinner he was fent for in all Hafte by the Duke of.
Gloucefler ; and when come into his Prefence, he
gave him Commandment to fee the City fecurely
watched ‘the Night following ; at nine of the
Clock, the next Morning, the Bithop of #inchefter,,
then called the Engli/b Pope, with his Servants and,
Followers, would have entered the City. by the.
Bridge, but were kept back by Force ; whereupon.
the haughty and imperious Bifhop being enraged,,
gathered a great Number of Archers, and other
Men at Arms, and affaulted the Gate with Shot,
and other Means of War ; fo that the Citizens.
dire&ly fhut their Shops, and went to the Bridge in
great Numbers, fo that great Bloodfhed would have
followed, had not the Wifdom of the Mayor and.
Aldermen ftayed them in Time. The Archbifhop.
of Canterbury, with Peter, Duke of Conimbra, elgzﬂ:

’ n\
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Son of the King of Portugal, and others, took
great Pains to bring the Uncle and Nephew to

~ Agreement ; they rode eight, fome fay ten Times,
between them, before they could in any wife fuc-
ceed or bring them to any Conformity ; and at
lat they agreed to ftand to the Award of the Duke
of Bedford, whereupon the City was in more Quiet
at prefent*, The Bifhop loft ro Time in making
a bad Caufe look as glofly as poffible, and wrote the
Duke of Bedford the following Letter.

R I1G HT high and mighty Prince, and my right

noble, and after ome, Leiueft [earthly] Lord. I
recommend me unto. your Grace with all my Heart:
And as you defire the Welfare of the King our Sovs-
reign Lord, and of his Realms of England and France,
your own Weal [ Health] with all yours bafie you hi-
* her : For by my Troth, if you tarry long, we fhall pus.
this Land in Feopardy, [ Adventure] with a Field; fuch
a Brother you have here, God make bim a good Man.
For your Wifdom well . knoweth that the Profit of
France flandeth in the Welfare of England, &c.
The bleffed Trinity heep you. Weritten in great Hafte
at London, o Allhallowen-Even, the 317 of
O&ober, 1425.

By your Servant to my Lives End,,
Hexry, Winchefler..

THIs
* Wolfe's Chron.
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THi1s tremendous Letter made the Duke of
Bedferd haften the Affairs of Framer ; and he re-
turned to Londox the roth of Fanuary, 1425-6 ; on
the 21ft of February, he held a great Council at
St. Albans, adjourned it to Northamptom the 15th
of Mareh, and on the 25th of Fune to Leicefler.
Batts and Staves were again in Ufe, but thofe being
prohibited, the Followers of the Members of Par«
liament came with Stones flung and Plummets of
Lead : Here the long witbed for Peace, between
the Duke of Glucefter and the Bithop of Winchef-
ter, to Appearance, was accomplithed. Gloucefler
exhibited fix Articles againft the Bifhop ; one of
which was this : ¢ VI That the Bifhop of #in-
chefler, had in his Letter to the Duke of Bcdford,
plainly declared his malicious Purpofe of affembling,
the People, and flirring up-a Rebellion in the Na-
tion, contrary to the King’s Peace.” The Bithop’s
Anfwer to this Accufation was, ¢ That he never
bad any Intention to difturb the Peace of the Na-’
tion, or raife any Rebellion ; but fent to the Duke
of Bedfard to come oyer in Hafte, to fettle all
Things that were prejudicial to the Peace; and
though he had indeed written in the Letter, that
if be tarried, we fhould put the Land in Adventure
by a Field, fuch a Brother ye bave here ; he did not
mean it of any Defign of his own, but concerning.
" the feditious Aflemblies of Mafons, Carpenters,
""Tylers, and Plaifterers, who, being diftafted by the

late A& of Parliament agamﬂ: exceffive Wages of
thofe
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thole Trades, had given out many feditious Speeches
and Menaces againft the great Men, which tended
much to Rebellion ; and yet the Duke of Glox-~
<gfter did not ufe his Endeavour, as he ought to-
have done in his Place, to fupprefs fuch unlawful
Aflemblies, fo that he feared the King and his
‘good Subje@s muft have made a Field to withftand
them ; to prevent which, he chiefly defired the
Duke of Bedford to come over.”” The Falthood
of this Charge of the Bifhop’s againft the Mafons
is fo felf-evident, that it would be injuring the
-candid Reader to fuggeft it in the leaft doubtful,
except any can imagine that the Lord-Mayor,
Aldermen and Qommons of Londom, were the Ma-
fons that he had decreed for Deftru&ion. As he
he had begun, fo he never abated of his Malice a-
gainft the Duke of Gluucefler till he had accom-
plithed his Ruin ; but being too fenfible his A&ions
avere not to be juftified by the Laws of the Land,
de prevailed with the King, through the Intercef-
fion of the Parliament, whom his Riches had made -
his Tools, to grant him Letters of Pardon for ali
Offences by him committed, contrary to the Sta-
-tute of Provifors, and other AQts of Premunire.
Five Years after this, he procured another Pardon
under the Great-Seal for all Sorts of Crimes whatever,
from the Creation of the World to the 26th of
Fuly, 1437.

NorwiTHSTANDING all the Cardinil’s Pre- -
«cautions, she Duke of Gloucefler, in 1442, drew
up Asticles of Impeachment againft him, anz pre;

. nte
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fented them with his own Hands to the King,,de-
firing that Judgment might pafs upon him accord-
ing to his Crimes : The King referred the Matter _
to his Council, but they being moft ecclefiaftical
Perfons, favoured the Cardinal : So that grown
weary with their Delays and underband Deal-
ings, he dropt the Profecution, and the Cardinal ,
-elcaped.

T HE Wickednefs of his Life, and his.mean, bafe
and unmanly Behaviour, in the Article of Death,
will ever be a Bar againft any Vindication of him
for the Good he did, or the Money he left behind
him. When dying, he uttered thefe mean Ex-
preflions ; Why fhould I dye that have fo much
‘Wealth ? If the whole Kingdom would fave my
Life, I am able by my Policy to get it, or by
my Money to buy it. WIill not Death be bribed,
not Money do any Thing ! The inimitable
Shakefpear, after giving a moft horrible Pi€ture of
Defpair, and a tortured Confcience, in the Perfon
of the Cardinal, introduces King Henry to him
with thefe fharp and killing Words :

Lord Cardinal, if thou think'ff on Heaven’s Blifs,

Lift up thy Hand, make Signal of that Hope.

He dies and makes no Sign. _
Hen. V1. A&. 3.

SovEREIGN Authority being vefted in the Duke
of Gloucefier, as Prote@or of the Realm, the Exe-
cution of the Laws, and all that related to the
civil Magiftrate, centred in him ;' had it not been

. fo,
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fo, the Mafons had certainly been moft feverely
punithed, as a Load of Infamy, and holding un-
lawful Aflemblies had been charged upon them,
and a Law made againft them by the Bithop of
Winchefler, and his Creatures: Which however they
never could get executed, as the Prote&tor well
knew them not to be blameable, nor in any Re-
fpe& Aggreflors, except in holding their Affemblies
in the fame fecret Manner they had done in all
Ages, without meddling with any Affairs of civil
Policy. -As the Mafons were under the Lafh of an
A& of Parliament, then recent in the Mind of
every one, the Bifhop very kindly transferred the
Charge of Rebellion, Sedition and Treafon upon -
them, though it moft apparently appears, that him-
felf and his Followers were the firft to difturb as
well as to break the publick Peace, and kindle the
Flames of civil Difcord, and whom no reafonable
Conceflions could fatisfy ; his Ambition being te
furmount all others, both in Honour and Dignity,
howfoever unworthily accomplithed.

THE renowned Prote&tor, Humphry, Duke of
Gloucefler, our moft worthy and princely Brother,
made King Henry a Mafon in the Year 1441, or
as fome think, 1442, and many Lords of the
Court followed his Example, for at that Time he
was greatly beloved of the King; which encreafed
the Cardinal of Winchefler’s Inveteracy fo much,
that it was refolved to take away his Life. He ac-
«cordingly felt the ﬁrﬂ' fatal Blow of the deftroying

Angel,
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Angel, fent to punith Englavd, and extirpate hey
Nobility. , o _
" TuE Duke had ever been a brave Oppofer of al}
Things detrimental to the publick Good, and in« -
deed the only Man, who by his Prudence, as well
as the Authority of his Birth and Place, that hin-
dered an abfolute fovereign Power from being vefted
in the King’s Perfon, which Inftance alone ena-
bled #inchefler to gain over many, who on that
Account only were wrought upon to concur in his
Ruin ; though thereby they threw open the Flood-
Gates, that over-whelmed them all in a Deluge of
Blood. His Dutchefs had been convi&ed for Sor-
cery and Witchcraft, and afterwards charged with
Treafon : She was put to publick Penance in Lon-
den for three Days, with extraordinary Shame to
her Perfon, and then imprifoned for Life. The
Prote&or, being provoked with fuch repeated In-
fults offered to his Wife, made a noble and ftout
Refiftance, to their moft abominable and fhamelefs
Proceedings, which dire&ly brought on hisown De-
firu&ion. For on the fecond Day of the Seflions
‘of Parliament, held at St. Edmundsbury, 1447, bhe
was arrefted for High-Treafon, and the next Day
bafely and fhimefully murdered. Five of his Ser-
vants, being condemned to be hanged, drawn and
quartered, the Marquis of Suffo/#, through a mean
and pitiful Affe@ation of Popularity, brought them
Pardons and faved their Lives, after they had been
hanged, let down alive, ftripped naked, and marked

with a Knife to be quartered. By a Pardon granted
to
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€6 one of his Servants, may be feen the Pretence
made Ufe of for committing the Murder ; that he
was one of the many Traitors who came with the
Buke of Gloucefter to deftroy the King and Parlia-
ment, and fet his Wife Eleanor at Liberty.

So fell this great Prince, doubly murdered in his
Perfon and Reputation ; his Death was univerfully
lamented by the whole Kingdom, from whom he
had long obtained, and well deferved the Sirname
of Goad ; for he was a Lover of his Country, a
Friend to good Men, the Saviour of the Mafoas, a
Protector of the Learned, himfelf one, and {o great
an Encourager of them, that he built the Divinity-
Schools at’ Oxford, and a publick Library there ;
Works worthy of evetlalting Memorial.  His
Opinions in Policy do him no lefs Honour 3
his Judgment and Views concerning "the Fyench
Dominions, were always thwarted and rendered
abortive by the Bithop of /Zinchefler, and his Fac
tion, who would hear of nothing but Peace,
though on the moft unworthy and abject Terms,
which ended in the Lofs of the whole Kingdom
of France: To which the heroick and gallant Duke,
nicely infifting on the Honour, Majefty and Glory
of the Englih Name, was a profefled Enemy,
His infernal Perfecutor, the hypocritical Bithop,
lived but two Months after him, and. then went
down to his Place with all the Daggers of Diyine
Vengeance fticking in his Heart, as bas already
been related. The Memory of the Wicked thall
rot, but the unjuftly Perfecuted fhall be had in fweet \
and everlafting Remembrance.

L Ir
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It has been already faid, that King Henry was
made a Mafon, and by what follows, it will be
found that he was very intent upon a-thorough
Knowledge of the Royal Art : And how doubtful
foever this Event might appear to Dr. Plt, it is
fupported with fuch undeniable Teftimonies, as will
effeCtually overthrow all his Impoffibilities. No
doubt but every Reader will feel fome Satisfalion
in the Perufal of “this antique Relation, though
none more fo than the true and faithful Brother,
on reading the glimmering ConjeGures of an un-
enlightened Perfon, though a Philofopher of as great
Merit and Penetration, as this Nation ever pro-
duced, upon the fundamental Principles, Hiftory
and Traditions of the Royal Art.

A LETTER from the learned Mr. Jorn
Locke to the Rf. Hon. Tuomas Earl

of PEMBROKE, with an old Manufcript
on the Subjec? of FREE-MASONRY.

My Lorp, . May 6, .1696.

Have at length, by the Help of Mr. Collins,
procured a Copy of that M. S. in the Bedleian
Library, which you were fo curious to fec : And
in Obedience to your Lordfhip’s Commands, I here-
with fend it to you. Moft of the Notes annex’d
to it, are what I made Yefterday for the Reading
" of my Lady Masnam, who is become fo fondof

Mafonry, as to fay, that the now more than ever
withes
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withes herfelf a Man, that fhe might be capable
of Admiffion into the Fraternity.
. Tue M.S. of which this is a Copy, appears to be
about 160 Yearsold ; yet (as your Lordthip will
obferve by the Title) it is itfelf a2 Copy of one yet
more ancient by about 100 Years: For the Original
is faid to have been the Hand -writing of K. H. VI.
Where that Prince had it is at prefent an Uncer-
tainty : But it feems to me to be an Examination
- (taken perhaps before the King) of fome one of the
Brotherhood of MAsons 3 among whom he en-
tred himftlf, as ’tis faid, when he came out of his
Minority, and thenceforth put a Stop to a Perfecu-
tion that had been raifed againft them : But I muft
not detain your Lordfhip longer by my Preface
from the Thing itfelf,

Certayne Queflyons, wyth Awnfweres to the
Jame, concerning the Myftery of Ma-
conrye 5 writtene by the Hande of Kynge
Henrye the Sixthe of the Name, and
Jaythfullye copyed by me (1) Ffoban Ley-
lande Antiquarius, by the Commaunde of
His (2) Highneffe.

: They be as followeth :
LRuet. XX T HAT mote ytt be ? (3)
-Aufw. Y T T beeth the Skylle of Nature, the

-underflondynge of the mygbte that ys hereynne, and
: . L2 ' itg



220 TheHisTorYof

its fondrye Werckmnges ; fimderbyebe, the Skylle of |
Rellemyngs, of Waightes, and Metynges, and the
treu manere of Faconmynge al thynges for Mannes
Ufe, headlye, Dwellynges, and Buyldynges of alle
Kindes, and al odher thynges that make Gudde to
Munne.

Dueff. WHERE dyd ytt begyne ?

Anfw, YTT dyd begynne with the (4) fyrfte
menne yn the Efte, whych were before the (5) fiyrfie
Manne of the Wefte, and comynge Weftlye, ytt
hathe broughte bersoyth alle Comfortes to the wylde
and Comfortlefle. : :

Queft. WHao dyd brynge yrt Wettlye ?

Anfw. THE (6) Venetians whoo beynge Grate
Merchaundes, comed ffyrfte firomme the LEfte ym
Venetia, ffor the commodytye of Marchaundyfynge
beithe Efte and Wefte, bey the redde and Adyddle-
Imde Sees. .

Queft. Howk comede ytt yn Engelonde ?

Anfw. PETER Gower (7) a Grecian, jourmey-
edde ffor kunnynge yn Egypte, and yn Syria, and

" yn everyche Londe whereas the Venetians hadde
plauntedde Magonrye, and /#mnynge Entraunce yn
al Lodges of Maconnes, he lerned muche, and ve-
tournedde, and woned yn Grecia Magna (8) wach-
Jynge,. and becommynge a myghtye (9) #jfeacrs,
and gratelyche renowned, and ber he framed a grate
Lodge at Groton (10) and maked many Maconnes,
fome whereoffe dyd jourmeye yn Fraunce, and
maked manye Maconnes, wherefromme, yn Pro-
effe of Tyme, the Arte paficd yn Engelonde.

. 4 : Queft,




MASONRY. 221

Quf. Dore Maconnes defcouer here Artes
unto Odhers?

Anfw. PETER Gower whenne he journeyedde
to lernne, was fiyrfte (11) made, and anonne
techedde ; evenne foe fhulde all odhers beyn.
recht. Nathelefs (12) Maconnes hauethe al/weys
yn everyche Tyme from Tyme to Tyme com-
munycatedde to Mannkynde foche of ber Secrettes
as generallyche myghte be ufefulle ; they haueth
keped backe foche allein as thulde be harmefulle yff
they commed yn euylle Hayndes, oder foche as ne
myghte be bapynge wythouten the Techynges to be.
joynedde herwythe in the Lodge, oder foche as do
bynde the Freres mote ftrongelyche togeder, bey
the Proffytte, and commodytye comynge to the
Caonfrerie herfromme.

RQuefl. WHATTE Artes haueth the Maconnes
techedde Mankynde ? ) '

dnfw. THE Arts (13) AGRICULTUR A,
ARCHITECTURA, ASTRONOMIA,
Gnomz’rnxA, NuMEREs, Musica,
Porsis, KymMmisTrYyE, GOVERN-
MENTE, and RELYGYONNE.

ueff. How k commethe Maconnes more

teachers than odher Menne ?
" Anfw. THE bemfelfe haueth allein in (14) Arte
of fyndynge neue Artes, whyche Art the fyrite
onnes receaued from Godde ; by the whyche
they fyndethe whatte Artes hem plefethe, and the
treu Way of techynge the fame. Whatt odher
L3 Menne
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Menne doethe fiynde out, ys enelyche bey chaunce,
and herfore but lytel I tro. '
 Quef. WHATT dothe the Maconnes concele,

and hyde ?

_ Anfw. THEY concelethe the Art of fflyndynge
neue Artes, and thattys for here own Proffytte,
and (15) Preife : They concelethe the Art of
'kepynge (16) Secrettes, thatt foe the Worlde
mayeth nothinge concele from them. Thay con-
celethe the Art of Wunderwerckynge, and of fore
Jayinge thynges to comme, thatt fo thay fame Artes
may not be ufedde of the wyckedde to an euylle’
Ende ; thay alfo concelethe the (17) Arte of
chaunges, the W2y of Wynnygnge the Facultye (18)
of Abrac, the Skylle of becommynge gude and
parfyghte wythouten the Holpynges of Fere, and-
Hope ; and the Univerfalle (19) Longage of Ma- .
connes. :

Quefi. WyLLE he teche me thay fame Artes?

Anfw. YE fhalle be techedde yff ye be werthye,
and able to lerne.

Sueff. Dot HE alle Maconnes kunne more then
odher Menne ?

Anfw. Not fo, Thay onlyche haueth recht,
and Occafyonne more then odher Menne to kunne,
butt many dceth fale yn Capacity, and manye
more doth want induftrye, thatt ys Perneceffarye
for the gaynynge all Kunnynge. .

Quef. ARE Maconnes gudder Menne then
edhers ? ' :

Anfw.
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Anfw. SomE Macconnes are not fo Vertuous as
fonie other Menne ; but yn the mofte Parte, thay
be more gude then thay woulde be yf thay war
‘not Maconnes.

RQuefi. Dortn Maconnes love cxdther odher
myghtylye as beeth fayde ?

Anfw. YEA verylyche, and yt may not odher-
wife be: For gude Menne, and true, kennynge
eidher odher to be foche, doeth always love the
more as thay be more Gude. '

Here endethe the Queflyonues, and Awnfweres!

(1) FOHN Lelande was appointed by King
Henry VIIL at the Diffolution of MONAST ERIES,
to fearch for, and fave fuch- Books and Records as
were valuable among them, He was a Man of
great Labour and Induftry.

(2) Hi1s Highnefs, meaning the faid King
Hexry VIIL  Our Kings had. not then the
Title of Majefty. ‘

(3) WHAT mote ytt be? That is, what may
this Myftery of MasoNR ¥ be ?——The Anfwerim-
ports, that it confifts in natural, mathematical, and
mechanical Knowledge. Some Part of which (as

-appears by what follows) the Mafons pretend to
have taught the reft of Mankind, and fome Parc
they ftill conceal.

(4) (5) Fyrfle menne yn the Efte, &c. It fhould
feem by this that MasoNs believe there were
Men in the £a/? before Apam, who is called the

L4 Lirfte
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Lyrfe Manne of the Wefle s and that Arts, and
Sciences began in the £af. Some Authors of
great Note for Learning have been of the fame
Opinion ; and it is certain, that Eurepe and Africa
(which in refpe@® to Afia, may be called weftern
Countries) were wild' and favage, long after Arts
and Politenefs of Manners were in great Perfe&ion
in China, and the Indies. E. R.w. M. /. w. 5. w.
(6) THE Venetians, &c. In the Times of
Monkifh Ignorance ’tis no Wonder that the Phe-
nicians fhould be miftaken for the Vemetians. Or,
perhaps, if the People were not taken one for thé
other, Similitude of Sound might deceive the Clerk
who firft took dewn the Examination. The Phe-
nicians were the greateft Voyagers among the An-
cients, and were in Earope thought to be the In-
ventors of Letters, which perhaps they brought -
from the Eaff with other Arts. :
(7) PETE R Gower. This muft be another
Miftake of the Writer. I was puzzled at firft to
guefs who PETer GoweR fhould be, the Name
being perfe@ly Englifb ; or how a Greek fhould
come by fuch a Name : But as foon as I thought
" of PyrHAGORAS, I could fcarce forbear fmiling,
to find that PuirosopHER had undergone a
MEeTEMPsycosts he never dreamt of. We

need only confider the. French Pronunciation of -

his NAME PYyTHAGORE, thatis, PETAGORE,
to conceive how eafily fuch a Miftake ‘might be
made by an unlearned Clerk. That PyTHAGO-
rAs travelled for Knowledge into EGypT, €6,

\
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is known to all the laarned, and that he was initi-
ated into feveral different Orders of PRIEsTS,
who in thofe Days kept a]l their Learning fecret
from the Vulgar, is as well known. PyTHA-
GOR As alfo, made every GEOMETRICAL The-
orem a Secret, and admitted only fuch to the
Knowledge of them, as had firft undergone a five
Years Silence. He is fuppofed to be the Inventor
of the XLVIIL. of the firft Book of EucLip, for
which in the Joy of his Heart ; ’tis faid he fa-
crificed ‘3 Hecatomb. He alfo knew the true
Syftem of the World, lately revived by CoPER~
NicUs; and was gertainly a moft wonderful Man,
See his Life by Dion. HaL.

(8) GREc1A Magna. A Part of ltaly formerly
fo called, in which the Grasks had fettled a lugc
Colony.

(9) Wyseacre. This Word at prefent fg-
nifies Simpleton, but formerly had a quite con+
trary Meaning. ##%ifager in the old Saxown, is
PHivosorHER, Wifeman, or Wizard ; and have
" ing been-frequently ufed ironically, at length came

to have 2 dire® Meaning in the ironical Senfe,
Thus Duns Scorus, a Man famed for the Sub-
tilty and Acutenefsof his Underftanding, has by the
fame Method of lrony, given a general Name to
modern Dunges. ;

(10) GroToN. GROTON is the Name of a
Place in ENgLAND. The Place here meant is
Crorona aCity of GrREC1A MAtGNA, which

- Ls- - TS
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;n the Time of PYTHAGORAS Was very popu-
ous.

(r1) FYyrsTe made. The Word mape I
fuppofe has a particular Meaning among. the MA—
sons, perhaps it fignifies, initiated.

(12) MACONNES baueth communyeatedde, 8c.
This PARAGRAPH hath fomething remarkable
init. It contains a Juftification of the Secrecy fo
much boafted of by Masons, and fo much blamed
by otlfers ; afferting that they have in all Ages
difcovered fuch Things as might be ufeful, and thag -
they conceal fuch only as would be hurtful either
to the World or them(elves. W hat thefe Secrets
are, we fee afterwards.

(13) THe Arts. AGRICULTURA, &c. It
feems a bold Pretence, this, of the MAsoN s,
that they have taught Mankind all thefe Arts.
They have «their own Authority for it; and I
know not how we fhall difprove them. But what
appears moft odd is, that they reckon Religion a-
mong the Arts.

(x4) Arte of fomding neue Artes. The Art of
inventing Arts, muft certainly be a moft ufeful
Art. MyLorp Bacon’s Novum OrRGANUM,
is an Attempt towards fomewhat of the fame
Kind. But I much doubt, that if ever the Ma-
soNs had it, they have now loft it ; fince fo few
new Arts have been lately invented, and fo many
are wanted. TheIpga I have of fuch an Artis,
that it muft be fomething proper to be applyed iR
all the Scxences generally, as ALGEBRA is in

Numbers,
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-Numbers, by the Help of which new Rules of
Arithmetick are and may be found.

(15) PrE1sE. Ft feems the M sons have great
‘Regard to the Reputation as well as the Profit of
their Order ; fince they make it one Reafon for not
divulging an Art in common, that it may do
Honour to the Poffeffors of it. I -think in this
Particular they fhew too much Regard for their
“own Bociety, and too llttle for the reft of MA N-
KIND.

(16) ARTE of }epynge Secrettes. What Kmd
‘of an Art this is I can by no Means imagine. But
‘certainly fuch an Art the Masons muft have :
‘For though, as fome People fuppofe, they fhould
‘have no Secret at all ; even that muft be a Secret
which being difcovered would expofe them to the
higheft Ridicule : - And therefore it requires -the
utmoft Caution to conceal it.

(17) ARTE of Chaunges. 1 know not what
‘this means, unlefs it be the Tranfmutatxon of
Metils,

(18) Facurtye of Abrac. Here' T 2m ut-
‘terly in the Dark. o

(19) UN1vERSELLE Lengage of Maconnes. - An
univerfal Language has been much defired by the
learned of many Ages. ’Tisa Thing rather to be
withed than hoped for. But it feems the M asons
pretend to have fuch a Thing among them. If it
be true, I guefsit muft be fomething like the Lan-
-guage of the PANTOoMIMEs among the ancient
RomaNs, who are faid to be able, by Signs only,

fo
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to exprefs and deliver any Oration intelligibly to
Men of all Nations, and Languages. A Man
who has all thefe Artsand Advantages, is certainly
in a Condition to be envied : But we are told, that
this is not the Cafe with all Masons ; for though
thefe Arts are among them, and all have a Right
and an Opportunity to know them, yet fome want
Capagity, and others Indyftry to acquire them.
However, of all -their Arts, and Secrets, that
which I moft defire to know is,.The Skylle of be-
“commynge gude and . parfighte 3 and I with it were
communicated to all Mankind, fince there is no-
thing more true than the beautiful Sentence con+
tained in the laft Anfwer, ¢ That the better Men
are, the more they love one another.” Virtue
having in itfelf fomething fo amiable as to charm
the Heatts of all that behold it.

1 xNow not what Effe&t the Sight of this old

" Paper may have upon your LorpsHIP ; but-for

my own Part I cannot deny, that it has fo much

raifed my Curiofity, as te induce me to enter my-.

felf into the Fraternity, which I am determined

todo (if I may beadmitted) the next Time I go
to LoNDoN, and that will be thordy.

I am, my Lord,
Yiur Lordfbip’s moft obedient,
And moff bumble Servant,

Jonn LockeE.
4
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A GLOSSARY 1 explain the
- Worps s ITaLick CHARACTERS

in the foregoing. .
AL L E IN, only

Alweys, always
Blifbl’ both

Myghte, Power

Occafyonne, Opportunity
Oder, or

Commodytye, Conveniency Onelyche, only

Confrerie, Fraternity
Faconnynge, forming
Fore fayinge, prophecying
Freres, Brethren
Headlye, chiefly
"Hem plefethe, they pleafe
Hemfelfe, themfelves
Her, there, their
Hereymnez, therein
Herwyth, with it
Holpynge, beneficial.
Kunne, know '
Kunnynge, Knowledge
Make Gudde, are benefi-
cial
Metynges, Meafures
Mote, may
Myddlelonde, Mediterra-
nean

Perneceffarye, abfolutely
neceflary

Preife, Honour

Recht, Right

Reckenyngs, Numbers

Sonderiyche, particularly

Skylle, Knowledge

Wackfynge, growing -

Werck, Operation

Wey, Way

Whereas, where

Woned, dwelt

Wunderwerkynge, worke
ing Miracles

Wylde, favage

Wynnynge, gaining

Yan, into

From
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From all that has been faid, it will appear be-
yond Doubt, that Dr. Plot’s Charge againft the Ma-
fons was principally of his own Invention, as every
Thing that he has advanced, touching the Fal{icod,
or Incoherency of their Hiftory, either has not the
leaft Probability of Truth, and which he muft,
with Defign, have mxf-reprefented or what he
could not by any Means perfeétly know to be true :
And if every Part of hisHiftory is no better found-
ed than this, a greater Impofition was never offered
to Mankind, under fo fan&ified and fleek a Garb :
He either wanted the Abnllty, or was too indolent
to make a nice Scrutiny into the Hiftory of his own
Country ; for what he offers at, feems rather to be
what he wifhed, than what could be proved from
Fa&s. The barbarous Age, that hisIgnorance calls
the Time of St. Alban, was, in every Refpe&, the
Reverfe. The great Probability, nay, Certainty,
of his being a Surveyor over Works, when Thou-
fands of Workmen were employed, and he the
moft capable of the Service, is moft obvious, The
Story of the Cloak and Tutor, though the Door,
and his judicious Perfons, might think 8t. Cloak and
St. Amphibalus to be the very fame; yet here the
Current runs ftrongly againft them, what Affinity
foever they might fuggeft to be between the one and
the other: Indeed none other than fome of Dr. Plst’s
Barbarians could poflibly havededicated a Cathedral
Church to a Cloak, within a few Years of thé Death

of
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of St. Albar’s Tutor, when there muft have been
great Numbers of Chriftians alive, who perfonally
knew him. .

Tue Hiftory of Prince Edwin is fufficiently
cleared up, to thew the DoQor a mean Follower of
the legendary Writers, and to have carefully gleaned
_ up every little Circumftance that his Malice could
furnith bim with againft the Mafons, who it feems
merited his higheft Difpleafure. W hether the Ma-
fons were concerned in any feditious Pratices, or
Henry VI. and his Council thould fee and procure,
or approve the Charges and Manners, or himfelf
and many Nobles of his Court fhould have been
made Mafons, muft be refted upon what has al-
‘ready been offered : And as the Do&or thinks the
laft Event the moft improbable Circumftance of all,
the Mafons will readily give up all the Do&or’s Con-
je&ures for indubitable Truths upon the Proof of
this being falfe.

THE Do&tor did not intend to leave the Mafons
‘to enjoy their Falfehoods quictly, or to leave them
in the Midft of their Errors, but to bring them to
open Shame and Punifbment ; not for their fabu-
fous Hiftory, but for their wicked and fecret Prac-
tices ; for, fays he, it is /fill to be feared thefe Chap-
ters of Free-Mafons do as much Mifchief as bg/'ore,
which if one may ¢ftimate by the Penalty, was anci-
ently fo great, that perbaps it might be ufeful to exa-
mine them now : Such was this chriftian Do&or’s
Candour and Charity, fuch his Deteftation of Per-

fecution ;
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fecution : But it muft be remembered that he wrote
at a Time, when it was fathionable to decry any
Thing that looked like a fecret Affembly, left
‘Matters, difagreeable to fome, might there be
canvafed ; when their Liberty and Religion were
both openly attacked by the Government, and the
Do&or more a Man of Mode than to cut his Coat
contrary to the Court-Fafhion. All the Do&or’s
laboured Ohjetions to the Mafons being ob.-
viated and fhewn to be falfe and groundlefs ;
may be inferred, that no Perfons, howfoever emi-

nent in Quality, needed to difdain the Fellowfhip
of Mafons, on Account of its high Antiquity and
Honour. As Staffordfbire did then, fo doesit now .
furnifh us with fome of as great Name as ever
graced the Annals of Mafonry.

It will, perhaps, be deemed unchantable to fur-
mife, that any of thofe eminent and great Perfons,
that Do&or Plot fays were Mafons, encouraged him
in his Work ; yet it too clearly appears, that cither
they “did not, or that he rewarded them in the fame
grateful Manner he had done his Mafter Afbmle.
Thofe whom he has mentioned as the Promoters of
his Undertaking, without any Difrefpect to their
Names be it faid, he has fo fhamecfully flattered,
and laid his Daubing on fo thick, that nothing but
his own Words can influence the Reader to think
that a Man of fuch Efteem among the Learned,
and who paffed for a Man of seal Learning himfelf,
could be capable of it. He calls them, ingenious

and
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and every Way accomplifbed ; the [everely inguifitive

and worfbipful ; my truely noble Patron, the right

worfbipful ; the virtuous and moft accomplifbed Lady s

the moft hopeful and inquifitive young Gentleman, and

his virtuous Sifter, Mrs. Anne 5 the fair Lady of

Lyfwis : And to crown the whole, fays of a Lady,

that fhe had a moff exquifite Sagacity and perfpicaci=.

ous Infight into the moft bidden Receffes of Nature.

Yet it were well, had this adulating Faculty been

the only Fault of the Do&or, for he appears to be

. the greateft Believer, where the Matter he handles
is beyond all Credibility : He relates with firm Afi-

ance the moft aftonifhing Stories ; and none with

greater Bitternefs than thofe of Witches and

Wizards, againft whom he thews as much, if not

more Gall than againft the Mafons : The good

Wives and Colliers in Staffordfbire were his prin-

cipal Informers. He tells with great Faith of the

Mufick of a Pack of Hounds in the Air, a heavenly

Concert, the raining not only of Rats, Mice and

Frogs, but of Wool, Iron, Tiles, Bricks, and great

Stones * ; with innumerable other unaccountable,

unnatural and incredible Relations, picked out of va=

rious' Authors, and of various Countries, to buttrefs

up what he met with of the fame Kind in Stafford-
Jbire.  ‘The Hiftory of the Whiftlers, and in parti-
cular of William Crefwell, the Whiftler of Rugeley,
Apprentice to Anthony Bannifler 5 the Story of
Mary

* Nat. Hift. Staff, p. 14, 22, 23, 24.
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Mary Wawdward, of Hardwick ; of the black Mcer
of Morridge, told him with Admiration by every
Body at Leek 5 Fobn Duncalf, and his Bible 3 and
Captain Bafil Waod, are verily moft marvelous Re-
lations, and favour To ftrongly of Truth, that it
will be quite needlefs to entertain the Reader with
them, and efpecially as they have been tranfplanted
by the ingenious Mr. Robert Burton, in thofe ex-
traordinary Books, called Wonderful Events, the
Hiftory of Witches, and the Kingdom of Dark-
nels. However, Dafhfield, the aftonithing Col-
Yier of Wednesbury, muft not fo be paffed over ; the
Do&or fays he was told, ¢¢ That this fame Collier
being fearching for Coal in fome old Hollows, and
wanting Air, repaired to an old Shaft that had
been filled up fome Years before, where loofning
fome Earth at the Bottom, in Hopes it would crack
to the Top, and give him Air, it fo fuddenly coped
down upon him, that being environed on all
Sides with it, he could not return, infomuch that
the People concluded him fmothered : But while
they were debating how to get him out, he, by the
Help of his Maundrill, by Degrees fo wrought a-
way the Earth over Head, and getting it under his
Feet, fo- raifed himfelf higher and higher, that at
length he came out above Ground, fafe and found,
having worked thus upwards, at leaft twenty-feven
Feet in an Hour’s Time : Which even the People
there abouts, who underftand thefe Warks, look up-
on
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on to this Day as fo ftrange a Performance, that the
Man (now living) is ftill called Witch Da/bﬁeld' »

~ A Pofition of the Do&or’s, concerning Water-
Spouts, isthusadvanced: In tbzﬁ Spouts, together with
the I¥ater, the Fifb, many Times in the Sea thereabouts
are lifted up, which fometimes being carriedby the Winds
over Land before their Fall, bas often occafioned the
wonderful rammg ‘of Fifh; as it did sztmg: at
Stanfted, iz the Parifp of Wrotham, in Kent, in
1666 ; and Herrings in the South of Scotland, in
3684, as bis moft facred Majefly King James 11, moft
Judicioufly determined the Problem + there. How this
Problem was determined is not difcernable, with-
out the Water-Spout does it ; but as a refpe&ta-
ble Perfon is here drawn in to vouch for the
Doé&or, it can give no Offence to fay, that there
never has been any Whiting or Herring Rains
fince. For the Perfon laft mentioned it was that
the Doctor wrote, and feems to have no Opinions
but what were refleCed from the Crown : He
turns Tail of all his Staffirdfbire Supporters, by
telling the Publick, that he appeals only to the Royal
Fudgment, and therefore fpall little value what other
Men think 5 but chearfully acquiefce in his Majefly's
Decifion 1.

FinaLLy, be it far from a Mafon to detra&

from any Mana real Worth, or endeavour to
blemith

%Hxﬁ Staff. p. 284, 288, 291, 304, 305, 306,
+ Ibid. p. 249, 250. T Dedication se

19?; James.
/

’
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blemifh what is praife-worthy and meritorious in
any Man’s Conduét or Writings, though fome .
Parts may be dappled with Fallhood or Error ;
and therefore with allowing all due Praife to his
literary Acquifitions, in which it muft be con~ .
fefled he took great Pains; yet is it moft cer-
tain, 2 Man of lefs Judgment, and more Cre-
dulity never lived than Dr. Plt,
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T O
HIS EXCELENCY
The Moft Reverend and Right Honourable

HENRY, Count DE BRUHL,

Count of the Hily Roman Empire, Lord of Forf?
and Pforthen, of Grocwiz, Rabnifdorff, Bircken,
Pefterwiz, &c. Firft Minifter of State and the
Cabinet, Privy-Councellor, General of Foot,
Lord-Chamberlain, Prefident of the Chamber
of Finances and the Mines, and Direor gene-
ral of the Excife and Cuftoms of his Majefty
the King of Poland, Ele&or of Saxomy, Cap-
tain of the Saxon Body-Guard in Poland, Co-
lonel of a Regiment of Foot, Provoft of the
Chapter of Boudiffin, Canon of the Cathedral
Church of Meiffen, Knight of the Order of
the White Eagle, St. Andrew, the Black Eagle,
and St. Alexander Newfky, &c. &c,

My LORD,

F the Liberty which I take
in dedicating this little Work
to a Nobleman of fuch exalted

' Under-
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‘Underftanding as your Excel-
lency, was not ballanced by the
Confidence 1 have of your red
ceiving it with your accuftomed
‘Goodnefs and Candous, I fhould
never have been fo bold to un~
~ dertake it. o

Or all Societies, , ancient or’
modern, the moft worthy and’
refpeGtable, is the Order of Free-
Mafons, which Society has been
“rendered very famous, and fpread
" themfelves with inconceivable
Celerity into every Corner of
the World, where Arts and
Learning have found a Name. -
But their Worth has, alfo, raifed
them up many Enemies, who are
the lefs to be pardoned, as the
only Motive of their intemperate

Ranooéur, is their Ignorance.
Havine



DEDICATION.

- Havine the Happinefs to bein-
itiated into the Secrets of a Society
fo illuftrious, I think it my Duty,
publickly to make known my Zeal
and Ardour, for every Thing that
can be either for their Defence or
Glory ; and feeking for a Protec-
tor, under whofe aufpicious Pa-
tronage I might fhelter thefe Re-
fleGtions, I knew none better ac-
vainted with the Juftice of the
Caufe I had to defend, or more
able and willing to fupport the
fame, than your Excellency, whofe
good Prineiples, Love of Juftice,
and Knowledge of Things Hu-
-man and Divine, attrac the Ad-
miration and publick Pruife of all
Europe.
I Have thence prefumed to em-
belhfh thele RefleGtions with your

M Excel-
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Excellency’s illuftrious Name ;
and fhall efteem it my greateft
Happinefs, if it is thought worthy
of your Perufal; nor lefs will be
my Satisfallion, for the Regard
that your Excellency hasfhewn for
the Merits of the Caufe, and the
_approving my Zeal for the Frater-
"nity. The honouring this little
Work with any Degree of Favour
will be granting the utmoft of my
Wifhes: ’Tis that I moft humbly
intreat of your Excellency, and
beg your kind Permiffion, to give
“me Leave to fay, that I am, with
the greateft Refpec,

Your Excellency’s moft humble,
Moft obedient and devoted Servant,

The A.U'rn.oiz.

AN
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APOLOGY

FOR THE
Free and Accepted MASON S.

HE Free and Accepted Mafons, fo
famous.in our Times, are a Society of
Men of all Ages, Conditions, Reli-
gions and Countries, who have ever
been fuch Lovers of Virtue, as al-
ways to feek, and never betray it; and yet happier
in feeing thofe amiable Ends, conftantly practifed -
by all that are true and faithful. From hence it
is, that they are united by the moft indiffoluble
Tyes of brotherly Affe@ion, and inftru@ed with
Unanimity to afpire after that which makes their
Lives happy, by uniting the Profit and the Good
of Mankind. However refplendent this Picture
.of the Fraternity may appear at firft View, the
M2 Colourin
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Coleuring yet very much falls fhort of the O~
ginal; and more fo, as thefe Qualificaticns have ex-
pofed them to many unjuft and cruel Perfecutions,
under various Pretences, very falle in themfelves,
as the Reafon of fuch vexatious Troubles proceedeq
fromimaginary and groundlefs Storics pregagated a-
mong.the Vulgar. It is the Right of the unjuftly
perfecuted to complain, and to with for Redrefs,
It js a Token of real Goodnefs and Virtue to bear
the Scourge of ignorant and miflaken Zealots, -with
fuch becoming Fortitude and Patience, as will at
length prevail, By thus magnanimoufly bearing
undeferved Reproach, they are fure at leaft of the
hearty good I¥ifbes of all that are true and faithful
througheut the World,

THE States-General of the United Provinces
were the firft among the Powers of Kurope, who
took Notice of the Free-Mafons 5 for finding that
they held their Chapters or Congregationsin almoft
every Town under their Government, they began
to be exceedingly alarmed, as it was judged im-
poffible that ArchiteGurecould be the only Motive of
holding fuch Aflemblies ::Under this Perfuafion
the Qtates publithed an Edié, in the Year 173g,
in which they ordained, that, thiugh they bad not
difeovered any Thing in the Bebavionr or Praclices of
the Fraternity, contrary to the Peace’ of the Repub-
lick, or to the Duty of good Subjects, they were re-
Jolved neverthelefs to prevent any bad Confequences
that might enfue, that the Congregations, Affemblies,
or Lodges of the Free-Mafans [hould be intirely abo-

ki fbed
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" Bfped. Far from blaming the Conduct of thefe
wi’e Republicans, it will be found to accord witly
the Policy of their Government, ever remarkably
fafpicious of all new or fecret Affemblies ; befides,
at that Time they knew no better, for they had
not a clear and diftiné& Knowledge of the harmlefs
Nature, and of the End and Defign of the Fra-
ternity ; which, at the Time this happened, were
holding their Lodges under the Sanétion of the
Grand-Matter of England, and were rapidly fpread-
ing all over Buripe, under the fame great Autho-
rity 5 which procured them Peaceand an honourable
Reception, where otherwife they fhould not have
found it, The States-General having fince experi-
enced the good Behaviour of the Fraternity, and ac-
quainted themielves with the Charges, Laws and
effential Ufages of that illuftrious Body, do net
only permit any of their Subjeéts to become of the
Craft, but alfo countenance, encourage and pro-
te€t the Lodges in the Citics and Towns of the
Repubhck

« FRANCE, in the chr 1737, followed the
Example of Fovlland ; though many of the greateft
Perfonages in that Kingdom had defended the
ELodges “of Mafons, and interefted the Court in
their Behalf, yet they were decreed to the fameFate
as in the United Provinces, by Reafon, that und:r
the Pretence of the inviolable Secrets of -their Order,
they might cover fome dangerous BPefign, which mizht
in the End be to the Difadvantage not only of Religion,
but cy' the Kingdom’s Peace. But thefe Days have

: M 3 been,
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been. At this Time there are none fo fcrupus.
lous,, in Regard to Mafonry, as they were fome
Years ago. It is kitown that the Prince of Centjy
that illuftrious Hero, glories in having been made a
Mafon ; and that he fometimes lays afide his war-
like Habiliments, to wear the honeft and humble
Apron, and work with furpriziog Diligence and
Afliduity in carrying on the grand Defign,

THE Perfecutions the Free-Mafons have un<
dergonc at Fienna, might bave paft vanoticed, as
it was occafioned by the Jealoufy of fome Ladies
belonging to the Court ; who having endeavoured
by various artful and crafty Devices,. to get fome
of their Tools and Agents into many of the
Lodges, though without any Effeét ; then they
attempted to enflame the Mind of the Emprefs-
Queen againft the Fraternity, and carried it fo far
with that Princefs, as to get anOrder for furprizing
“them all in their Lodges, to revenge themfelves in
as open a Manner as poffible, for fome Affronts
they imagined had been given them by the Frater-
nity. But the Succefs of their Undertaking did
not by any Means anfwer the Intentions of their
Diligence and Induftry, for mo lefs a Perfon than
His IMPER1AL MajEsTY, the firfh Mafon in
Europe, inftantly put a Stop to all their Proceed-
ings, and declared himfelf ready to anfwer for their
Condu&, and to redrefs any Plea that could h.e
alledged againft them ; but that the Ladies or theis
Abettors muft find fome better Foundation for

Complaint, before he fhould enter into the Meri:;
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of the Caufe, as what had already appeared was
only Falthood and Mifreprefentation. ‘

THE Court of Rome, inftigated by the Impofi-
tions of evil-minded Perfons, poured out its Bulls
and Decrees againft the Mafons, whereby they
were condemned in a more fevere and tyrannical’
Manner, the peculiar Chara@eriflick of theInquifi-
tion, than they had ever yet undergone in any Na-
tion, and that without the leaft Foundation for fuch
Proceedings, his Holinefs being utterly ignorant of
what was fo zealoufly to be interdi&ted. The
Words of the faid Bull, with the Edi& and De-
cree which followed wilh beft depi®ure the im-
pure Fountain they fprang from,

The Condemnation. of the Society or Con-
~ wenticles De Liberi Muratori; or of the
.Frec-Mafons, under the Penalty of ipfo
Fa&o Excommunication, the Abfolution
Jrom which is referved to the Pope alone,
except gt the Point of Death.

Clement Bifbop, Servant of the Servants of -
 Ged, to all the Faithful of Chrift, Health,
and Apefidical Benediction.

LACED (unworthy as we are) by the
Difpofal of the divine Clemency, in the
eminent Watch-Tower of the Apoftlethip, we are
ever folicitoufly intent, agreeable to the Truft of
M4 the
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she Paftoral Providence repofed in us, by obftrues
ting the Paflages of Error and Vice, to preferve
more efpecially the Integrity of Orthodox. Rekie
gion, and to repel, in thefe difficult Times, al}
Dangers of Trouble from the whole Catholick
World. :

I las come to our Knowledge, even from pub-
lick Report, that certain Socicties, Companies,
Mectings, Aflemblies, Clubs, or Conventicles,
commonly called De Liberi Murasori, or Free-
Mafousy or by whatfoever .other Name the fame
in different Languages are diltinguifbed, fpread far
and wide, and are ewwry Day inereafing ; in

. which Perfons, of whatever Religion or Se, con~
tented with 4 Kind of an affeCted Shew-of natural
Honefty, confederate together in a clofe and in-
fcrutable Bond, accerding to. Laws and Orders
agreed upon between them ; which likewife, with
private Ceremonies, they enjoin and bind them-
Jelves, as wel by fri& Oath taken on the Bible,
as by the Imprecation of heavy Punifbments, to.
preferve with inviolable Secrecy. :

W e therefore revolving in our Mind the great
Mifchiefs which generally aecrue from this Kind
of Societies or Conventicles, not only to the tem-
poral Tranquillity of the State, but to the fpiritual:
Health of Souls : And that therefore they are nei-
ther confiftent with civil nor canonical Sanctions. ;.
fince we are taught by the divine Word to watch,
like a faithful Servant, Night and Day ; left this

Sort of Men break as Thieves iato the Houfe, lgzi
-l
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T#iee Foxes endeavour to root up the Vineyard ; left
they fhould pervert the Hearts of the Slmple, and
privily thoot at the Innocent : That we might ftop
up the broad Way, which from thence would be
laid open fomthe Perpetration of 'their Wickednefs
with Impunity, and for other juft and reafonable
Caufes to us known, have by the Advice of fome
of our vencrable Brethren of the Roman €hurch,
the Cardinals, ‘and of our own mere Motion, and
from our certain Kinowledge and mature Delibera-’
tion, by the Plenitude of the Apoftolical Power,
appainted and decreed to be condemned, and pro-
hibited, and by this our prefent ever-valid Confti-
tution, we do condemn and prohibit the fame So-
cicties, ‘Companies, Meetings, Affemblies, Clubs,
or Conventicles, De Liberi Murator:, or Free-
Mafons, or by whatever other Name they are di-
ﬁmgunihcd
WHEREFORE all and fingular the Falthful in,
Cbrift, of whatever State, Degree, Condition, Or-
der, Dignity, and Pre-eminence, whether Laity or
Clergy, as well Seculars as Regulars, worthy all of:
exprefs Mention and Enumeration, we ftridtly,
aud in Virtue of holy Obedience, corsmand that
no one, under any Pretext or Colour, dare or pre-
fume the aforefaid Societies D¢ Libers Muratori, or
Free- Mafns, or by whatever other Manner diftin-
guifhed, to enter into, promote, favour, admit, or
coneeal in his or their Houfes,. orelfewhere, or be
- wdmitted Members of, er be prefent with the fame,
er Le any wife aiding and affilting towards their
- Mg mecting
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meeting in any Place ; or to adminifter any Thigg
to them, or in any Manner publickly or privately,
direltly or indireétly, by themfelves or others, af-
-ford them Counfel, Help, or Favour ; or advife,
induce, provoke, or perfuade others tabe admitted
Hito, joined, or be prefent with this Kind of Sacie-
ties, or in any Manner aid and promote them:-
But that they ought by all Means to abftain from
the faid Societies, Companies, Meetings, Affem-
blies, Clubs, or Conventicles, under the Penalty
of all that a& contrary thereto incurring Excom-
munication ipfo Facta, without any other Declara-
tion ; from which noone canobtain the Benefit of
Abfolution from any other but us, or the Romes
Pontiff for the Time being, except at the Point of
Death.

W will moreover and command, That as welk
Bithops and fuperior Prelates, and other Ordinaries.
of particular Places, as the Inquifitors of heretical
Pravity univerfally deputed, of what State, Degree,
Condition, Order, Dignity, or Pre-eminence fo-
ever, proceed and inquire, and reftrain and coerce
the fame as vehemently fufpeSted of Herefy, with.
condign: Punifhment: For to them and each of
them, we heicby give and impart free Power of
proceeding, inquiring againft, and of coercing and:
reftraining with condign. Punifbments the fame
Tranfgreffors, and of calling in, if it fhall be ne-
ceflary, the Help of the Secular Arm: And we
will that printed Copies of thefe Prefents, figned:
by fome Notary Publick, and confirmed by ‘the



MASQNRY. 251

Seal of fome Perfon of Ecclefiaftical Dignity, fhall
be of the fame Authority as original Letters would
be, if they were fhewn and-exhibited. Let no
‘'one therefore mfnnoe, or by rafh Attempt con-
tradi& this Page of our Declaratioh, Damnation,
Command, Prohxbmqn, and" Interdi& : But if
any one fhall prefume to attempt this, let him
know that be will incur the Indignation of Al-
mighty God, and of the blefled Apoftles Peter and
Paul. “

DaTep from Rome at St. Mary's the Greater,
in the Year of the Incarnation of our Lord 1738,
the 4th of the Calends of May, (28th of April, N.S.)
in the 8th of our Pontificate.

-, ,
A. Card. Vice-Dutary.

 C. Amatus,. Vice-Secretary.
Vifa de Curia N, Antonellus.
‘The Place + of the L.eaden-Seal.

LB. Eugon»?.us.
Regiftired.in the Secretary of the Briefs Office, &,

B the abwvementioned Day, Month, and Year, the
. Jaid Condemnation was fised up and publifhed at the
Gates of the Palace of the Sacred Office of the
Prince of the Apoftles, and.in other ufual’ and ac-
 euftomed Places of the City, by me Petet Romola-

- tiugy. Curfitor of the moft Holy Inquifition

EDICT,
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E DIGCT.

Jofeph Cardinal Firrao, of the Title of
St. Thomas 7z Parione, and of the
Sacred Roman College Cardinal Prieft.

HEREAS the Holinefs of our Sove-

reign Lord Pope Clement XII. happily
reigning, in his Bull of the 28th of April laft,
beginning In eminenti, condemned, under Pain of
Excommunication referved to himfelf, certain
Companies, Societies, and Meetings, under the
Tide of Free-Mafons, more proper to be called
Conventicles, which, under the Pretext of Civil
- Society, admit Men of any Se and Religion,,
with a firi& Tie of Secrecy, confirmed by Qath:
on the Sacred Bible, as to all that is tranfa&ted or
done in the faid Meetings, and Conventicles: And
whereas fuch Societies, Meetings, and Conventicles:
are not only fufpected of occuit Herefy, but even ~
dangerous to publick Peace, and the Safety of -the:
Ecclefiaftical State ;- fince if they did not contain
Matters contrary to orthodox Faith, to the State,
and to the Peace of the Commonwealth, fo many
and ftrict Ties of Secrecy would net be required,
as it is wifely taken Notice of in the aforefaid
Bull ; and it being the Will of the Holinefs of
‘our faid Lord, that fuch Societies, Meetings, and
Conventicles totally ceafe and be diffolved, and
that thcy who are ot conftrained by the Fear of

Cenfures,,
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Cenlures, be curbed ‘at leaft by temporal Punith-
ments. -
THEREFORE it is the exprefs Order of his
Holinefs, by this Edi&t to prohibit all Perfons, of
any Sex, State, or Condition foever, whether Ec-
clefiattick, Secular, or Regular, of whatever In-
ftitute, Degree, or Dignity, though ordinarily or
extragrdinarily privileged, even fuch as require fpe-
cial and exprefs Mention to be made of them, com-
prehending the four Legations of Beslogna, Ferrara,
Romagna, Urbine, and the City and Dukedom. of

Benevento 5 and it is hereby forbidden that any do
prefume to. meet, aflemble, or affociate in. any.
Place under the faid Societies, or Aflemblies of
Free- Mafons, or under any other Title or Cloak
whatfoever, or even be prefent at fuch Meetings
and Affemblies, under Bain of Death and Confif-
cation of their Effefts, to be irremiffibly incurred
without Hopes of Grace. '

It is likewife prohibited, as above, to any Per-
fon foever to feek or tempt any one to aflociate with
any fuch Societies, Meetings, or Aflemblies, or ta
advife, aid, or abet to the like Purpofe the faid
Meetings or Aflemblies, under the Penaltics above-
faid ; and they who fhall furnith or provide a
Houfe, or any other Place for fuch Meetings or
Conventicles to be held, though under Pretext of
Loan, Hire, or any other Contra& foever, ure
hereby condemned, over and above the aforefaid
Penalties, to have the Houfe, or Houfes, or other

* Places where fuch Meetings and Conventicles fhall

be
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be held, utterly erafed and demolifhed 5 and it'is
his Holinefs’s Will, that to incur the abovefaid
Penalty of Demoligion, eny hgman ConjeBiures,
Hints, or Prefumptions, may and. fhall fuffice for
a Prefumption of Knowledge in the Landlords of
 fuch Houfes and Places, without Admiflion of any
Excufe foever. ‘ : -

AND becaufe it is the expr s Will of our faid
Lord, that fuch Meetings, Societies, and Conven-
ticles do ceafe, as pernicious, and fufpe& of Here-
fy and Sedition, be utterly diffolved ; his Holi-
nefs does hereby frikly order, that any Perfons,
as above, who fhall have Notice for the Future of
the holding of the faid Meetings, Affemblies, and
Conventicles, or who fhall be follicited to affociate
with the fame, or are in any Manner Accompfices
or Partakers with them, be obliged, under the Fine
of 2 thoufand Crowns in Gold, befides other griev—
ous corporal Punifhments, the Gallies not to be
excepted, to be infli@ed at Pleafure, to denounce
¢hem to his Eminence, or to the Chief Magiftrate -
of the ordinary Tribunal of the Cities, or other
Places in which the Offence fhall be committed,
contrary to this Ediét; with Promife and Affurance:
to fuch Denouncers or Informers, that they fhall.
be kept inviolably fecret and fafe, and fhall farther
obtain Grace and Immunity, notwithftanding any
Penalty they themfelves may oF fhall have in-
curred. .

" AND that no one may excufe himftlf from the:
Obligation of informing under the borrowed Pre-
text:
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sext of natural Secret, or the moft facred Oath,
or other ftrifer Tyc, by erder of his faid Holinefs,
Notice is heseby given to all, that fuch Obligation
of natural Seciet, or any Sort of Qath in criminal
Matters, and already condemned uader Pain of
Excommunication, as above, meither holds nar
binds in any Manner, being nul, made void, and
of no Fosce, &,
. ’Tss our Will that the prefent Edn&, when
affixed in the ufual Places in Rome, do oblige and
bind Rome and its Diftri&, and from the Term of
twenty Days after, the whole Ecclefiatical State,
comprehending even the Legations and Cities of
Bologna, Ferrera, and Bensventd, in the fame
Manner as if they had bees perfonally notified to-
each of them. Given in Rome this 14th Day of
Fanuary, 1739
_‘Z ofsph Cardinal Firrae.
: Ferome dé Bardi, Secretary,

Rome, In the Printing-Office of the Reverend
Apoftolick-Chamber. 1739,

D E € R E E.
The 18th Day of Feb. 1739.

HE Sacred Congregation of the moft Emi-
nent, and moft Reverend Cardinals of the
Holy Roman See, and-Inquifitors-Generals in the
"Chriftian Republick againft heretical Pravity, held

.



266 TheHisToRrY of

in the- Convent of St. Mary Supra Minervam,
thoroughly weighing that a certain' Book, written
in French, fmall in its Size ; but moft wicked in
Regard to its bad Subje&, intitled, Tbe Hifiary of;
and an Apology for the Society of Free-Mafons, by
J. G. D. M. F, M. printed at Dublin, for Patrick
Odoroko, 1739, has been publifhed to the great Scan-
dal of all the Faithful in Chrift,in which Book there
is an Apology for the Society of Free-Mafons, al-
yeady juftly condemned by the Holy See: Aftera
mature Examination thereof, a Cenfure, and that
publifhed by our moft Holy Lord, Pope Clement X11,
together with the Suffrages of the moft Eminent
and moft Reverend Lords, the €ardinals, by the
Command of his Holinefs, condemns and prohibits,
" by the prefent Decree; the faid Book, as containing
Propofitions and wicked Principles. )
WHEREFORE, that fo hurtful and wicked a
‘Work may be abolifhed, as much as poffible it can,
or at leaft that it. may not continue without a per-
petual Note of Infamy, the fame facred Congre-
gation, by Command as above, has ordered that
the faid Work fhall be burnt publickly by the
Minifter of Jutice in the Strect of St. Mary Supra.
Minervam, on the 25th of the current Month, at
¢he fame Time, the Congregation thall be held in
the Convent of the fame St. Mary. '
MorEOVER this fame facred Congregation, by’
the Command of his Holinefs, pofitively -forbids
and probibits all_the Faithful. in Chrif?, that no
one dare by any Means, and under any Pretenco
C whatfoever,
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Wnr, copys print,- or caufe to be copied or
peipted,- or retain or prefume to read the faid Book,

imany Language, and Verfion now publifhed, or
(which God forbid) may be publithed hereafter,
and now condemned by this Decree, under the
Pain of Excommunication to be incurred ipfo Facto
by thofe that fhall offend therein ; but that they
fhall prefently and effeGually deliver it up to the
Ordinaries of fuch Places, or to the Inquifitors of
heretical Pravity, who fhall burn it, or caufe it to
be burnt, without Delay,
Twenty-fifth of February, 1739.
Paul Antinus Capellorius, Notary Publick of the
Holy Ruman and Univerfal Inquifition:
ThePlace + of the Seal,

Upon the 25th of February, 1739, the above cited
Decree was fixed and publifbed at the Gates of the
Church of the Prince of the Apoftles, at the Palace

- of the Holy Office, and at the other accuftomary
Places within the City, by me Peter Romolatius,
Officer of the Holy Inquifition.

At Rome, from the Printing-Office of the Reverend

Apoftalick-Chamber, 1739.
NoTwWITHSTANDING thele' abominable In-
fra&tions upon human Liberty, and being thus
epprefled in the Ecclefiattical State; the Fraternity
found a fafe Refuge from Time to Time in many

Parts of Italy, who being better enlightened than

tbofe of Rome, did not by any Mcans oppofe the

fpreading
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fpreading and propagating an Art, founded on the:
moft exalted Maxims of found Morality, and whicls
/could not but tend to the greateft Advantage of eve-
ry Kingdom. The malicious Refle&tions and In-.
veflives, raifed and fpread againft the Mafons alt
over Europe, and with which they have been with-
out Mercy befpattered, and which would fill a
Volume, muft be pafled over in Silence, to treat
of Matters that are of much greater Confequence,
and nearer Concern to the Fraternity, At a Time
when they enjoyed Peace and Tranquillity in
Switzerland, to the utmoft of their Wifhes, all at
once a Cloud arofe in a certain Quarter, that
threatned an heavy Storm ; nor lefs it was than to
yoot out and extirpate the hitherto unthaken and
immoveable Foundations of Mafonry, and at once
to overthrow the fuperb Stru&ure that had been
ere@ing for many Ages. This muft be farther,
and more at farge explained for the Benefit of thefe
who are not already acquainted with the Fadts,
None can be ignorant, that after the Example.of
France, and Holland, the Swifs Cantons received
the Mafons amongft them, and afforded them
Treatment equal to their Merit : The Eagernefs
. with which all Ranks of People applied themfelves
to what might aggrandize that illuftrious Body,. has
ferved as a Pattern for all other Natians in Eurggr,
who value themfelves for their Brightnefs of Under-
derflanding, or Love for the liberal Arts. What
fatal Deftiny, what fanatical Fury, could tranfport
the Magiftrates of Berne to become the Enemies of
Mafonry ;
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Mafonry ; the Enemies of a Society who had never
done them wrong, or impeached of one unworthy
Deed 7 Is it then, that Innocence, capable every
where of curbing the frerceft and moft malignant
Difpofitions, can make no Impreflion upon the
callous Hearts of thefe faze Republicans ! No,
The cruel Prejudices with which they armed them-
felves, againft the noble Craft, has caufed themto
publith an Ordonnance for their Abolition, con-
taining Aflertions as unjuft as ill founded aggain/?
the Soeiety of Free. Mafons, whe bad flyly and artfisly
crept into that Couniry. On reading this, who could
reftrain the Fervency and Zeal with which he muft
be enflamed, for the Honour and Glory of this
_ancient and venerable Society. This it was that
Jed the Writer of this little Effay, to make all
poffible Efforts for their Defence, by imparting to
the Publick fome Refle@®ions by Way of Apology
for the Mafons, upon their being fo violently at-
tacked by the Magiftrates of Berne. But that the
* feveral Articles of this Ordonnance may by the
Reader be better examined one by one, and by
which he will be the better enabled to judge the
Force of the Reafons made ufe of againft it, made
it neceffary to infert the faid Ordonnance here at
Length, not deviating in the leaft from the Ori-
ginal. It is fet forth in thefc Words :

E the Aduoyer, the kittle and great Coun-

cil of the City and Republick of Berne,

make knowa to all Men by thefe Prefents 1 Having
learnt
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Tearnt that a cerfain Society, called Free-Mafonsy
fpreads itfelf every Day more 4nd more into all the
Cities and Towns under our Gévernment ; and
that the Perfons who have joined the faid Society,
are received under variousy fofemih Engagementsy
and even by Oath: Wherefore having ferioufly
refleCted upon the Confequences thereof, and con-
fidéred that fuch Meetings and Aflociations, are
dire&@ly contrary to' the fundamental Laws and
Contftitutions of our Country, and in particular to
tite Prote&ion rcquired on our Part to difcountes
nance anly Affemblies under our Guvernment,
without our Knowledge and exprefs Permiffion :
Moreover it has appeared to usy that if an effeltual
Remedy was not immediately taken, the Confequence of
that Neglect might be dangerous to the State. For
thefe Reafons, and through our paternal Affc&ion;
as much for the publick Good, as the private Ad-
vantage of all owr Citizens and Subjedts, we have
found it abfolutely necefiary to diffolve and totally
2bolith the faid Society, which we do by thefe Pre-
fents, and henceforth for ever we forbid, annul}
and.abolifh it in all our Territories and Diftri&s, to
all Perfons that now are, or fhall hereafter come
into our Dominions ; and we do in the firft Place
ordain and decree, that alf thofe, our Citizens-and
Subjeéts, who are altually known to be Prec-Mafms,
Sall be obliged immediately to abjure, by Oath, the
Engagements they have taken in the faid Society, before
the Bailiff or Officer of the Diftriét where they live,
without Dolay,- And a8 to-our Citizensand Subjeo;
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avhp actually are Free-Mafons, and not publickly
known to be fuch, and who neverthelefs at prefent
refide in our Domipions, or may hereafter come
under our QObedjence ; our Sovereign Will and
Pleafure is, that ‘thofe who thall be found in our
Dominions, thall be boynd to enounce their Obli-
gation in the Space of one Month from the Date
hereof ; and thofe who are abfent muft fubmit to
the fame Terms, to be reckoned from the Day of
their Return 3 not only to accufe themfelves, but
to abjure and renounce their Engagements ; thofe
who prefent themlelves in our capital City to the
reigning Adwyer 5 and in other Cmes, or in the
Country, to the Bailiff of the Place ; and from
them they fhall receive Affurances of Safety to
their Perfons, if they abjure and renounce. their Obli-
gations without delay, in the fame Form as all
Jother Mafons are oblnged to do,

Urow Failure-in any Part hereof, they fhall al
undergo the Punithment hereafter declared. But
40 the End that no Perfon fhall dare for the Time to
come to entice, tempt, follicit, or be fo enticed, tempted,
or follicited to engage himy or themfelves, into this faml
Siciety of Eree: Mafons, we have thought fit to or-
dain and decree as follows :

TraAT all ¢thofe Mafons who fhall hold their
Aflcmblies in.our Dominions, or who fhall entice,
tempt, or follicit others into theis Aflociations, as
well as all our Citizens and Subjeéls. in our Domix
mions, and elfewhere, as alfo thofe who have been

fet at Liberty, jhall tor the future frequent fuch
Affemblies,:
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Aflemblies, they fhall all and every of them be fube
je&ed to the Fine of 100 Crowns without Remif-
fion : and likewife be deprived of whatever Place,
Truft, Benefit, or Employment he fhall now hold;
and if they have no prefent Employment or Office,
fhall be rendered incapable of holding any fuch
for the Time to come, ‘

AnD touching the Place or Lodge, where this:

*Kind of Affemblies are held for the future, the
Perfon or Perfons, who fhall let or furnith them
with a Houfe, Room or Place for the holding of
fuch Lodge, fhall be fubje&ed to the fame Fine of
100 Crowns; one Third of which to the In-
formgr, one Third to the Baxlgf of the Place, and
one Third to the Hofpitals, or Fund of the Poar,
where fuch Affembly fhall be held. Let it be well
‘underftood that all Offenders who fhall leave our
Dominions, in order to {atisfy the Payment of the
faid Fine, fhall be banifhed from our Dominions
for ever, or till ¢hey fhall have paid the faid Fine ;
and fhall not return again till they have paid it,

_upon Pain of Death., We moreover referve, at
Pleafure, to punifth with more or lefs Rigor, ac-
cording to the Cafe of the Perfon fo rendering
himfelf up to our fovertign Pleafure, or thofe who,

. notwithftanding their Abjuration, fhall have again
entered into the Society, or frequent any of their
Aflemblies.

We do finally ardain and command, that all
our Baliffs and Min jim' of Fuftice, do caufe thefe
Prefents to be publithed in all Churches, and to be

fixed
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fixed up in the accuftomed Places, and fee that
“thefe our Commands are flrictly and faithfully
<xecuted, _
Given in our Great Cauncil the 3d of March,
_X745. .
IT is not intended to affert that Princes have no¢
the Right to forbid their Subje@s from entering
into any Society or Community, but really to fhew
the Contrary by uncxccptionable Arguments. All
‘Sovereigns have the Authority to determine the
Attions of their Subjefts, proyided they are by a
Neceffity, as well natural as moral, or by the fun-
" damental Laws of the Place, capable of an obvi-
wous Determination.” The Exercife of Mafonry,
then, comes not under the Number of thofe deter-
_minable A&ions, which by Neceflity or funda-
mental Laws, are exempted from the fovereign
“Authority. Princes may at as they think fit, with
Refpe& to the Exercife of Mafoary ; yet let it be
well noticed, that what is here afferted will oftener
accord with the abfolute Power of a Sovereign, than
with the common and natural Rights of Mankind
.and @tri& Juftice, which are frequently of a dire&t
«contrary Tendency. The Ordonnance of the
Canton of Berne, is not to be attacked on the Side
“of fovereign Power, but in the unjuft Motives,
Suppofitions and groundlcfs Imputations, that oc-
cafioned the over-hafly Magiftrates, to accomplifh
the Extirpation of the Fraternity. This Event
has however anfwered one falutary End, of clear-
? ing
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ing up the Integrity of the Mafons, and fetting
sheir Innocence .and Sufferings, their noble and
unexceptionable Demeanour, and other their ad-
mirable Deeds in a proper Point of View : Which
fhining Merits it fhould have been thought might
baveproduced the higheft Praife, inftead of unworthy
-and unjuftifiable Reproach, The Ordonnance fets
forth that if an effeélual Remedy was not immediately
taken, the Confequence of that Neglect might be dan-
gerous to the State. Is it poffible that the clear-
‘fighted Republicans of Berne could difcover fuch
grofs Ignorance, and afford their Countenance and
‘Attention to the mean and bafe Surmifes every
where induftrioufly propagated and ferved -up to
the higher Powers againft the Mafons ? What
dangerous Confequence could enfue, if they were
not afraid of the Fraternity’s flirring up Sedition
and Rebellion againft the Government? The Sup- -
pofition is worthy the Suppofers. The Abolithing
‘of fupreme Power, let it be exergifed by whomfo-
ever it will ; by Kings, or by particular Perfons,
Lords or Magiftrates invefied with fovereign Power,
.could tend to no other End than fubverting all
Order in Civil Soc:aty, create Confufion, and in-
volve the Country in Deftruétion. The State or
Governmcnt, fay the Enemies of Mafanry, ought
to examine narrowly into, and abolifh the Frater-
nity, becaufe it fpréads all over the World, and its
Members are united by Obligations, fo much the
more firang and durable, as they are the lefs expofed
10 open Day and vulgar Eyes, aWord can call them
together
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thgether, wound one and you maim the whele
Bbdy, one common Intereft unites them all as
Brethren ; their Myfteries muft then cover fome
Scheme for a Revolution, which muft be prevent-
ed: As they profefs an indifcriminate Obedience ta
their Grand-Mafter, and his Officers, all the World
is-threatned with being reduced to Slavery and
Bondage by them, if they are not immediately ex-
tirpated without Diftin&ion, Every one will
readily perceive the Folly and Impertinence of
thefe frivolous and pitiful Suggeftions ; as it requires
‘but a fmall Portion of common Senfe to difcern
both its Malice and Ignorance. :

Ir the Condu of the F raternity be examined,
' in every Place where they have yet been eftablithed,
it is utterly impoffible to fuppofe Mafonry o per-
nicious or fo deftru@ive in its Defigns and Ten-
dency ; and to have nothing in View but the Sub-
verfion of the civil Power, which they are ready
toown comes direitly from Almighty God. How
can it be thought credible that they thould admit
not only Magiftrates, but Noblemen, great Princes,
and even -crowned Heads to the Myfteries of an
Order, the End of which was only to fubvert and
deftroy their Power ? Can fuch a Thought as this
enter into the Mind of a Man endowed with one -
Grain of common Senfe ? It is not to be found in .
the earlieft Hiftories, from the firft E@ablifhment of
Mafonry to this Day, that they ever bore a Part in
the Intrigues and Troubles that have been the Fore-
sunaers of moft cruel Revolutions jn many King-

N doms
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doms and States of the World. Even in- England,
a Kingdom of all others the moft fubje& to thefe
Convulfions, the Fraternity always' appeared with
the greateft Luftre and Glory; yet fuch was the
Decorum they obferved there, that none can dif-
cern the leat Shadow or Pretence that might caufe
them to be fufpeted of what is called in that re-
nowned lfland party Faction ;. a Thing dire@ly
contrary to the Prefervation and Continuance of
that facred Tye which unites them all, upon their
becoming Brethren : From the fame Motwes it is,
that they are enjoined in all their Affemblies, on no
Account to fpeak of political Affairs, not-only that
no Umbrage may be given te the civil Powers, but
that no Diflenfions of that Kind may arife in the
Lodges, which has fown the Seeds of Difcord and
Hatred among the moft intimate Friends : Againft
this the Oath they. take is fo facred, that it is-held
as the moft heinous Crime to violate it. Who can
fufpe&t the Mafons of engaging in Plots, which
rarely have ended, but by bringing the moft
flourifhing Kingdoms to the Brink of Deftru&tion?
Surely neither the Religion nor Policy of a State or
Kingdom had fo often been fhaken, or fuch Seas of
Blood been fpilt, if thofe who governed had been

_Mafons, or at leaft had put in Praice what they
account as 2 Crime. Far from degrading the Au-
thority of Sovereigns, the Mafons always have been,
and ever will be, faithful, fteady, and zealous De-
fenders of it.

Froum
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From what has been faid, it muft appear plain-
ly, to all that will throw afide Partiality, and
- imaginary Prejudices, that the grave Magiftrates of
Berne, have been the moft miftaken of any People
in the World," in the Pretenfions of their Ordon-
nance, to think that any dangerous Confequences
could acrew to them from the Aflemblies of the
Mafons ; a Society who has no other Inteations than
to promote Peace, Love, Union and Harmony a-
mong all Men ; and who might have flattered them-
felves not only with being cordially received, but
protected in every State, as they propagated no-
thing but what would make every one happy, who
are willing to be fo. Another Article of the
Ordonnance runs'thus: A/ thofe who are altually
known for Free-Mafons, fball be obliged to abjure by
Oath the Engagements they have taken in the faid
Society. 'This Matter muft be clofely examined,
to fee if the Gentlemen of Berne had a Right to
pufh their ill Will to this great Extremity, and to
oblige their Subjects to take this unheard-of Step,
and accufe themfelves, which will appear the more
violent from the Confiderations that follow.

THE Reception or Initiation of a new Brother,
{is by an exprefs Agreement, made between the
Mafter of the Lodge, and the Perfon who requefts
to be admitted : By this Agreement or Compa&t,
not only the Lodge of which he is Mafter, but
alfo the whole Order of Free-Malons, acquire a
well grounded Right, which obliges this new made
Brother to an exact and faithful Oblervance of the

S N2 Laws
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Laws of the Fraternity, an‘d to fct his Hand there-
to; and allo not to commit.any A&ion that may
ever fo remotely tend to the Diferedit or Difgrace
of the Fraternity in general. This no Prince or
Magiftrate would ever have knowir, and in ‘couife
could not havedeprived them of ; but that the Ex-
ercife of Mafonry not being before inderdiéted,
enjoying not only in Berne, but in other Parts of
Switzerland, perfe€t Liberty and Freedom, ren-
dered it of no moment to make publick, The
Subje&s in becoming Mafons have not done any
T hing contrary to the Laws of the Ccuntry urder
whom they live, and of courfe, cannot, with the
leaft Appearance of Juftice, be taxed or punifhed
at all, not having committed any Crime. But to
force a Mafon to. abjure by Oath the folemn and
harmlefs Engagements he has entered into by his
own free Choice, and without Solicitation, would
be the moft fhameful Breach of human Liberty,
the fevereft Inflition, and greateft Difgrace that
ever befel a2 Mafon. No, Death itfelf would be
more welcome to him, than to be neceffitated to
commit fo bafe and foul an A&ion: And furely it
may be inferred, that the Magiftrates of Berme, can
never be fo cruel as toattempt putting this infernal
Article into Execution, it not being more con-

tradiGory to natural Juftice, than to the facred Ob-
fervance and only Tye among Men, an Oath. '
IT may be deemed fuperfluous to fay, that, @
voluntary Renounciation is the moft ridiculous Thing
that could be required of a Mafon. It is never-
thele(s
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thelefs fet forth, that they are not only to accufe
themfelves, but in Confequence of that Accufal or
‘Renounciation, they muft abjure their Engagements
without Delay, ~ A voluntary Renounciation is ac-
knowledging they have done wrong, or that they
‘have offended againft fome Laws of the Country.
Therefore in order to induce the Mafons to confefs
that they are in the wrong, the Canton of Berne
muft prove the Re&titudeé of their Proceedings from
Laws of more ancient Date, than their fuid gracious
Qrdonnance;; which they never will be able to do.
But to the End that no Perfon fbould dare to enter
into the Society of Free-Mafons, we ordain, &c.
THAT is to fay, the Magiftrates of Berne,
having been fo grievoufly mifinformed of the real
End and Defigns of the Fraternity, not to know
what was moft for their Welfare ; becaufe by their
Ordonnance they have deftroyed the Endeavours
‘which only tended to make their Subjeéts happy : -
Jealoufy and Envy have taken abfolute Pofeflion
of the Hearts of thefe Republicans, and carry with
them a moft cruel Chara&eriftick, becaufe they
facrificed an Advantage worthy of being envied,
and which many other Provinces received with
open Arms. They have ftrove hard that the hap- -
py Effe&@s attending their Subjects fhould be en-
joyed by Strangers. Inftead of repining at their
Condu&, the Fraternity without Regret, left
this favage and fcabby Country, the frightful
Mountains, and dreadful Precipices, to procure to
themfelves a more delightful and pleafant Retreat,
N3 - where
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where they may enjoy the Delights of Malonry,
true Peace, and the good Things of this Life,
without Difcontent or Perfecution. '
IT is grievous to be obliged to make thefe gentle
and condefcending Refle@ions : But they are our
Enemies, have put the Sword into our Hands, and
the Law of Nature dire@s every Man to defend
himfelf, when he is unjuftly attacked. The Li-
berty we profefs and avow makes us look upon the’
AfTaults of thefe Mifcreants with Contempt ; all
the Revenge we feek, for the injurious RefleGtions
they caft upon us, is to demean ourfelves every
where, fo as to gain the Efteem of all who chufe
to be guided by found Reafon. There really is
very little in the pompous Ordonnance worthy of
Notice, but what vanifhes in Smoak ; unlefs the
fwaggering Title feem to tell you the contrary.
Should it not feem to be a Work of more than ordi-
nary Wifdom againft the Mafons, fince the Magi-
ftrates of Berne were fo good as to let the World
know they had condemned what they never either -
faw or knew 3 that s to fay, a true Defcription of
Mafonry, and a Picure of a real Mafon ? They
muft then be indulged : It is to be hoped they will
not be offended at having the Portrait of a2 Ma-
fon drawn for them, to convince them, if pofs
fible, of the Error into which they have unfor-
tunatcly plunged themfelves. But.having ip the
Beginning of thefe Refle&tions given a d:ﬂa'nt
View of Mafonry, we fhall here trace out its

Effects upon the Condut of human Life. Ital-
ways
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ways affords inward Peace, but a Peace not in the
Ieaft tending to a carelefs Ina&ivity ; it is produc-
tive of the beft A&ions, preferving fuch an Even-
nefs and Tranquillity, under all difcouraging
Events, as Places them far above the little trifling
Incidents that affe& the human Race in their Pur-
fuits after Happinefs. They know that Bitternefs
and Remorfe of Confcience, ever attend the doing
Wrong, and are the greateft Reproach to the Pro-
bity they have ever maintained, and therefore en-
deavour to enlarge the good Condu& they fo rigidly
impofe, to avoid Reproach from their Enemies,
and to fhew that the Pra&ice of real Gocdnefs is
the only Thing that can make a good and true Ma-
fon. They are taught to hope moderately, to fuf-
fer patiently, to take Plealure in what they en.’
joy, to hope for little, and that little to be needful,
Their Duty is their good Will to Mankind : And
they live not fo much for themfelves as for others,
their efchewing Evil and doing Good exalts their
Underftandings, renders Pleafure more pleafureable,
and makes them more happy in Happinefs, and
lefs miferable in Trouble. Ina Word, if truly
noble Inftitutions, backed with all the Force and
Strength of Reafon, and refined Tafte, if that
which is folidly happy, and truly virtuous, deferves
any Praife, they have a juft Claim to it, in Spite
of the dirty Efforts of thofe mean and wicked
Perfons, the Fautors of Falfehood, who are eter-
nally -exclaiming againft the Vices, the Paffions
and Imperfections of Men, and are the firft to
- N 4 commit
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commit what they condemn, though nndcr the
Covering of puritanical Sanétity.

MasoNRY is the Daughter of Heaven: And
happy are thofe who embrace her ! By it, Youth
is pafled over-without Agitation, the middle Age
without Anxiety, and old Age without Remorfe.
Mafonry teaches the Way to Content, a Thing
almoft unknown to the greateft Part of Mankind,
In fhort, its ultimate Refort is to enjoy in Security
the Things that are, to reject all Medlers in State-
Affairs or Religion, or of a trifling Nature, to em-
brace thofe of real Moment, and worthy Ten-
dency, with Fervency and Zeal unfeigned, as fure
of beingunchangeable, asending in Happinefs. They
are Rich without Riches, intrinfickly poflefling all
defirable Good ; and in fhort have the lefs to with
for, by the Enjoyment of what they have. Li
berty, Peace and T'ranquillity are the only Obje&ts
worth their Efforts, Trouble, and Diligence.
Undifcerning Mortals think to procure thefe by
keaping up Riches; and Riches are the only Ob-
ftacles againft, what they with fo much Diligenge
and Induftry defire to attain. What is more com-~
mon than to fee Men argue lefs reafonably, when
they pretend to have moft Reafon? Is it reafonable
to be exclaiming at all Times, and in all Places, a-
gainft the Ficklenefs and Inftability of Fortune,
making idle and impertinent Refle®ions on paft
Events, and cither give themfelves up to continual
Murmuring for the prefent, or to the moft fright-
ful Apprehenfions for thc Time to come? The

" reafonable
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‘reafonable Man, it may be faid the good Mafon, is
contented in his Situation, finds his Temper fweet-
ned, and his Manners refined, happy in the Time
prefent, and thinks of the Time to come without
“any Dread of it ; he knows fo well how to enjoy
it, as not to.-be led away with empty and vague
Purfuits : Inftead of troubling the Publick with his
Thoughss and RefleQions, he only ftudies to ac-
complith the defirable End of publick Utility, by
privately inculcating every neceffary Duty. He
chufes ¢ Way of Life fuited to his Fortune, makes
Choice of Friends conformable to his own Charac-
ter ; and by alting thus, he gives no mean Proof of
" his Wifdom and Tafte of true Virtue, fo much
talked of, and fo {eldom found among thofe inean
and gloomy Souls, who think that the greateft
Piety confifts in making Scruples of all Kinds, in
having the holy Lear and hypocritical Cant of a
ftrait-laced Chriftian, who not having Difcern-
ment enough to fee any Thing as it fhould be,
~ would reprefent Almighty God, like themfelves,
for .ever with the Brand of Deftru&ion in his

Hand.
THE Mafons deteft this infernal Spirit, wifhing
nothing but Peace and Union to all Mankind,
“which’ together -with the Reitude of their Lives,
enables them to hope for all the Peace and Keft
that is to come. Stri& among themfelves, not
judging the Faults of others, regular and attcntive
to all neceffary Duties, modeft in Profperity, calin
in Adveﬁty, always 2s ready to be taugbt as to
N g teach
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_teach another, equally incapable of all Bafenefs,
ill-grounded Complaints, and above all Things, of
offending a Brother, fpeaking well of him, both pub-
lickly and privately, and doingall Things according
to the friceft Juftice. Suchis thetrue Mafon! fuch
Mafonry, it may he hoped not only in Switzer-
land, but every where upon the Face of the
Earth, where that noble Society is entertained !
O glorious Archite@ure! which never fails amply
to recompence all who attach themfelves to thee.
O delightful Society ! no greater Liberty can be on,
Farth than in thee, nor truer Peace and Content
than under thy Banners.

ONE of the nobleft Qualifications belonging to
Mafons, and the innocent Caufe of all the Perfe-
cutions and Reproaches they have fuffered, is Se-
crecy. Certain it is, that in condulling all
worldly Affairs, Secrecy is not only effential, but
abfolutely neceffary : The. Jtalian Proverb fays,
If you would live well and enjoy Peace, you muft be
deaf and dumb. The chief Aim and Principles
of the famous Philofopher Pythagoras was to bridle
the Tongue. We read that Demofihenes, who was
an Orator and Philofopher of exemplary Life and
great Authority, among his many good Qua-
Yities, was guilty of talking too much, ~which
obliged the Athenians one Day affembled in Coun-
cil, to affign him a Penfion, not for him to teach
Philofophy, but to make him hold his Tongue, in
order that his Chattering might not do more Mif-
chief, and treate more Mifundesftandings than the

: Citizens
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Citizens of Athens could ever re&ify. Princes,
States and Republicks ought then to efteem it a
Blefiing to have their Subje&s compleat Mafters
over that unruly Member the Tongue. In the
Affairs of Council, Silence is of the utmoft Im-
portance. It were to be wifhed that all Minifters
of State would pratife this excellent Virtue: I
wifh that they were Mafons, That Royal Art.
‘not only faithfully teaches how to conceal what is
properly called aSecret, but alfo to be fo difcreet in:
all Words and A&ions, that none fhall think it to
be fo ; or they cannot in order thereto walk
worthily by the Square and Compafs,
MosT of the fovereign Princes of Europe, and
- efpecially thofe of England and Germany, bave
admitted the Fraternity under their Prote&ion, and
do not refufe them what in Juftice they deferve,
- Encouragement and Countenance to all who pro-
fefs it in- their Kingdoms; feveral of them have
not difdained to become of the Fraternity, and
labour jointly with their Subje@s in' ereéting the
Edifice which was fo happily begun, This fhews
itfelf from the prodigious Number of Lodges
fpread all over the World. Not to be confined to
thofe of England and Framce, which are almoft
numberlefs, it will be fufficient here to mention
the furprizing Progrefs that Mafonry has made in -
Germany. 'The Germans being naturally teachable,
and ftrongly addi@ed to perfe@ themfelves in all
Arts and Sciences, it is no Wonder then that the
Fraternity have met with fo many zealous Advo-
Cates:
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cates amongft them. At Berlin Mafonry is ad-
vanced to the higheft Pitch of Splendor and Glory,
fupported by the generous Prote&ion, and all necef-
fary Aid, from His Majesty THE KinG OF ~
PRUS S IA4. The Mafons affemble there four
Times every Month, and work the Lodge alter-
nately in French and German. ‘The grand Enter-
tainment which the Mafons gave at Berlin in the
Year 1743 is a Proof to all Exrspe of the great
Regard paid to that venerable Body, by the Nobi-
lity, Gentry, and all Ranks and Degrees of Per-
fons, The Cities of Hamburgh, Leipfic, Drefden,
Breflau, Halle and Vienna have proved fafe Afy-
Jums for the illuftrious Brotherhood, and in Spite
of what happened in the latter, the Order is flill
fupported under the aufpicious Government of H1s
IMPERIAL MAJESTY.

His Serene Highnefs the Margrave of Branden-
burgh Bareith, himfelf in the. Year 1741 efta-
" blithed 2 Lodge in the Place of hisReﬁdcnce; and
the Inauguration was celebrated with amazing
Pomp and Magnificence. . At Frankfort on the
Alaine, is the great Lodge of the Union, cum-
pofed of the moft noble Perfonages 5 and at this
Time there is one of cqual Dignity eftablifiied at
Marburgh, in Heffe Caffel.  The Fraternity had a
Lodge conftituted at Bruffels in 1743, and cajied

it the Equity : They caufed a2 Medal to be ftruck,
which repreftnted on one Side a Heap of rough
Stoncs, with this Infcription, £gqua Lege fortitur In-
fignes & Imas : On the other Side appeared Silenus,
coverud
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covered with the Skin of a2 Wolf, full of Eyes and
Ears, and out of a Cornucopia, which he held in
one Hand, he poured out Squares, and other In-
ftruments of Mafonry. He lays the other Hand
upon his Mouth, with thefe Words Favete linguis ;
and a little lower, £quitas, Concordia; Virtus, which
are the three great Pillars of the Fraternity.

. LET any one judge, after fuch ample Proof,
whether the Condu& of the Magiftrates of Berne
can be juftified; and whether there is the leaft Ap-
pearance of Truth in their Suggeftions of danger-
ous Confequences to the State; or whether they had
any Authority to force the Mafons to abjure their
Engagements: On the contrary itbefpeaks the great-
eft Abfurdity toforce them to renounce the Society.
Every Man who judges impartially, or without be-
ing prejudiced againft the Mafons, will, without
Doubt, acknowledge the natural Piure of aPrince,
who onall Occafions has at Heart the Happinefs of his
Subjeéts,and who has been fo far from banithing the
Mafons his Dominions, that he finds himfelf bound
in Confcience to gain their Love, and prote& them
in all Things that depend on him. -

As much has been faid of the Injultice done the
Free-Mafons, it cannot be much out of the Way
to mention the Proceedings of the furious and hor-
rible Inquifition in Spain, Portugal, and lialy, which
in dire&t Oppofition to Reafon, Juftice, and Hu-
manity, endeavour to extort from Mafons the Se-
crets of their Art, by the moft cruel Torments,
and finally by Fire and Faggot. O what Inhu-

manity |
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manity ! Dare they in a chriftian Country attack

the' Innocent in fuch a Manner as Barbarians would

- look upon with Horror ! Falfe Devotees accuftom
themfelves to infufe into the Minds of the credu-

lous Multitude a baneful Poifon againft every

Thing that they imagine may affet their Reveries,

and particularly againft the moral Virtues, which

they only know by Theory : From them the Fra-

ternity may expe the moft dreadful Confequences.

Still full of ‘that blind Zeal, which flirred up the

frantick Pagans to perfecute the primitive Chrifti-

ans,-they think that Mafons muft be the like Vic-

tims to their Vengeance. It is from hence that

Rome, that tender Mother, who has often ufed

‘Barbarities to her beft Children, came to extend

' her Favours to the Mafons, who neither love
nor fear her Threats. She falfely perfuades her-
felf that in the Lodges of the Mafons, they no*
only a& contrary to good Manners, but com-
mit the moft enormous Crimes ; form Plots a-
gainft the Holy Church; and in fhort, that the
Lodge is the head Quarters of Satan, and the
Theatre of Atheifm. The Populace credit thefe
well-grounded Motives, and look no farther,
though it be trumpeted Abroad by the moft infernal
Calumniator, In the mean Time the Mafon quiet-
ly enjoys the Religion in which he was born;
is obliged to be faithful, juft and true to his
Country; and the Engagements he enters intodoes
not by any Means difpence with the Obligations
that he owes to God and his Sovereign : But this
Declara-
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Declaration will not appeafe our Enemies, they
require fomething more than being innocent of all
-the Charges alledged againft them. ‘
THE Secrets of the Fraternity then, being nei-
ther contrary to Religion, nor the Duty of Sub-
je&s to their Prince, nor in Truth to any Law
divine or human ; it muft then neceffarily follow,
that the wicked Suggeftions of thofe Incendiaries,
who, under the Similitude of a Mafon, reprefent the
moft horrid Monfter that ever exifted in human
Shape, are void of all Truth. In feekingfor the Se-
crets of the Fraternity thefe Men will forever feck in
vain : They who are curious to know them, and
have all the neceffary Qualifications for it; witha
general good Charalter, and being well recom-
mended, have only to become Mafons to know
all in a proper Length of Time ; they may depend
upon it, they will not be refufed. They who
have endeavoured to compel the Mafons by Force
to reveal the Secrets of their Art, at firft Sight, to
the Profane, would have them a&contrary to the
effential Nature of a Secret, becaufe when a Secret
is made known it is no longer fuch. The Inquifi-
tion, that horrible Tribunal that has too often made
the Innocent tremble, have found all their Gallies,
Engines and Tortures to be without Effe& ; they
never will meet with a Mafon bafe enough to be-
tray his Truft, and to buy his Liberty, and even
Life, at the Expence of Honour and Remorfe of
Confcience. No Man ever, fuppofe him as wicked
as you will, *has revealed the Secrets of Mafonry, or
' ever
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ever will reveal them, They do not fear being
confuted in this Point. Every Thing publifhed
with Regard to the Secrets of Mafonry are mere
Chimeras and ridiculous Fancies, The publick feek

~ after Words and Signs.  Thefe ingenious Gentle-

men gratify that itching Curiofity by patching up
fome'quaint Conceits, which may be true for what
they know to the Contrary, the better to impofe on
miftaken Credulity ; and moreover to anfwer a
much more neceffary End of putting the long
wanted Penny into their Pockets. All the Strata-
gems made ufe of to entrap the unwary Mafon, if
any fuch there be, will for ever be fruitlefs, becaufe
it is as impoflible to accomplifh it, as to pufh the
Moon out of its Sphere.

But what is really wonderful, and what will
render the Glory of the Fraternity immortal, is,
that all thefe pretended Revealers themfelves, do
them the Juflice to give a tolerable clear Idea of
their Manners, their Duty to Princes, and their Re-
motenefs to cvery Thing that might create Difcord
among Mankind : Tho’ all this had been owned
and publifhed by the Mafons ; yet the Revealers
found the Way of making it be believed. Tho’
Inrocence is a biitc: ¥ ot, it never fails of pro-
ducing fweet and duiicicus Fruit, © The Wrongs
which it endures tends to itsGlory in the End; the

“Troubles which it undergoes end in Joy; the Load

of Injuftice produces Praife, and every Means
made ufe of for its Deflru&ion, renders the Over-
coming of all the more triump\ba_nt, Supported

by
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by Patience and- Hope, and divine Juftice to plead
its Caufe, all the Malice, and all the Efforts of
wicked and defigning Men, but tend to raife it o
much the higher in Glory. As the Application is
eafy, the candid and unprejudiced Reader is left to
his Refle@ions thereon.

THERE remains no more to be faid, butasa
good Mafon to offer

A PRAYER.

‘ HAT the great Archite& of the Univerfe,

the All-knowing, Almighty and Eternal
God, who hath made us Mafons, would through
his Grace and Mercy to Mankind, pardon and
forgive our Enemies, and bring them to a Senfe of
their Errors, and take from them thofe fatal Pre-
judices with which they bar their Breafts againft
the Force of Truth, and fortify themfelves in
Darknefs, Ignorance and Falfehoad, to the End
that the Workers in the great Work, in whatfo-
ever Part of the Earth they may be fcattered, may
not only magnify thy great and glorious Name, O
Jebovah, but may be faved from all Troubles and
Perfecutions; that the glorious Stru&ture may arrive
at the Helght of heavenly Perfeétion.

The
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HE chief Pleafures of Society, wiz. good
Converfation, and the confequent Improve-
ments, are rightly prefumed, Brethren, to be the
principal Motive of our firft entering into, and
then of propagating our Craft, wherein thofe Ads
vantages, I am bold to fay, may be better met
with, than in any Society now in being; provided
we are not wanting to ourfelves, and will but con-
fider, that the Bafis of our Order is indiffoluble
- . Friendthip,

‘
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Friendthip, and the Cement of it Unammxty and
Bibtherly Love.

THAT thefe may always fubfift in this Society,
is the fincere Defire of every worthy Brother ;
and, that they may do fo in full Perfc&ion here;
give me Leave to lay before you a few Obfervati-
ons, whereip are pointed out thofe Things, which
are the molt likely to difcompofe the Harmony of
Converfation, efpec:ally when it turns upon con-
troverted Points. It is, Brethren, a very delicate
Thing to intereft one’s felf in a Difpute, and yet -
preferve the Decorum due to the Occafion. To
affitt us a little in this Matter, is the Subje& of
what I have at prefent to offer to your Confidera-
tion ; and, I doubt not, but the bare Mention of
what may be difagreeable in any Kind of Debate,
will be heedfully avoided by a Body of Gentle-
men, united by the Bonds of Brotherhood, and
under the ftriteft Tyes of mutual Love and For-
bearance. ,

By the outward Demeanor it is, that the inward
Civility of the Mind is generally exprefled ; the
Manner and Circumftance of which, being much
governed and influenced by the Fathion and Ufage
of the Place where we live, muft, in the Rule and
Prallice of it, belearned by Obfervation, and the
Carriage of thofe who are allowed to be Polite and
Well-bred.  But the more eflential Part of Ci-
vility lies decper than the Outfide, and is that
general Good-will, that decent Regard, and per-
fonal hﬂcem for every Man, which makes us cau-

tious
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tions of fhewing in our Carriage toward him any
Contempt, Difrefpe& or Negle@. ’Tis a Difpo-
fition that makes us ready on all Occafions to ex-
prefs, according to the ufual Way and Fafhion of
Addrefs, a Refpe@, a Value and Efteem for him,
fuitable to his Rank, Quality and Condition in
Life. It is, in a Word, a Difpofition of the
Mind, vifible in the Carriage, whereby a Man
endeavours to fhun making another uneafy in his
Company. . )
For.the better avoiding of which, in thefe our
Conyentions, fuffer me, Brethren, to point out to
you four Things, dire&ly contrary to this the moft
proper and moft acceptable Conveyance of the
Social Virtues, from fome one of which, Incivility
will generally be found to have its Rife, and of
~ Confequence that Difcord and Want of Harmony
in Converfation, too frequently to be obferved.
Tue fik of thefe is a NATURAL
ROUGHNESS, which makes a Man un-
complaifant to others ;. fo that he retains no De-
ference, nos has any Regard to the Inclinations,
Temper or Condition of thofe he converfes with.
*Tis the certain Mark of a Clown, not to mind
what either pleafes or offends thofe he is engaged
with. And yet one may fometimes meet with a
Man in clean and fathionable Clothes, giving an
abfolute, unbounded Swing to his own Humour
herein, and fuffering it to joftle or overbear every
Thing that ftands in its Way, with a perfe&t In-
difference how People have Reafon to take it
This
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This is a Brutality every one fees and abhors, It
is what no one can approve or be eafy with, and
therefore it finds no Place with-thofe who have any
Tin&ure of Good-breeding ; the End and Defign
of which is, to fupple our natural Stifnefs, and to
foften Mens Tempers, that they may bend and-
accommodate themfelves to thofe, with: whom
they have to do.

- CONTEMPT is the fecond Thing incon-
fiftent with Good-breeding, and is intirely averfe
toit. And if this Want of Refpect be difcovered,
either in a Man’s Looks, Words, or Gefture, come
it from whom it will, it always brings Uneafinefs
and Pain along with it: For no Body can: con-
tentedly bear to be flighted.

A" T HIR D Thing of the like Nature is
CENSORIOUSNESS, or a Difpofition to
find Fault with others. Men, whatever they are
guilty of, would not chufe to have their Blemithes
difplayed and fet in open View. Failings always
carry fome Degree of Shame with them ; and the
Difcovery, or even Imputation of any Defe&, is
not born by them without Uneafinefs.

RALLERY muft be confefled to be the
- moft refined Way of expofing the Faults of others ;
and, becaufe ’tis commonly done with fome Wit,
in good Language, and entertains the Company,
People are apt to be led into a Miftake, that where
it keeps within fair Bounds, there is no Incivility
inif. The Pleafantry of this Sort of Converfation
introduces it often therefore among People of the

5 . better
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better Sort ; and fuch Talkers, it muft be owned, are
well heard, and generally applauded by the Laughter
of the Standers-by: But it ought at the fime Time
to be confidered, that the Entertainment of the
Company is at the Coft of the Perfon, who is painted
in burlefque Chara&ters, who therefore cannot be
without fome Uneafinefs on the Occafion, unlefs
the Subje&, on which he is rallied, be Matter of
Commendation; in which Cafe the pleafant Images,
which make the Rallery, carrying with them
Praife as well as Sport, the rallied Perfon finding
his Account in it, may alfo take a Pait in the
Diverfion. _
BurT in regard the right Management of fo nice
a Point, wherein the leaft Slip may. fpoil all, is not
every Body’s Talgnt, it is better, that fuch as
would be fecure of not provoking others, fhould
~ wholly abftain from Rallery, which by a fmal]
Miftake, or wrong Turn, may leave upon the
Mind of thofe, who are ftung by it, the Jafting
Memory of having been fharply, though wittily,
taunted, for fomething cenfureable in them,
CONTRADICTION is alfo a Sort of
Cenforioufnefs, wherein Ill-breeding much too
often fhews itfelf. Complaifance does not require,
that we fhould admit of all the Reafonings, or
filently approve of all the Accounts of Things,
that may be vented in our Hearing. The oppofing
the ill-grounded. Opinions, and the rectifying the
Miftakes of others, is what Truth and Charity

fometimes require of us ; nor does Civility forbid,
(o
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fo it be done with proper Caution and due Care of
Circumftance. But there are fome Men, who
feem fo perfely poffefled, as it were, with theSpirit
of Contradiétion and Perverfenefs, that they fteadi-
ly, and without Regard either to Right or Wrong,
oppofe fome one, and perkaps every one of the Com-
pany, in whatfoever is advanced. This isfo evident
and outrageous a Degree of Cenfuring, that none
<can avoid thinking himfelf injured by it.

AvrL Sort of Oppofition to what another Man
fays, is fo apt to be fufpe@ed of Cenforioufnefs, and
is fo feldom received without fome Sort of Humili-
ation, that it ought to be made in the gentleft
Manner, and couched in the fofteft Expreflions
that can be found, and fuch as, with the whole
Deportment, may exprefs, no Forwardnefs to con-
tradi®.  All poflible Marks of Refpe& and Good-
will ought to accompany it, that whilft we gain
the Argument, we may not lofe the good Inclina-
tions of any that hear, and efpecially of thofe,
who happen to differ from us.

AND here we ought not to pafs by an ordinary,
but a very great Fault, that frequently happens in
almoft every Difpute ; I mean that of interrupting
others, while they are fpeaking. Thisis a Failing,
which the Members of the beft regulated Confra-
ternities among us, bave endeavaured to guard a-
gainft, in the By-laws of their refpeive Societies,
and is what-the R. W, Perfon in the Chair (hould
principally regard, and fee well put in Execution,
Yet as it is an ill Pra&ice, that prevails much in

the
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the World, and efpecially where lefs Care is taken;
it cannot be improper to offer a Word or two a-
gainft it here.

THERE cannot be a greater Rudenefs than to
interrupt another in the Current of his Difcourfe :
For if it be not Impertinence and Folly to anfwer
a Man, before we know what he has to fay ;-yetis
it a plain Declaration, that we are weary of his
Difcourfe ; that we difregard what he fays, as
judging it not fit.to entertain the Society with ;
and is in Fa& little lefs than a downright defiring
that Ourfelves may have Audience, who have
fomething to produce, better worth the Attention
of the Company. As this is no ordinary Degree
of Difrefpe, it cannot but give‘always very great
Offence, :

THe fourth Thing, Brethren, that is againft
Civility, and therefore apt to overfet the Harmony
of Converfation, is CAPTIOUSNESS. And
it is fo, not only beeaufe it often produces mifhe-
coming anrd provoking Expreffions and Behaviour
in a Part of the Company, but becaufe it is a tacit
Accufation and a Reproach for fomething ill taken,
from thofe we are difpleafed with. Such an Inti-
mation, or even Sufpicion, muft always be uneafy
to Society : And as one angry Perfon is fufficient
to difcompofe a whole Company ; for the Genera-
lity, all mutual Happinefs and Satisfaltion ceafes
therein, on any fuch Jarring. ‘This Failing theres
fore fhould be guarded againft with the fame Care,
as either the boifterhus Rufticity, and infinuated

Comtempt,
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Contempt, or the ill-natured Difpofition to Cen-
fure, already confidered and difallowed of. Foras
Peace, Eafe and Satisfalion are what contftitute the
Pleafure, the Happinefs, and are the very Soul of
Converfation ; if thefe be interrupted, the Defign
of Society is undermined, and in that Circum-
ftance, How fhould brotherly Love continue 2
Certain it is, that unlefs good Order, Decency and
Temper be preferved by the Individuals of Society,
Confufion will be introduced, and a Diffolution
will naturally, very quickly, follow. ’

W HAT therefore remains is to remind thé Bre-
thren, that the Mafons have ever been Lovers of
Order. It is the Bufinefs of their particular Pro-
feflion to reduce all rude Matters to Truth. Their
Aphorifms recommend it. The Number of their
Lights, and the declared End of their coming tu-
gether intimate the Frame and Difpofition of Miud,
wherewith they are to meet, and the Manner of
their Behaviour when affembled.

SHaALL it then ever be faid, that thofe, who by
Choice are diftinguithed from the Grofs of Man-
kind, and who voluntarily have enrolled their
Names in this moft ancient and honourable Society,
are fo far wanting to themfelves-and the Order
they profefs, as to negle&t its Rules? Shall thofe
who are banded and cemented together, by the
ftriteft Ties of Amity, omit the Pralice of For-
bearance and brotherly Love ? Or fhall the Paf-
fions of thofe Perfons ever become ungovernable,
who affemble purpofely to fubdue them ?

0]

We



2go  The HisTorv o -

WE are, let it be confidered, the Succeflors of
thofe, who rear’d a Stru&ure to the Honour of
Almighty God, the Grand Archite& of the World,
which for Wifdom, Strength and -Beauty, kath
never yet had any Parallel. We are intimately
related to thofe great and worthy Spirits, who-have
‘ever made it their Bufinefs and their Aim to im-
prove themfelves, and to inform Mankind. Let
us then copy their Example, that we may alfo hope
_ to obtain a Share in their Praife. This cannot
pofiibly be done in a Scene of Diforder : Pearls
are never found but when the Sea is calm ; and
filent Water is generally deepeft.

IT bas been long, and ftill is, the Glory and
Happinefs of this Society, to have its Intereft
efpoufed by the Grreat, the Noble and the Honoured
of the Land. Perfons, who, after the Example
of the Wileft and the Grandeft of Kings, efteem it
neither Condefcenfion or Difhonour to patronize
and encourage the Profeflors of the Craft. Itis
our Duty, in Return, to do nothing inconfiftent
with this Favour ; and being Members of this
Body, it becomes us to at in fome Degree fuitable
to the Honour we recéive from eur illuftrious Head.

Ir this be done at our general Meetings, every
good and defirable End will very probably be pro-
moted among us. The Craft will have the Ad-
vantage of being governed by good, wholefome
and difpaffionate Laws : The Bufinefs of the Grand
Lodge will be fmootbly and effeCtually carried on :
Your Grand Officers will communicate their Sen-

$iments,
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timents, and receive your Opinions and Advice
with Pleafure and Satisfa&ion : Particular Societies
will become fill more regular, from what their
Reprefentatives fhall obferve here. In a Word,

~ true and ancient Mafonry will flourith ; and thofe
that are without, will foon come to know, that
there are more fubftantial Pleafures to be found, as
well as greater Advantages to be reaped, in our
Society, orderly condu&ed, than can poffibly be
met with in any other Bodies of Men, how mag-
nificent foever their Pretenfions may be. For
none can be fo amiable as that which promotes
brotherly Love, and fixesthat as the grand Cement
‘of all our A&ions ; to the Performance 'of which
we are bound by an Obligation, both folemn and
awful, and that, entered into by our own free and

" deliberate Choice; and as it is to diret our Lives
and A&ions, it can never be too often repeated,
nor too frequently inculcated.
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HE principal Intention in forming Socie-

ties is undoubtedly the uniting Men in the
ftri@er Bands of Love ; for Men confidered as
focial Creatures, muft derive their Happinefs from
each other: Every Man being defigned by Provi-
dence to promote the Good of others, as he ten-
ders his own Advantage ; and by that Intercourfe
to fecure their good Offices, by being, as Occafion
may offer, ferviceable unto them, ,
’ CHRISTI-
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{CHRISTIANITY in general (for I now enter
notupon the melancholy Divifions fo rife among us)
never circumfcribes our Benevolence within the
narrow Confines of Nature, Fortune, Profit, or
perfonal Obligation. What I would advance is
this : That we reftrain not our Love to our next
Neighbour only, this being meerly a Point of
Conveniency—Nor to our Acquaintance folcly, this
being the Effe& of Inclination purely to gratify
ourfelves—W'e are not to carefs our Friends only,
becaufe Gratitude and common Juftice require
even that at our Hands—Nor yet thofe efpecially
from whom we expe@ to receive Benefit, for this
Intereft and Policy will prompt us to——Nor our
Relations only, for this the Ties of Blood and meer
Nature di®ate—Nor is our Love and Charity
limited to them particularly who are of thefame
Church or Opinion with us: For by the very
famc Reafon that we are induced to believe our-
felves in the Right, they may imagine themfelves
fo too; and what we may judge to be a Perfection
among ourfelves, they may condemn as a Blemith.
Be it fo then : That in fome Points, or rather
Modes of Worfhip, we may differ or diffent from
each other, yet ftill the L O D G.E reconciles even
thefe—T here we all meet amicably, and converfe
fociably together—T here we harmonize in Princi-
ples, though we vary in. Pun&ilios—There we join
in Qunverfation, and intermingle Interefts—T here
we difcover no Eftrangement of Behaviour, nor
Alienation of Affeltion—We ferve one another

03 moft
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moft readily in all the kind Offices of a cordial
Friendfhip. Thus are we united, though diftin-
guithed : United in the fame Grand Chriftian
Fimdamentals, though diftinguithed by fome Cir-
cumflantials : United in one important Band of
Brotherly Love, though diftinguifhed by fome Pecx-
liarities of Sentiment.

Freepom of Opinion thus indulged, but ity
Points never difcuffed, is the happy Influence under
which the Unity of this truly Ancient and Homoura-
ble Society has been preferved, from Time imme-
morial. And whoever is an Upright Mafom, cin
neither be an Atheift, Deift, or Libertine. For
he is under the ftriGeft Obligation to be a good
Man, a true Chriftian, and to a& with Honour:
and Honefly, however diftinguifhed by different
Opinions in the Circumftantials of Religion, Up-
on which Account MASONRY is bécome the
Center of Union, and the Means of conciliating
Friendfhip among Men that might have otherwife
remained at perpetual Diftance ; caufing them ta
love as Brethren, as Heirs of the fame Hope, Par-
takers of the fame Promifes, Children of the fame
God, and Candidates for the fame¢ Heaven.

WE read that when Tertullus pleaded againit
St. Paul, that the chief Accufation whereon he
founded his Plea, was, bis being Ringleader of the
Se&t of the Nazarenes—and this Sec? (faid the Jews)
swe know that every where it is [poken agaijt. And
wherefore was this Se& fo fpoken againft? Wasit

from any Evil they knew of its Profeffors ¢ Or from .
< . meer
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meer Ignorance or blind Prejudice ? We find no-
thing of the former, but undoubted Proof of the
latter. And this I take to be pretty much our
Cafe, in Refpe@ to Mafinry—as flowing from the
fame corrupted Principles. I have had the Honour .
of being a Member of this Ancient and Honoura-
ble SoctET ¥ many Years, have fuftained many of
Its Offices, and can, and do aver, in this facred
Place, and before the Grand ARCHITECT of the
Horld, that I never could obferve ought therein,
but what was juftifiable and commendable ac- -
cording to the ftri¢teft Rules of Society. This
being founded on the Rules of the Gofpel, the
doing the Will of God, and the fubduing oar Paffi-
ens, and highly conducing to every facred and
focial Virtue, But not to infift on my own Ex-
periences, the very Antiguity of our Conflitution
furnifhes a fufficient Argument to confute all Gain-.
fayers. For no Combination of wicked Men, for

a wicked Purpofe, ever lafted long, The Wantof
Virtue, on which mutual Truft and Confidence is
founded, foon divides and breaks themn to Pieces.
Nor would Men of unqueftionable Wifdom, known
Integrity, ftriék tlonour, undoubted Veracity, and
good Senfe (though they might be trapan’d into a
-foolifh or ridiculous Society, which could pretend
to 'nothing valuable) ever continue in it, (as all the-
World may fee they have done, and now do) or
contribute toward fupporting and propegating it to
Pofterity.— i

O 4 : As
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As to any ObjeCtion that have been raifed a-
gainft thisSociety, they are as ridiculous as they are
groundlefs :—For what can difcover more egregi-
ous Folly in any Man, than to attempt to viifie
what he knows nothing of ? At that Rate, he may
with equal Juftice abufe or calumniate any Thing
elfe that he is unacquainted with—But there are
fome peculiar Cuftoms among us ; furely thefe can
be liable to no Cenfure: Hath notevery Society fome
Peculiarities, which are not to be revealed to Men
of different Communities ?—But fome among us
behave not fo well as might be expe@ed: We fear
this is too true, and are heartily forry for it, let us
therefore every one try to mend one : But even this
Objection is of no Weight with a Man of Inge-
nuity and Candour. For if the Unworthinefs of a
Profeflor, cafts a Refle&ion upon the Profeflion, it
may be inferred by Parity of Reafon, that the Mif-
condu& of a Chriftian, is an Argument againft
Chriftianity. Bat this is a Conclufion which I
prefume no Man will allow, and yet it is no more
than what he muft fubfcribe to, who is fo unrea-
fonable as to infift on the other.

Uron the Whole then, it appears that the Rules
of this Society have a dire® Tendancy to render
Converfation agreeable, as well as innocent ; and
fo to influence our Praétice, as to be ufeful to others;
and profitable to ourfelves; for to continuein Amity,
and maintain a fair Correfpondence, to be difpofed
‘reciprocally to all Offices of Humanity, and to a&

upon mutual Terms of Benevolence, which are the
Chara&er-
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Chara&erifticks of Chriftianity, are likewife the
Cement of this Society. And how good it is to
affift, comfort, and relicve the Opprefled, I need
notnow obferve, Nor is it lefs obvious, how pleafant
it is to contribute to the innocent Delight, and pro-
mote the lawful Advantage of one-another ; and al-
tways to converfe with Security without any the leaft
Sufpicion of fraudulent, injurious, or malicious
Pra&ices.

Now, in order to cherifh and promote thisTar-
mony within Doors and without, let us firft lay
hold on the fureft Means to ftop the Mouth of De-
tradlion, by endeavouring to lead a pure and un-.
blemifhed Life. Let us confider, my Brethren, that
not the Reputation of one only but that of the whole
Society is affeCted by a Brother’s MifbeHaviour: Tn-
vefted as we are with that diftinguithing BADGE,
which at this Day is the Glory of the greateft Po-
tentates upon Earth, we fhould fcorn to aét beneath
the Dignity of our Profeflion. Letusthen walé wor-
thy of our Vecation, 2nd do honour to our Profeffion.

LET us rejoice in every Opportunity of ferving
and obliging each other, for then, and only then,
are we anfwering the great End of our Iafticution.
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, oblige us not only
to be compaffionate and benevolent, but to admi-
nifter that Relief and Comfort, which the Condi=
tion of any Member requires, and we can beftow
" without manifeft Inconvenience to ourfelves. No
artful Diffimulation of Affe&ion canever be allowed
among thofe, who are upon a Level, nor can Per-
Ogs fons,

N
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fons, who live within Compafs, aét otherwife than
upon the Square, confiftently with the Golden Rule,
of doing as they would be dome by, For among us,
every one is, or fhould be another Self : So that he
that hates another muft neceflarily abhor himfelf
alfo: He that prejudices another, injures his own -
Nature ; and he that doth not relieve a diftrefled
Brother ftarves a Member of his own Body ; but
then this Relief is not to be beftowed upon the idle, -
indolent, and extravagant ; but upon the unfor-
tunate, induftrious, fuccefslefs Brother.

LeT us next remember the Regulations of this
Society are calculated not only for the Prevention of
Enmity, Wrath, and Diflenfion ; but for the Pro-
motion of Love, Peace and Friendfhip ; then here
furely Converfation muft be attended with mutual
Confidence, Freedom, and Complacency. He who
neither contrives Mifchief againft others, nor fu-
fpe&ts any againft himfelf, has his Mind always fe-
rene, and his Affe&ions compefed, All the human
Faculties rejoice in Order, Harmony, and Proportien ;
by this our Society fubfifts, and upon this depends
its Wifdom, Strength, and Beauty. Lt therefore no
narrow Diftin&ions difcompofe this goodly Frame,
or difturb its Symmetry. But when good and worthy
Men offer themfelves, let them ever have the firft
Place in our Efteem. But as for the Abettors of
Atheifm, Irreligion, Libertinifm, Infidelity, let us
in the Words of the Prophet fhake our Hands from
them, juft asa Perfon would do, who happens to have
Burning-coals or fome venomous Creature faftcmng'

, upon
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upon his Fleth, Ia fach a Cafe none would ftand a
Moment to confider; none would debate with him-
felf the Expediency of the Thing ; but inftantly
fling of the pernicious Incumbrance ; inftantly en-
deavour to difengage Nimfelf from the clinging
Mifchief: So fhould every upright Mafon from fuch.
perilous falfe Brethren.

THERE is one eflential Property which belongs-
to our Craft, which had liked Yo have flipped me,
and which, howéver condemned, is highly worthy-
of all Lpplaufe ; and that is Secrecy.-~ All that.
thould be difclofed of a Lodge is this, that in our
Mecetings we are all good-natured, loving and chear-
ful one with another. But what are thefe Secrets
Why, if a Brother in Neceflity fecks Relief, it is-
an inviolable Secret, becaufe true Charity vaunteib-
not itfelf. 1f an overtaken Brother be admonitheds.
itis in Secret ; becaufe Charity is kind. If poflibly
little Differences, Ieuds, or Animofities thould in-
vade our peaceful Walls, they are fill kept fecret,.
. for- Charity fuffereth lmg, is not eafily provoked,
thinketh no Evil.—Thefe and many mdre (weuld:
Time permit) which I could name, are the Em-
bellithments thatemblazon the Mafon’s Efcutcheon. .
And as a further Ornament, let usadd that aroma-
tic Sprig of Caffia, of letting our Light fo fhine before
Men, that they may fee our gosd Works 5 and that
wheréas they [peak againft us as evil Doers, they may
by our gosd Works, which they fball bebold, glorify.
God,

A
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CHARGE

l .
Delivered to a

ConsTiITuTED LODGE
O F

Free and Accepted MASO NS,

At the King’s-Arms, in Helfton, Cornwall,
on Tuefday, April 21, Anmo Dom. 1752,
V. A. L. 575.a.

Friends and Fellow- Brethren,

S I have the Honour of being diftinguifhed

: by a Badge of Office in this regularly con-
ftituted Lodge, I have made Choice of this Op-
portunity to aflure you that I will ufe my beft En-
deavours to execute the Truft which you have re-
fed in me with Freedom, Fervency and Zeal:
And here 1 beg the Favour of your Attention for 2
few. Minutes, whilg 1 exhort you to confider witha
“becoming

-



The HisToRrY, 8. 301

becoming Serioufnefs fome ufeful Hints which
. concern all of us. And firft, I beg Leave to recom-
mend an unwearied Diligence and Affiduity in the
great Work wherein you are immediately con-
cerned, to be upon your Guard at all Times, and
on all Occafions, efpecially before Strangers, who
will certainly watch every Opportunity to extra&
from you that Secret which has for Ages and Ge-
nerations been hid from thofe who are unqualified
to receive it. Tl.2 proper Obfervance and diligent
Execution of this Part of your Duty will recom-
mend you to the Notice of the World in general,
and the Regard of this Lodge in particular.

Be ye alfo careful, my Brethren, to avoid every
A&ion which has the leaft Tendency to brand you
with the odious Name and Charaer of a covetous
Man, which our holy Brother the Apoftle Pax/ has
with great Reafon declared tobe Idolatry: For what, .
my Brethren, can be expe€ted from the Man who
makes Gold hisHope, and placeshis Confidence in
his Riches ? What! but that he will be deaf to the
Cries of the deftitute Orphan, and Intreaties of
‘the diftrefled Widow ? Let the contrary Difpofi-
tion prevail with us, and let not our Charity be
circumfcribed with a narrow Circle ; but like that
glorious Luminary which opens the Day, difpenfe
its kindly Influence to all around us. Indeed, if
we are good Mafons, we cannot be capable of
abufing the Means with which Providence has fup-
plied us to do Good unto all Men, as Opportunity
fhall offer, and in a more efpecial Manner the

5 . Miferable
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Miferable and Diftrefled. Thefe are Obje&s which
not only deferve our Commiferation, but ale claim
Relief at our Hands: Let the grand Principles of
brotherly Love, Relief and Truth at all Times .
diftinguith us in the World, and ever prevail a-
mongft us. This compaflionate Temper cannot
fail of obtaining the Love and Efteem of all good
and wife Men ; and what is of infinitely greatey
Importance, the Approbation of that gracious Be-
ing whofe Favour is better than Life.

LeT us alfo be refolutely fixt in the great Duty
of Sobriety, and not fuffer Liquor to get the Afcen-
dancy of ourReafon : It is Reafon, my Brethren, in-
forms us that we are Creatures every Way adapted
to, and fitted for Society ; and that God has given
us Knowledge and Underftanding fuperior to other
Beings on this habitable Globe, who all tend by a
natural Impulfe to anfwer in their refpeive Spheres
the End of their Creation ; and fhall the Creatures
thus fulfil, with the greateft Regularity, the dif-
ferent Purpofes to which Providence affigned them?
- And Man, the Glory of this lower World, per-
vert the gracious Defigns of his Creator in ap-
pointing proper Liquids to fatisfy his Thirft, and
exhilerate his Heart, by abufing the Means, and
forgetting the End of their Appointment, ufe them
beyond the Bounds of Moderation, and thereby
render himfelf equal, I had almoft faid inferior,
even to the beaftly Swine ? Did we but rightly
and ferioufly confider the many Mifchiefs to which

this Vice expofeth us, we fhould certainly be very
: cautious
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cautious of drinking to Excefs, well knowing the
fatal Confequences which attend it, that it lays our
Reafon afleep, and roufes the many, too often, pre-
dominant Paflions which difturb the Mind of Man.
AnD whilft we are careful to avoid the fhameful
Sin of Drunkennefs, let us at the fame Time re-
member that we are in Duty bound to abftain from
another Vice, which is too common in the prefent
Age; I mean the deteftable Praltice of Swearing
by, and invoking the folemn Name of the great
and glorious God on the moft trifling Occafions,
This Vice, my Brethren, has not one Motive or
Inducement, that I know of, to fupport the Prac-
tice of it. Is it pra&ifed by the great Vulgar ? Itis
forbid by the pofitive Command of an Almighty
God, who is ever jealousof his Honour, and will not

hold any guxltlefs who taketh his holy Name in vain.
This Vice is a Scandal to Society, and degrades the
Man below the Level of the brutal Tribe, who all
join with the feathered Choir in the Praifes of their
great Creator. Let us therefore keep a conftant
Watch upon the Door of our Lips. Let us, if
it be poffible, live peaceable with all Men ; let us
keep our Paffions in conftant Subje&ion ; by this
Means, we fhall be enabled to demonftrate to the
World that we are good Men and true, that we
aim at no other Chara&er than that of Piety to-
wards (God, and unfeigned Love to one another.
Love, my Brethren, is the Bond’of Perfetnefs, it
is this divine Temper which enables us to preferve
the Umty of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, and
makes
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makes us like him, who is the pure and inexhaufti-
ble Fountain of it. Stand faft in one Spirit, and
be perfe@tly joined together in the fame Mind,
and in the fame Judgment ; let us confider that
this is a Duty incumbent on us, that it is recom-
mended to our Notice and Imitation by our great
Leader and Exemplar, who came to feek and to
fave that which was loft, and laid-down his Life
even for his Enemies. What a powerful Motive
and Inducement have we in this unparalleled In-
ftance of divine Love opened to our View for our
Inftru&ion and Government in thisState of Trial !

unto which we fhall do well if we take Heed as

“unto 2 Light fhining in a dark Place. And I hope
there is not one Member of this Community who
does not endeavour to the utmoft of his Power to

difcharge this Duty as it behoves every good and

‘wife Man ; and that there are not .any amongft
us who are not truly fenfible of the Neceffity

we lie under to fulfil this great, this important

Part of an Obligation, which is an indifloluble .

Bond by which the particular Members are united

and cemented in one Body. Let us fupport and

recommend this great and laudable Virtue by Ex-

amples worthy the Imitation of Mankind. This

is the moft effe€tual Method we can purfue to fi-

Jence the ill-natured Suggeftions of the proud, the

wicked, and the vain Part of our Species, who

though they are by no Means proper to be Mem-

bers of our well-governed Community, yet muft

by this Means be induced (as it were forcibly) to

: ' own,
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ewn, and fecretly to admire, the benign Influence
of that Love and Unity, which naturally produce
Peace and Harmony amongft Brethren.

I musT alfo beg Leave to recommend a proper
Regard to be paid to the Laws, Conftitutions, and
Orders of our moft ancient and honourable Fra-
ternity, and due Deference and Refpedt to the
particular Officers thereof in their refpective Places,
whofe Bufinefs it is to carry them into Execution,
and I hope the only Contention among you will be
a laudable Emulation in cultivating the royal Art,
and ftriving to excel each other in every Thing
which is great and good. Let us convince the
unbelieving Multitude, that no private, fordid, or
ucrative Views can ever prevail upon us to admit,
into the Number of thofe who are acquainted with
the Knowledge of our Myfteries, the unworthy, the
profane or contentious Part of Mankind ; but that
we will fland faft in that Liberty with which God
hath blefled us, and join with one Heart, and one
Voice, in-excluding fuch Wolves from our peace-
able Fold. In a Word, let all of us endeavoury
in our refpe&ive Stations, fo to regulate our whole
Condu&, as not to give juft Occafion of Offence
in any Thing: Let us be fubmiflive to Supe-
riors, courteous and affable to Equals, kind and
condefcending to Inferiors; and let our whole De-
portment teftify for us, that we have formed our
Lives upon the perfe® Model of God’s revealed
Will, exhibited to us in the Holy Bible ; that this
Book is the Bafis of all our Craft, and that it is

' Os by
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by this Piece of Divine Furniture, fo effential to
our Society, we are taught Wifdom, to contrive
in all our Doings, fuch Means as may conduce to
his Honour, and the Salvation of our immortal
Souls; Strength to fupport us in all Difficulties and
Diftrefles; and Beauty to polifh the rough unhewn
Block of the mere natural Man, and bring it into
the Likenefs of our Maker. ILet us run with Pa-
tience the Race thatisfet before us, and by an un-
wearied Perfeverance in well-doing, put to Silence

- the Ignorance and Malice of foolith Men ; and the
Wife and Great will think it no Difparagement te
be influenced by our Example, when we thall let
our Light fhine before Men, that they by feeing
our good Works, may be alfo induced to glorify the
Supreme and Almighty Architect of the Univerfe.
Let us approve ourfelves faithful Stewards of thofe
Things committed to out Charge, that whenfever

. it fhall pleafe our great Creator to demand of us
an Account of thofe Talents which he in his infi-
- nite Wifdom has thought fit to beftow upon us, we
may be found ready to render it up with Joy, may
have our Loins girded up, and our Lights burning,
and we ourfelves be as Men walting for the King-
dom of God, and in that Morning, when the Sui
of Righteoufnefs fhall arife with Healing in his
Wings, we may be allotted to a Houfe not made
with Hands in the happy Regions of eternal Day,
may hear this welcome Salutation of the Redeemer
in the Prefence of Men and Angels, #/¢ll done thou
800d and faithful Servant, thou haft been faithful in
a
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a few Things, I will make thee Ruler over many
Things 3 enter thou into the Foy of thy Lerd. O
happy Day ! when the Faithful fhall outlive the
World, and all its fading Glories, fhall feethe Sun,
Moon and Stars obliterated from the Concave of
Heaven, and himfelf employed, fwallowed up in
the never fading Glories of a boundlefs Eternity.
‘Thefe ardent Withes for your Welfare, both here
and hereafter, flow from an honeft Heart, zea-
lous in the Caufe of Mafonry; and that every At
tempt for compleating this great Work may meet
with proper Encouragement is the fincere Wifh,
and unfeigned Defire of,

" Your true and faithful Brother,
1844C HEAD.

A PRAYER fo be ufed at the Admiffion qf
a Brother.

Moft glorious and eternal God, who art the

chief Archite& of the created Univerfe ! grant
untous, thy Servants, who have already entered our-
felves into this moft noble, ancient, and honoura-
ble Fraternity, that we may be folid and thought«
ful, and always have a Remembrance of thefs
facred and holy Things we have taken on us, and
endeavour
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endeavour to inftru& and .inform each other in
Secrecy, that nothing may be unlawfully or il-
legally obtained, and that thefe Perfoms who are
now to be made Mafons, may be worthy AMem-
bers, and may they, and all of us, live as Men, con-
fidering the great End for which thy Goodnefs has
created us; and dothou, O God, give us Wifdom to
contrive in all our Doings, Strength to fupport in all
Difficulties, and Beauty to adorn thofe heavenly
Manfions where thy Honour dwells : And grant,
O Lord, that we may agree together in brotherly
Love and Charity one towards another ; and inr
all our Dealings in the World, do Juftice to all
Men, love Mercy, and walk humbly with thee,
our God; and, at laft, may an abundant Entrance
be adminiftred unto us, into thy ngdom, o
Great Jehovah,

New unto the King eternal, immortal, invifible, the
. only wife God, be Kingdom, Power, and Glery,

Jor ever and ever.  Amen,

Another PRAYER.

OST holy and glorious Lord God, thou

Archite@ of Heaven and Earth, who ar¢
the Giver of all good Gifts and Graces; and
hath promifed that where two or three are ga-
thered together in thy Name, thou wilt be in the
Midft of them: In thy Name we affemble and meet
together, moft humbly befeeching thee to blefs us
. . in
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in all our Undertakings, to give us thy holy Spirit,
to enlighten our Minds with Wifdom and Under~
dcrﬁandmg, that we may know, and ferve thee
aright, that all our Deings may tend to thy Glory,
and the Salvation of our Souls: And we befeech
thee, O Lord God, to blefs this our prefent Under=
taking, and to grant that thisour Brother may de-
dicate his Life to thy Service, and be a true and
faithful Brother among us; endue him with divine
Wifdom, that he may, with the Secrets of Ma-

fonry, be able to unfold-the Myfteries of Godlinefs
and Chriftianity,

Thiswe humbly beg in the Name, and for the Sake of
Fefus Chrift, our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

APRAYER 10 be ufed of Chrifian
Mafons at the empointing of a Brother :
Ufed in the Reign of Edward 1V.

HE mighty God and Father of Heaven,

with the Wifdom of his glorious Son,
through the Goodnefs of the Holy Ghoft, that
hath been three Perfons in one Godhead, be with
us at our Beginning, give us Gracc to govern in
our living here, that we may come to his Blifs that
fhall never have an End.



: A
SHorT CHARGE

Teo be given to

New admitted BRETHREN.

O U are now admitted, by the unanimous
Confent of our Lodge, a Fellow of our moft
ancient and honourable Society, ancient as having
fubfifted from Times immemorial, and honourable
as tending in every Particular to render a2 Man o
that will be but conformable to its glorious Pre-
cepts. The greateft Monarchs in all Ages, as-well
of Afia and Africa as of Eurepe, have been En-
couragers of the Royal Art, and many of them
have prefided as Grand-Mafters over the Mafonsin
their refpeétive Dominions, not thinking it any
Diminution to their Imperial Dlgnmcs to level
themfelves with their Brethren in Mafonry, and
toat as they did. The World’s great Architect is
our fupreme Mafter, and the unerring Rule he has
given us, is that by which we work, "Religious
Difputes
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Difputes are never fuffered in the Lodge, for as
Mafons, ‘we only purfue the univerfal Religion, or
the Religion of Nature : This is the Cement which
unites Men of the moft different Principles in one
facred Band, and brings together thofe who were
the moft diftant from one another.

THERE are three general Heads of Duty which
Mafons ought always to inculcate, viz. to God,
our Neighbours, and ourfelves. Fo God, in never
mentioning his Name but with that reverential
Awe which becomes a Creature to bear to his
Creator ; and to look upon him always, as the
Summum bonum, which we came into the World to
enjoy. And according to that View to regulate
all our Purfuits. To our Neighbours, in aéting
upon the Square, or doing as we would be done by,
To ourfelves, in avoiding all Intemp¥rances and
Excefles, whereby we may be rendered incapable
of following our Work, or led into a Behaviour
unbecoming our laudable Profeflion ; and in always
keeping within due Bounds, and free from all Pol-
lution. :

In the State a Mafon is to bebave as a peacea-
ble and dutiful Subje&, conforming chearfully to

" the Government under which he lives: He is to
pay a due Deference to his Superiors, and from his
Inferiors he is rather to receive Honour with fome
Relu&tance, than toextort it : He is to be a Man
of Benevolence and Charity, not fitting down
“contented while his Fellow-Creatures (but much
more his Brethren) are in Want, and it is in hig

Power,

~



312 TkeHisToRrvy, &. &
Power, without prejudicing himfelf or Faml'f; o
relieve them, In the Lodge he is to behave with
all due Decorum, left the Beauty and Harmony
thereof fhould be difturbed and broke. He isto
be obedient to the Mafter, and prefiding Officers,
and to apply himfelf clofely to the Bufinefs of Ma-
fonry, that he may fooner become a Proficient
~ therein, both for his own Credit, and for that of
the Lodge. He is not to negle€t his own necef-
fary Avocations for the Sake of Mafonry, nor to
involve himfelf in Quarrels with thofe who through
Ignorance may fpeak evil of, or ridicule it. He is ta
be a Lover of the Arts and Sciences, and to take
all Opportunities of improving himfelf therein, If
he recommends a Friend to be made a Mafon, he
muft vouch him to be fuch as he really believes
will conform to the aforefaid Duties; left by his
Mifconduét at any Time, the Lodge fhould pafs
under fome evil Imputations. Nothing can prove
more fhocking to all faithful Mafons than to feeany
of their Brethren profane, or break through the
facred Rules of their Order, and fuch as can do it
thzy wifh had never been admitted.



A SELECT

Numser of SON G S.

The MASTER’s Sona.
SONG L

PYHUS mighty eaftern Kings, and fome
T Of Abram’s Race, and Monarckhs good
Of Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Rome,

True Archite@ure underftood :
No Wonder then if Mafons joiny
To celebrate thofe Mafons Kings,
With folemn Note, and flowing Wine,
Whilft every Brother jointly fings ; -

CHorus.

Who can unfold the Royal Art,
Or fing its Secrets in a Song ;

They are fafely kept in. Mafon’s Heart,
And to this ancient Lodge belong,

P ‘ The
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The FELLOW-CRAFT'S SON G.

SONG 1L

ATL Mafonry, thou Craft divine !
Glery of Earth, from Heaven reveal'd;
Which doft with Jewels precious fhine,
From all but Mafens Eyes conceal’d.

Crnorus.
Thy Praifes due, who can rebearfe,
In nervous Profe, or flowing Perfe ?

As Men from Brutes diftinguifh’d are,
A Mafon other Men excels;

For what’s in Knowledge choice and rare,
But in his Breaft fecurely dwells ?

. CHorus. -

His filent Breaft, and faithful Hoast,
Preferve the Secrets of the Art.

From fcorching Heat, and piercing Cold,
From Beafts, whofe Roar the Foreft renda.
From the Affaults of Warriorts bold,
The Mafon’s 4rt Mankind defends.

CHoruvs.

Be to this Art due Homour paid, '
From which Mankind recesves fuch Aid.

Enfigas
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Enfigns of State, that feed our Pride,
Diftin&ions troublefome and vain !

By Mafons true are laid afide ;
Art’s free born Sens fuch Toys difdain,

Cuorus.
Ennobled by the Name they bear,
Diftinguift’d by the Badge they wear.

Sweet Fellowfhip, from Envy free,
Friendly Converfe of Brotherhood,

The Lodge’s lafting Cement be!
Which has for Ages firmly ftood.’

“CHoORUS,
A Lodge thus built for Ages paft,
Has lafled, and will ever laff,

Then in our Songs let us record,
‘All thofe who have enrich’d the Art,

From Fabal down to Carysfart,
" And let each Brother bear a Part.

CHorvs,
Lct uable Proby’s Health go round,
His Praife in lofty Lodge refound,

‘Chorus repeated.
No Men with Mafons can compare,
Let none defpife the Badge they wear,

P2
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The entered PRENTICE's'S O N G.

SONG IIL

O ME let us prepare, .
We Brothers that are
Affembled on merry Occafion ;
Let’s drink, laugh, and fing ;
Our Wine has a Spring :
Here’s a Health to an dccepted Mafon,

The World isin Pain
Our Secrets to gain,
And ftill let them wonder and gaze on 3
They ne’er can divine,
The Ward, or the Sign, :
Of a Free and an Accepted Mafm.

>Tis this, and *tis that,
They cannot tell what,
“Why fo many great Men of the Nation ;
Should Aprons put on,
‘To make themfelves one,
With a Free and an decepted Mafom.

Great Kings, Dukes, and Lords,
Have laid by their Swords,

Our MyfPry to put a good Grace on ;
And have ne’er been atham’d,
To hear themfelves nam’d,

With a Free and an Aecepted Mafon,

Antiquity’s
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Antiqaity’s Pride
We have on our Side,
And it maketh Men juft in their Station ;
There’s nought but what's good
To be underftood,
By a Free and an Aceepted Mafon.

We're true and fincere,
And juft to the Fair, :
Who will truft us on ev’ry Occafion ;
No Mortals can more
The Ladies adore, :
Than a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

Then join Hand in Hand,
Toeach other firm ftand,
Let’s be merry, and put a bright Face on ;
What Mortal can boaft
_ So noble a Toaft,
As a Free and an Accepted Mafon 2

SONG IV.

ON, on, my dear Brethren, purfue the great
Le&ure ;

And refine on the Rules of old Architeture;

High Honour to Mafons the Craft daily brings,

To thofe Brothers of Princes, and Fellows of Kings.

P3 w
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We drove the rude Vandals and Goths off the
Stage, 3
And reviv'd the old Arts of Auguffus fam’d Age; s
And Vefpafian deftroy’d the vaft Temple in vain :
Since fo many now rife under Carysfort’s Reign,

The noble five Orders, compos’d with fuch Art,
Shall amaze the {wift Eye, and engage the whole
Heart : ’

Proportion, .fweet Harmony, gracing the Whole,
Gives our Work, like the glorious Creation, a
Soul, - :

Then Mafter, and Brethren, preferve your great
- Name; SR

This Lodge, fo majeftick, fhall purchafe you Fame:

Rever’d in fhall fland till all Nature expire, .

And its Glories ne’er fade till the World is on Fire.

See, fee, behold kere what rewards all our Toil,.
Infpires our Genius, and bids Labour fiile :
To our noble Grand-Mafter let a Bumper be
crown’d, N

To all Mafons a Bumper, fo let it go round.

Again, my lov’d Brethren, again let it pafs,
Our ancient firm Union cements with a Glafs :
And all the Contention among Mafons fhall be,
Who better can work, or who better agree.

SONG
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SONG V.

Y Mafons Art the afpiring Dome
In various Columns fhall arife ;
All Climates are their native Home,
"Fheir godlike A&ions reach the Skies,

: CHoRrus.
Heroes and Kings revere their Name,
Whilft Pocts fing their lafting Fame.

Great, generous, virtuous, good and brave,
Are Titles they moft juftly claim ;

Their Deeds fhall live beyond the Grave,
Which fome unborn fhall loud proclaim.

CHORUS.

Time fhall their glorious Aés inroll,
And Love with Friendthip charm the Soul.

SONG VL

LET Mafonry be now my Theme,
Throughout the Globe to fpread its Fame,
And eternize each worthy Brother’s Name :
Your Praife fhall to the Skies refound,

In lafting Happinefs abound, [crown’d.
And with fweet Union all your noble Deeds be
CHorus,

. Sing then my Mufe to Mafons Glory ;

Your Names are fo rever’d in Story,

That all th’ admiring World do now adore ye"!
8 P4 Let
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Let Harmony divine mfpxre
Your Souls with Love and gen’rous Fire, °
To copy well wife Solomon, your Sire :
Knowledge fublime fhall fill each Heart,
The Rules of G’ometry to impart ;
Whilt Wifdom, Strength, and Beauty, crown the
glori ious Art,

Let noble Carysfort’s Health go round ;
In fwelling Cups all Care be drown’d,
And Hearts united *mongft the Craft be found,
May everlafting Scenes of Joy
His peaceful Hours of Blifs employ,
W hichTime’s all conquering Hand fhall ne’ er, fhall
ne’er deftroy.

My Brethren thus alt Cares refign,’
Your Hearts let glow with Thoughts divine,
And Veneration fhow to Saomon’s Shrine :
Our annual T'ribute thus we’ll pay, .
That late Pofterity fhall fay ; [Day.
We’ve crown’d with Joy this glorious, happy, happy

SONG VIL
UARDIAN Genius of our Art divine,
G Unto thy faithful Sons appear :
Ceafe now o’er Ruins of the Eaft to pine,

And fmile in blooming Beauties here.

Eg;pr,i
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Egypt, Syria, and proud Babylen,
No more thy blifsful Prefence claim :
Lit Britain fix thy ever during Throne,
‘Where Myriads do confefs thy Name.

The Sciences, from eaftern Regions brought,
~Which after fhone in Gresce and Rome,
Are here in Hundreds ftately Lodges taught,
‘I'o which remoteft Brethren come.

Behold what Strength our rifing Domes up-rears,
Till mixing with the azure Skies:

Bchold what Beauty through the whole appears
So wifely built, they muft furprife.

Nor are we only to thefe Arts confin’d ;
For we the Paths of Virtue trace:

By us Man’s rugged Nature is refin’d, -
And polith’d into Love and Peace.

SONG VI
Set to Mufick by Brother Commins, -

Mafon’s Daughter, fair and young,
The Pride of all the virgin Throng,
Thus to her Lover faid;
Though, Damen, I your Flame approve,
Your Aétions praife, your Perfon Love,
Yet ftill I’ll live a Maid,

\ None
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None fhall untie my virgin Zone,”
But one to whom the Secret’s known,
Of fam’d free Mafonry ;
In which the Great and Good combme,
To raife, with generous Defign,
Man to Felicity.

The Lodge excludes the Fop and Fool,
The plodding Knave, and party Tool,
That Liberty would fell ; .
The Noble, Faithful, and the Brave,
No golden Charms can ¢’er deceive,
In Slavery to dwell. -

This faid, he bow’d, and went away;

Apply was made, without Delay,
Return’d to her again ;

The fair one granted his Requeft,

Connubial Joys their Days have bleft;
And may they ¢’er remain.

* SONG IX

LORIOUS Craft, which fires the Mind,
With fweet Harmony and Love ;
Surely thou wer’t firft defign’d,
A Foretafte of the Joys above.

Pleafures always on thee wait,

Thou reformeft Adam’s Race 3
Strength and Beauty in thee meet,, -
Wifdom’s radiaat in thy Face.

. Arts
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Arts and Virtue now combine,
Friendthip raifes chearful Mirth ;
Allunited to refine,
Man from's groffer Part of Earth.

Stately Temples now arife,
And on lofty Columns fand 3
Mighty Domes attempt the Skics,
To adorn this happy Land,

SONG X,
By Brother Oates.

’ 18 Mafonry unites Mankind,

T To generous Aions forms the Soul ;
So ftri€ in Union we're conjoin’d,

One Spirit animates the Whole.

CHoRus to be repeated at every Verfe,

Then let Mankind our Deeds approve,
Since Union, Harmony and Love,
Shall waft us to the Realms above,

Where-¢’er afpiring Domes arife,
Wherever facred Altars ftand,
Thofe Altars blaze up to the Skies ;
Thofe Domes proclaim the Mafon’s Hand,

The
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The Stone uufhap’d as Lumber lies
Till Mafon’s Art its Form refines;
So Paflions do our Souls difguife,
Till focial Virtue calms our Minds.

Let Wretches at our Manhood rail :

But thofe who once our Judgment prove,
Willown, that we who build fo well,

With equal Energy can love,

Though ftill our chief Concern and Care,
Be to deferve a Brother’s Name: .
For ever mindful of the Fair ;.
Their choiceft Favours flill we claim.

" From us pale Difcord long has fled,
With all her Train of mortal Spite, .
Nor in our Lodge dares thew her Head 3 ‘
Sunk in the Gloom of endlefs Night,

My Brethren charge your Glaffes high,
To our Grand-Mafter’s noble Name;

Our Shouts fhall beat the vaulted Sky,
And every Tongue his Praife proclaim.

SONG XL

HEN a Lodge of F ree-Mafons, are
. cloath’d in their Aprons, .
In order to make a new Brother; [their Stands,
With firm Hearts, and clean Hands, they repair to
And Juﬂly fupport one another,
Trufty
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Trufty Brother take Care, of Eves-Droppers be-
* ware,
_. ’Tis a juft and a folemn Occafion ; [know,
Give the Ward and the Blow, that Workmen may
- There’s one afks to be made a Free-Mafon. .

The Mafter ftands due, and his Officers too,
While the Craftfmen are plying their Station ;

The Apprentices ftand, right for the Command
Of a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

Now traverfe your Ground, as in Duty you’re
bound, :
" And revere the authentick Oration,
That leads to the Way, and proves the fir/#? Ray
Of the Light of an Accepted Mafon.

Here’s Words, and here’s Signs, and here’s Problems
and Lines,
And here’s Room too for deep Speculation ;
Here Virtue and Truthare taught to the Youth, .
W hen firft he is called up to a Mafon, -

Hieroglyphicks fhine bright, and here Light reverts
Light, : '
On the Rules and the Toods of Vocation 3
We work and we fing the Craft and the King,
*Tis both Duty and Choice in a Mafon,

What is faid, oris done, is here truly laid down,
1n this Form of our high Inftallation ;
Yet I challenge all Men to know what I mean,
Unlefs he’s an decepted Mafin.
' Ths
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‘The Ladies claim Right to come into our Light,
Since the Apron, they fay, is their Bearing ;
Can they fubjet their Will? can they keep their
Tongues ftill?

And let Talking be chang’d into Hearing ?

This difficult Tafk is the leaft we can afk,
‘To fecure us on fundry Occafions ; :
When with this they comply, our utmoft we’ll try,
To raife Lodges for Lady Free Mafens.

Till thiscan be done, muft each Brother be thum,
Though the fair One fhould wheedle or teaze on 3
Be juf?, true and kind, but fill bear in Mind,
At all Times that you are a Free Mafon,

41 OpE mMASONRY."

Tbe Wards by Brother Jackfon, and fet to Mufick by
Brother Gilding.

AKE the Lute and quiv’ring Smngs,
U» Mﬁnc’l‘mthslkwabnngs, ,

Friendly Vifitant, to thee
We owe the Depths of Mafonry :
Faireft of the virgin Choir,
Woarbling to the golden Lyre,
Welcome here thy Art prevail,
Hail divine Urania, hail,
: Here
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Here in Friendfhip’s facred Bower,
‘The downy wing'd, and fmiling Hour,

Mirth invites and focial Song,
Namelefs Myfteries among ;

Crown the Bowl and fill the Glafs,

To every Virtue, every Grace,
To the Brotherhood refound,

Health, and let it thrice go round.

We reftore the Times of old,

The blooming glorious Age of Gold ;

As the new Creation free,

Bleft with gay Euphrofyne:

‘We with godlike Science talk,
And with fair 4ffrea walk ;
Innocence adorns the Day,
Brighter than the Smiles of Aay,

Pour the rofly Wine again,
“Wake a louder, louder Strain ;
Rapid Zeptyrs, asye fly,
Waftour Voices to the Sky ;
‘While we celebrate the Nine,
And the Wonders of the Trine,
While the ‘Angels fing above,

As we below, of Peace and Love.

327
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The Free-Mafons ANTHEM fung at laying
the Foundation of the New-Exchange,
at Edinburgh.

R AN T me, kind Heav’n, whatI requeft ;
In Mafoniy let me be bleft ;

Dire& me to that happy Place,.

Where Friendfbip fmiles on every Face ;

Where Freedom, and fweet Innocence,

Enlarge the Mind, and chear the Senfe.

Where fcepter’d Reafon from her Throne
Surveys the Lodge, and makesusone ;
And Harmony’s delightful Sway
For gver theds ambrofial Day ;
VVhegc we blefs’d Eden’s Pleafure tafte,
Whillt balmy Joys are our Repaft.

Our Lodge the focial Virtuesgrace,
And Wifdom’s Rules we fondly trace ;
WholéNature, open to our View,
Points out the Path we fhould purfue,

¢ us Tubfift in lafting Peace,
And may our Happinefs increafe,

No prying Eye can view us here,
No Foo'l nor Knave difturb our Cheer;
Our well-form’d Laws fet Mankind free,
And gives Relief to Mifery.
The Pobr, opprefs’d with Woe and Grief,
Gain from our bounteous Hands Relief.
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